St John’s Church News No 26: June 2011

PYCCKAA IMPABOCJIABHAS HEPKOBb
CBT. HOAHHA IIAHXAHCKOI'O, YYJOTBOPIIA
ST JOHN’S RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
Military Road, Colchester, Essex CO1 2AN

His Holiness Kiyrill, Patriarch of Moscow and All the Russias
Most Rev. Metropolitan Hilarion, First Hierarch of ROCOR
Very Rev. Mark, Archbishop of Berlin, Germany and Great Britain

For this newsletter in electronic form: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk/zchurchnews.htm

Confession and Contact / UcnoBenn

We follow the universal practice of the Orthodox Church, whereby only members of the
Orthodox Church may take communion after confession. For confessions (on Saturdays,
Sundays or at other times), and for baptisms, weddings, house blessings etc: o. Auapeit / Fr
Andrew:

T: 01394 273820

E: frandrew_anglorus@yahoo.co.uk

W: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk

Also o. Erenunii / Fr Evgeny (Mob: 07939 057603 / eselensky@btinternet.com

Pycckas IlIkoaa / Russian School: Lyudmila Pavlova: Tel: 07518 842319 /
plvudmyla@googlemail.com

Cropo:xk / Caretaker: Paul Hopkins, 69, Military Road

Pacnucanue borocavikenuii / Services in June

Thursday 3 June: Ascension Day / Bo3zuecenue I'ocnogne
No service in Colchester / borocnyxenus ner B Komuecrepe

Saturday 4 June
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcenonHoe 61exue



mailto:plyudmyla@googlemail.com

Sunday 5 June: The Holy Fathers of the First Universal Council / CBB. oTuieB 1 - oro
Bceaenckoro Co6opa
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxectBennast JIutyprus

Saturday 11 June
5.30 pm: Pentecost Vigil / BceHomnoe 61eHre HakaHyHe Mpa3aHuKa [1aTunecaTHUITBI

Sunday 12 June: Pentecost — Whitsun — The Feast of the Holy Trinity /

Harunecstanna — CB. Tpouna - ComecrBue CB. Jlyxa Ha anocTo/10B
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy. Vespers with the Kneeling Prayers / Yacel u

boxecTBeHHas .HI/ITypI‘I/IH. BeqepHﬂ C KOJICHOITPCKIIOHHBIMH MOJIMTBAMH

Saturday 18 June
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 61enne HakanyHe nipa3aauka Beex CBATHIX

Sunday 19 June: All Saints / Henesist Bcex CBATBIX
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxectBennas Jlutyprus

Monday 20 June
Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast / Hauano [lerpoBa mocra

Saturday 25 June
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenoninoe 0enue

Sunday 26 June: All the Saints who have shone forth in Rus / Henens Bcex CBATBIX,
B 3emuie Poccuiickoii mpocusiBIIMX
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxectsennast Jlutyprus

Baptisms in May

Sunday 1 May: Mihail Asandei
Saturday 14 May: Leo Hartford

Weddings in May

Sunday 1 May: Tatiana Pokrovskaya to Rene Schellekens
Sunday 29 May: John Cargill to Marina Andrews

Patronal Feast: Saturday 2 July
IIpecTojbHbIN Npa3aauk: Cyodora 2
UI0JIA




BeenpaBocaaBHbIM eNMUCKOII

Hoxeanvnoe cnoeo ceamumenro Hoanny
(Makcumosuuy)

Hoean npasocnasnozo monauwiecmea — ¢ YeOUHEHHOU MOAUMBOU U Oe3MONsUeM — Malo
nousimen 3anaonomy mupy. Ilpaxmuunas Eepona u pacuémaueas Amepuxa oadice c8amocmo
XOmam usmepsamy 6 Kame20pusx «00uecmeeHHol Noab3bly...

Ho XX eex mnocoe uzmenun — u na kapme mupa, u 6 moockux 2onoeax. Kozoa uepes epanuywl
ovlewietl Poccutickoti umnepuu XaviHyi HOMOK IMUSPAHMOS8, KOMOPble XPAHUIU PYCCKUE UKOHBL U
CMpounU npagociasHvie Xxpamvl, — Mup ecmpemuiacs ¢ Ilpasocrasuem nuyom K auyy.
Hacmoswum omkposenuem o Ilpasocrasuu cman ons mupa nHaw semisak — ceamumenv HMoaun
Hlanxatickuii u Can-@Ppanyucckuil. Ceoell yOusUmMenbHOU HCU3HbI0 OH MHO20¢e cKazan u Eepone,
u Amepuxe, u Kumaio — o 11066u, o munocepouu, o monauieckom noosuee. M 06 ucmunuou
L]epxesu, komopoti npunadnedxican eceii 0yuou.

O rpemHuKax MucaTh ¥ TOBOPUTH JIETKO, MOCKOJIBKY «OT HUX>KE MEPBbIN ecMb a3». YacTuuHo —
OTIBIT, YACTUYHO — BOOOpa)K€HHE MOMOTYT IMPOAyMaTh JIOOYI0 CUTYallMi0 W3 TOW 00JacTH
KU3HU, TJI€ LAPCTBYIOT HOXOMb NIOMU, NOXOMb Ouel u 20poocms xcumetickas. 1'opa3no
TsDKeJiee TOBOPUTH U MUCATh O CBATHIX. AJIEKBATHOTO OMbITa HET. Puckyemb 1160 copBaThCs Ha
MICHSYUH BOCTOPT M HEYEMHBIE TOXBajbl, JHOO BMIacTh B coMHeHWe. O0e 3TH KpalHOCTH
COTIPUKACAIOTCS M JaXKe CIMBAIOTCS B JYXOBHOM MHpE, IJie 3eMHOH IJ1a3 HUYETro pasriisiieTh He
MokeT. IMEHHO COMHEHHE JTFOOUT MPSATATHCS 32 MBIIIHBIMU MMOXBALHBIME (hpa3zaMu, U IMEHHO
mobuTensM AugupaMOoB OOJIbIIE IPYTUX YTPOKAET OTHaIeHUE B HEBEPHUE.

[ToxBasa cBITOMY — 3TO HE CBUETENBCTBO JIOSIBHOCTH, MT0JJOOHOE CTUXAaM O BOXJE, KOTOpbIE
IUIIYT, 9YTOOBI He paccTpersuin. Hamm cioBa camoMy cBsitomy 3auem? Eciin 0 CBSITOM uenoBeke
Y TOBOPHTB, TO JIMIIb 3aT€M, YTOOBI UE€PE3 €ro OMNBIT OTKPHITh I1a3aM LIEPKOBHOTO HApOJa HEKYIO
BAXXHYIO TIpaHb JyXOBHOM XH3HU. MOXXET — HECKOJIBKO TpaHeil, HO o00s3aTeIbHO —
aKTyaJIbHBIX, HE JUIsI KPACHOT'O CJIOBLA M HE B KONWIKY APYANTA, a IS )KU3HHU.

Bot s cobpancs roBoputk 06 Moanne (MakcuMmoBHYe) W, Kak BCerja B MOJOOHBIX CIydasx,
HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi MoOJlda CHXKYy M K ce0e MPUCIyIIMBAalOCh. B TONOBe — THINIMHA, HE OT
OTCYTCTBUS MBICJICH, a OT YAMBICHHS MPE]l MacITaboOM JTHYHOCTH. B pykax — nérkasi Ipoxb OT
BEJIMYMHBI 33/1a4. Bcero He ckakelb, 3HAUYUT, HaJI0 TOBOPUTH riaBHOe. UTo?

Hauny c nutyprun. «Beck ot bora ocsieH cBameHHoaeiictueM [Ipeunctoix Taitn», — Tak 00
Hoanne rosoputcs B Tpomape. ClIyXWI OH 4acTo, IOYTH €XEIHEBHO, HE3aBUCHUMO OT TOTO,
MHOTO WJIM Majio Jiojed Obuto B Xpame. JIIOOMI CIIy)kKUTh KaK TPOCTOM CBSIIEHHHK U
notpebsare Ceatbie lapsl mocne ciyxO0bl. [1oTpeOssm 10oaro m B 3TO BpeMs MOJIWICA HaJ
Kpossto NucycoBoii. Onun bor 3Haet »ap tex moauts. IlomHro, B kHure o [Tancun Cesitoropue
TOBOPUTCS, YTO HEKUH CBSILIEHHUK, noTpebusas Cesareie Jlapsl, Bcerja Iakai, U ero cMyIasio,
qTO «raakue» cnésnl kanaroT B Yamry. Oten [lancuit ckazan emy: «Ilomonnck 000 MHE, 4TOOBI
['ocniogp an MHe TBOM ,,rajfikue™ cié3b». Buaumo, y Bnaasiku MoanHa O6bU10 4TO-TO 1M0100HOE,
u Oombie 3Toro O6bu10. B mo0oM ciyuae, U3 anTaps OH HE BBIXOAMI J1oiro. Mor emeé 4nTtath
EBanrenue, Mmor Monutbes 1o yétkaM. [lokunas cesaTuiumiie, co B3JOXOM MOT ckas3aTh: «Kak He
XOYETCS yXOIUTh U3 Xpamay.

JIroGast UTYprusi CIyKUTCsi «O BceX U 3a Bcs». JIro0as NUTyprust ecTb cOObITHE BCEICHCKOM
BakHOCTU. B cimyx0e coknuMaeTrcsi BCsl UCTOPUS MHMpa 10 pa3MEPOB reoMeTpuueckoi Touku. U



npouwioe, u Oyayiiee MUpa CBOpauyMBaOTCS BHYTPb, KaK CBHTOK, KaKk HEO0O B ATOKaJHIICUCe, K
LEHTPY, W CIyXalluid CBALICHHUK BHJIUT M TO, M Jpyroe BMecrte. BoT ogHa w3 nurar
onaronapenus: «Ilomunatomie Bcst o Hac ObiBmmas: Kpecr, rpo6, tpunneBHoe Bockpecenue, Ha
HeOeca BOCIIECTBHME, OJIECHYIO CEIEHME, BTOpPOE€ M CIIABHOE IaKU IpUIlecTBHe». Bropoe
[IpumectBue Toxke BcromuHaetcsi! ChyKaluid CBSIICHHUK WM €MUCKOI BBIXOJUT 32 PAMKHU
BPEMEHHBIX YCIIOBHOCTEH U CTAHOBUTCS] AKTUBHBIM YYaCTHUKOM BCEH 4EJIOBEYECKON UCTOPUH.
IIpu3BaHbl K 3TOMY BCE CIIy>KUTEIIA alTaps, XOTs HE BCE 3TO IIOHUMAIOT U YyBCTBYIOT. Tak u B
MOpe KyMarTCs MHOTME, HO HBIPSAIOT Ha IIIyOMHY M JIOCTAlOT CO JHA COKPOBUINA €IUHUIBI.
HoanH HBIpsI B INTyOWHY U I0OCTAaBAJ OTTY/1a HACTOSAIINE COKPOBHILA.

Ero MOXHO cMeno HasplBaThb BCENPABOCIABHBIM €HNUCKONOM. Ero cepaue uio HE TOJIBKO
TpPEBOraMHu U NpoOiieMaMH PYyCCKOM 3MUTPAHTCKOM OOIIMHBI M HE TOJBKO MBICISMU O CyIb0e
nokuHyTo Pomunel, HO U TpeBoron o IIpaBocnaBum Kak TakoBOM. B CBOEM cTpemileHHH K
ri1yO0OKOMYy €AMHCTBY XPUCTHAH B MOJIUTBE U Bepe apxuenuckon MoaHH OTKonal ¥ OYMCTHI
KOJIOZLBI, 3aCHIIAHHBIE NECKOM MCTOPHYECKOro 3a0BeHHMA. DTO — MaMATh O TeX CBATHIX,
KoTopble Tipocusiii Ha 3anane a0 Bemukoi cxu3mbl XI Beka. Cestoil JlyHcTaH, CBSTOM
Konymb6a, Ancrapuii bpemenckuii, Ilatpuxk Wpnanackuii 1 MHOrue Ipyrue APEBHUE CBATHIE
3amaga — 3TO MPeJCTaBUTENN MOIJIMHHOIO BeeneHckoro ITpaBocnaBusi, 3a0BeHHE O KOTOPBIX
CWJIBHO OO€/IHSET Hallleé YyBCTBO LIEPKOBHOCTU. Branpika MoaHH OThICKMBaN U Iepen3iaBail ux
KHUTUS, HaXOAWJI oOpall€HHble K HUM MOJIMTBBI, IOCEINal MeCTa HUX TPYJOB U CTpajaHHi,
oOpeTall YacTUIIBl MOIIEH U MPOYHEe PETUKBUU. TPy 3TOT HYKAAETCs B MPOIOJIKCHUH, U TIIOBI
ero Oynyr ynuBuTenbHbl. Ho HaumHate Bceerna ciiokHee. HaumHaTh — 3HAauMT Jep3arth.
Haumnate — 3HAuuT nIpeojoJieBaTb HMHEPLUIO CTOJCTUH M Pa3rOHATH CIALKOE MAapeBO
IIOMECTHOM 3aMKHYTOCTH. J[Is 3TOro HyXEH amnoCTOJbCKMM JyX U MOJIUTBEHHAs
HEOTTOPKUMOCTb OT I'11aBsl LlepkBu — Xpucra.

Kak Brmagpika MOJMIICS, MOJHTBHCS CIOCOOHBI €IMHHUIBI. B CBOMX MOHAIIECKHX TpyJnax OH
nozxpaxan 3eMisiky — Menetnto XappKOBCKOMY, KOTOPBIM IIPOBOJMII HOYH, CTOSI HA MOJIUTBE, a
CcIaj TOJIbKO CHJS Ha CTyJb4MKe. B Ham paccnalieHHBIN BeK, B HAIIy 310Xy BIIOOJIEHHOCTH B
TEJIECHBIN MOKOM M yJZ0OCTBa TakHe TPYyHAbl KaXKyTCsl MPOCTO HEBO3MOXXHbIMU. Ho oHHM ObLiH.
Tomy cBuzgerenu — MHorue. MurponoauT AHTOHMM (XpamoBHULKHMH) —IOpaKaics
MOJBKHUYECKOMY IyXy Torza emé mepoMoHaxa MoaHHa M Ha3bpiBayl €ro AHIeIOM BO IUIOTH.
Témnoe comupimko CepOCKoil 3emild, BEJIMKUNA yMHUIA M CaM — MOJBW)KHUK, EIHCKOI
Hukonaii (BenemupoBuu) ykaseiBan Ha Moanna (MakcuMoBHYa), €ClIM €0 CIpaIIMBaId, €CTh
JIM CETO/IHS CBATHIE, T0I00HBIC APEBHUM.

[TepBoii 11000BBIO OYyayLIET0 MOJABMKHUKA OBLIM KHUTUS CBATHIX. OH YHMTAN MX BCIO XKH3Hb U
3HaJl TaK XOpOILIO, CIOBHO XWI B MX oOmectBe. Kpome 3TOro, ¢ MOMEHTa MOHAIIECKOTO
IIOCTPY)KEHHUS OH He paccraBaica ¢ bubnueil. 3a BHMMarenbHbIM uTeHHEM CBSILIEHHOTO
[Tucanus cBATHTENSI MOXKHO OBLIO 3acTaTh BCErZa, KOrjla OH Haxoawics B Kenbe. OH crapaics
BBIUUTHIBATh WJIM MPOCIYIINBATh BECh KPYT €KEAHEBHBIX ciayx0. ['me Obl HM Haxomwica — B
caMoJIéTe WIN B aBTOMOOMJIE — B TPH Yaca IOIOJYIHH BCEerJa OTKpbIBal 10pOKHbINH Yacocaos
u yutan 9-if yac. O HEM MOXKHO CKa3aTh TO, YTO B MOCMEPTHBIX BOCIIOMHUHAHMSIX M IOXBalax
ropopwin MHorue o6 otue Moanne Kponmraarckom: on xui B LlepkBu. To ecTb He 3axaxxuBai
B LIEPKOBb, He pabotan B LlepkBu, He xui 3a cuét Llepksu, He yBaxan LlepkoBs uznanexka. On
MMEHHO CTpeMUIICs KUTh LIepKOBBIO €KECEKYHTHO U CTall OT HE€ HE OTAEIHM.

[To aTHOCY — YKpauHel, 10 >KU3HU — U3THAHHUK U TPakJIaHUH MUPA, TI0 AyXy OH ObLIT PYCCKUM
MPaBOCJIABHBIM CBSATUTEJIEM, a TaKXK€ MOHAXOM-TIOJBIDKHUKOM U JaXXe — IOPOJMBBIM,
COBMeIlasi B CBOEH Majoi »KU3HU MOUTH BCE Jydlllee, YTO CBA3aHO ¢ moHsTueM llpaBociaBus.



Oto camoe GorarctBo IIpaBocnaBust BooOme u pycckoro IlpaBocimaBusi B 4aCTHOCTH BIIaJIbIKa
Hoann no Bosne boxuelt oOHapyxuBall epe JIMLOM 3aaiHOTO MUpa.

3anazHoe CEKYJSIpHOE CO3HAaHUE TpeOyeT OT XPHCTUAHCTBA IPAKTUYECKOH I0Jb3bl, KOTOPYIO
MIOHMMAeT KakK COLMAIBHOE CIIy)KeHHe. B HeoOXOOMMOCTh IMOJBUTA W CHIY MOJHTBBI 3TO
CEKYJISIPHOE CO3HAaHHE HE BEPUT U CUMTAET UX M3IMIIHMMHU. Braapika MoaHH mokasan B cebe
camoM uMeHHO IIpaBocnaBue kak nmoxasur. Camy LEPKOBHYIO UCTOPHIO OH OKUBUII U ClEJal
oueBupHOM. [lpm  3ToM  OJAroTBOPUTENBHOCTb,  CTOJIb  JIHOOMMas  HEBEPYIOIIMMHU
4eJI0BEKOII00IaMu, IBUIIACh Yepe3 Hero Toxke. Apxuenuckon VoaHH co3aBail IPUIOTHL, KaXKa10€
BOCKpECEHbE Iocel1a O0JIbHULIBI, YCTPauBall CTOJIOBBIE 17151 O€IHOTHI, B NIAHXAWCKUX TPYLI00ax
BBIKYTIAJI MJIQJICHIICB Y OIMYCTHBIIUXCS POJAUTENEH, YTOOBI 3aT€M YCTPOUTH UX BocnHuTaHue. Bceé,
YTO CBSI3aHO C MWJIOCEPIUEM, IIPOUCTEKANIO M3 €ro TPYJOB, KaK MOIIHBIA M CBEXHUH IOTOK W3
uctounrnka. Ho 3To ObUI0 HMEHHO YyJIOTBOPHOE MUJIOCEPANE, POXKAEHHOE MOABUTOM M HOYHOU
MOJINTBOM, & HE CCHTUMEHTAJIBHOCTBIO U JKEJIaHUEM ITOXBAJIBL.

Cnyuan wucueneHuil 1o MonMTBaM Bianblku Moanna TpynHo ucumcenauth. [Ipum 3TOM, Kak
UCTUHHBIA XPHUCTOB YYEHUK, BJIaJIbIKa HE JIMIIAT MOJIMTBBI M MHOBEpHBIX. [locemias 6onbHUIIbI,
OH MOT, IO IPOChOE POJIHBIX WJIM CAMOTO OOJBHOIO, OCTAHOBUTHCS HAJOJIrO Ul MOJMTBBI y
IOCTENIM KaTOJMKa, NPOTeCTaHTa Wi uyaed. Yacro, o4yeHb 4YacTo OE3HaAEKHBIE JOTOJIE
OOJIbHBIE BBIIUCHIBAINCH HA CIENYIOIIMI JeHb M3 KIMHUKM IPU HEONHCYEMOM BCeoOIeM
ynuBienud. Ho, kak 3To Bcerga ObIBAaeT y CBSTHIX, €ro JII0OOOBb HE MPOCTUpAiach a0
Oe3pa3nuuus B Bompocax Bepoucnosenanus. Moann Hlanxaiickuii ObUT MPOTUB CMELIAHHBIX
OpaxoB 1 00y4eHUs IPAaBOCIABHON MOJIOJEKN B MHOCIABHBIX YUMIIMIIAX, TaK KaK 3TO YIPOKaIo
norepeit Bepbl. OH TepHeTh He MO HOBEHIIMX 00bIUaeB, BpPO/i€ pa3HOBAaHUS X3JUIOyHUHA, BUISA
B OTOM HEMO3BOJIMTENBHYIO CTeNeHb oOmupuieHus. B OorocioBum oOH He ObUl HHU
KOHcepBaTopoM, Hu jubepanoMm. Ero OGorocioBue ObIJIO KHMBBIM, IOCKOJIBKY OHO ObLIO
auTyprudasiM. Ha kax ol cinyx06e — nponoses. B nocinaHusax nactBe — HU OJHOTO JIMILHETO
clloBa, BCE IO Jely, BO BCEM — SCHOCTb M CTPOIOCTb, YPAaBHOBEIIEHHas JIO0OBBIO.
3HaMeHaTeleH OJUH Ipumep. byayuum mnpurinami€HHeIM B HME3YUTCKUN KOJUIEK, BIIaJbIKa
OCTaHOBWJICSA BO3J€ MKOHBI ApxucTtpatura Muxamna. «9TO — Hall IOKPOBUTENB», — CKa3aj
MECTHBII naTep. — «ITO BaM TaK KayKeTCsl, YTO OH — Balll IOKPOBUTEIb», — OTBETUJI BJIAJIbIKA.
3Has Oau3octh MloanHa Kk HEOECHOM KU3HU, HETPYIHO MOHSTh, YTO 3TO HE ObUIM MPOCTO CIIOBA.
Bepa cBATBIX OTIOB, Bepa MOpyraHHoi u ocrtaBuieiics Baanu Poaunsl, IlpaBocnaBue ObLI0 171
Hero equHcTBeHHON MetuHoi. OcOOEHHO TPOraTesibHO TO, YTO JKU3Hb CBATHUTEINS BCs ObLIa TOMY
IIOATBEPKICHUEM.

ITogpaxkate Moanny TpyaHo. Haie Bcero — Bpsj JIM BO3MOKHO. MOKHO NEPHYThCS, HA4aTh, HO
3aTeM yCTaHellb, 3aMEUIMILIb XOJ U CKAaTUIIbCS HUKE TOM TOYKH, C KOTOPOW Hadall JIBHKEHUE.
Yro nenats? Bcem Henb3si He TOIbKO ObITh MomapTtom. Becem Henmb3s nake MomapTa urpars.
[Hait bor xots 661 Momapra ciymarh, 4To JJIsi MHOTUX YK€ — BbICOTa Hepocsiraemast. Tak xe u
B [10JIBU’KHUYECTBE.

Cam Bnazgpika VoaHH OCO3HaBaJl HEBO3MOXHOCTb MOJpPakKaHHS CBOEMY 00pasy >KHU3HHU I
KaX/0ro Kiupuka wid MoHaxa. OJIHOro MOJIOAOTO CBSIIEHHMKA, CTPEMMBIIETocs K
CTpOXKalIlleMy IOCTy, OH JaXke JIMYHO 3aCTaBIIsUI €CTh KOJIOACy, Haydas uepe3 3TO TOMY, UTO
IIOCT — He LieJb, a cpecTBO. Ho He ToabKO paau moapakaHusi CTOUT 3HAKOMUTBCS € KU3HBIO
MOJBM)KHUKOB. ECTh 1 Apyrue pagocTHbIC TUIOMBI.

Hanpumep, takas mbicab: LlepkoBb xuBa! Pa3MeHsBIIasS TPETbE THICSUEIETHE CBOEH 3EMHOMU
uctopuu, LlepkoBb, poxnparomas TaKAX CBETWIBHUKOB, — >kuBa! EciM MBI 3HaeM CBATBHIX,
nono6usix Moanny Illanxaiickomy, To comHeHue B Omaromatu CBsatoro Jlyxa, KOTOpoOi



HanuTaHo Teno epkoBHOE, — CMEPTHBIN rpex. Ham ecTh 0TKy1a yepnarb MyapoCThb, Y HAaC €CTh
UCTOYHUKHU, B KOTOPBIX MOXXHO OMBITHCS M OYUCTUTHCA. MBI MOXEM OBbITh CBETJIbl U CHIIbHBI,
TEPIENUBBl U PAJOCTHBI, KaXKIbIH — B CBOIO Mepy. [IUTh MyApOCTh M yepnaTh CUIIy MBI MOXKEM
U3 T€X K€ MCTOYHUKOB, YTO U NPUCHONAMATHBIN BIAJbIKA: U3 BOXECTBEHHOW JMUTYpruu, U3
[Mucanus u Ilpenanus, u3 npenanHoctu llepkBu cTpaHcTByromed u oOmeHus ¢ llepkoBbio
TOPKECTBYIOIIEH.

Ipomouepen Anopeii Tkaues
29/10/2010

KPATKOE CJIOBO APXUEIIMCKOIIA HOCU®A (UEPHOBA) HA IIOJIET IOPUS
I'ATAPUHA B KOCMOC

Ilpeonazaem Bawiemy 6HumManuio pacckasz o mom, KaxK NpUCHONOMUHAEMbIl apXuenuckon Aama-
Amunckuti u Kasaxcmanckuii Hocug (4epros) (1893-1975) npousnéc cnoso 6 yepksu o nepsom
noaéme uenosexa 6 kocmoc. Bcnomunaem wogép Baaowvixu:

Amnpens 1961 rona. BnepBsle B HCTOpHM YEJIOBEYECTBA COBEPILIEH
IIOJIET B KOCMUYECKOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

Bnagpiky BbI3bIBaeT Kk ceOe ynoiaHoMoueHHbIM Boxmenun Crenan
PomanoBuu u rosoput: «l/BaH MuxaisioBu4y, Hago CKas3aTh
IIPOIOBEAb B OTHOLIEHUH 3TOT0 “uyna’».

S Be3y Bianbiky 10MOM, OH Ha 3aJIHEM CHJICHUHU CUIUT, CMOTPIO B
3epKajno, BIXKY — Bragpika Tak maibllaMH KpyTHT (BCerjaa Tak
JieJIaeT, Korjaa akTuBHO nymaer). «Tak BOoT, — roBopur, — 3axap
NBanoBuy, napaii Oyaem rotoButbes. [IponoBens Hago ckazath O
Opun Tarapune». — «Ox, ox! — oTBedar, — 4TO ke BbI
Oyznete roBopuTh, Brnaapika!?» — «Hto-To OyIy».

[Ipuexamn nomoil. S nHaOmogato. OH XOAMT TO KOMHATE.
(O06BIYHO, eciaM K MPOMOBEAM TOTOBHUTCS, TO XOJHT, C COOOM

MuTtpononut Anma-

. a3rOBApUBAET).

ATHHCKUH 1 p P )

Kasaxcrauckuii Mocng Hacrynun aens, xorna Hajgo NPOUM3HOCUTH NPONOBEAb. Biaabika
(YepHoB). BBIIIEI, KaK OOBIYHO, M HAYaJl PUMEPHO TaK:

«bpates u cectpel! Bbl 3Haere, B Kakoe BpeMsi MBI KUBEM, KaKOW MpPOrPecc COBEpIIAETCS B
Mupe! MHOro y4yeHslx M300penn MHOToO Xopormiero! A ciblllaJid Bbl — IOCIEAHEE COOBITHE
MPOU3OILIO: Haml MoNoAoN uernoBek — FOpa Tarapun — moOsiBanm B kocmoce! W ortyna
BepHyJcs! A emy, Korjaa oH nonieren, XpyuieB Hukurta Cepreesud ckazain: “lOpouka, mocmoTpu,
ecTh TaM bor, mim HeT?”

N Ttax nmpomomxun Bnagpika: «lOpmuit I'arapun bora nHe Buaea... a Bor ero Bupea! U
Os1arocioBuI!»

Boxmenun ynuensiics, 4To ke Braapika OyneT roBopuTh? A OH BOT uUTO ckaszanl. Sl 3amumcan
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An Interview with Romanian Orthodox

(In Romanian: http://sceptik.wordpress.com/2011/03/26/nou-interviu-cu-parintele-andrew-
phillips-2011/)

BM - How aware are today's Christians about the fact that they belong to ,,another world” (as
you have said in the first interview)? Why don't we ,,resist unto blood, striving against sin”
(Hebrews 12, 4)?

Fr. A — We are in the world, but ‘not of the world’ (Jn. 15, 19)). In this there is a contradiction, a
tension, but tension can always be creative. Today’s crisis, and the word ‘crisis’ in Greek means
‘judgement’, comes from the fact that people no longer recognise that we are not of the world,
most are not even faintly aware of it, they see only an earthly destiny for humanity. According to
them our destiny is to become compost, for an earthly destiny always ends in death. They find
that this diabolical illusion of imagining that we are of the world makes their life easier, because
it means that they have no responsibilities before the face of Eternity, before God. This is
escapism.

To resist, to strive against sin is difficult, for the kingdom of heaven is taken by force, only with
great effort (see Matt. 11, 12). And what is the Church, after all? It is the only true Resistance
Movement in the world, the only true ‘Liberation Front’. I remember the revolution in Romania
in 1989, when you had a ‘National Salvation Front’ under Petre Roman. We knew that it would
not succeed, that you would only pass from one tyranny, the Communist, to another, that of
Mammon, because it was not the real National Salvation Front. Your true and only National
Salvation Front is the Romanian Orthodox Church. But resistance is difficult, because we are
lazy. How much easier to swim with the tide, to go with the world than to resist it and all its
temptations and vanities. But be warned, that way is spiritual self-destruction. In the West, this is
obvious.

BM - Before we proceed to the next question, let's get something clear. First, what's the link
between financial troubles and the judgement of God? What if ,,crisis means judgement” as you
say? And second, I'm sure you haven't met Petre Roman personally, or anyone else from FSN.
Today, it turns out you were right but how could you've known that then?

Fr. A - All human troubles stem from human sinfulness. If there were no sin, we would still be in
Eden. We can use long words like ‘financial troubles’ but in fact it means ‘greed’ — a much
simpler word. The point is that all that we do has consequences. We can live in illusion for years,
we can get into debt for years, but sooner or later reality will intervene. All human actions have
consequences. If the actions are sinful in intention, the results will always be sinful. Indeed, very
often, the consequences are far worse than the actions. For example, an irresponsible girl gets
pregnant by an irresponsible man; the consequences are going to last for a lifetime, for
generations, ‘unto the third generation’ as the Book of Exodus says. And the consequences of sin
are called ‘judgement’. ‘We have a financial crisis’, say the politicians. What this actually
means, though most politicians are too dishonest to admit it, is: “We are being judged by the
consequences of our sins’.

Of course, I have never met Petre Roman, but it is very simple. Anyone who promises that he
can save you is either a liar pr else in as state of self-delusion. Only Christ the Saviour can save.
Any conscious Orthodox Christian knows this.



BM - What should the attitude of a believer towards sin be, and after all, how we should define
sin, because many consider to be sin only murder, rape and theft?

Fr. A — Sin is everything that separates, distances and alienates us from God, from our inevitable
destiny, because we will have to stand before Him at the Last Judgement. Why deny the
inevitable and refuse to prepare for it? Preparation for Judgement is to fight against sin now. If
we do not do this, then we shall experience standing before the presence of the Eternal God as a
burning fire, not as a loving warmth.

BM - Is indifference (in all its aspects) a sin?

Fr. A — Indifference is a disease of the soul, the disease of the Church of the Laodiceans, which
happens when our souls begin to die. Once indifference has contaminated our souls, there is only
one step from that to hostility to God. Why? Because indifference means emptiness, a vacuum
and satan always fills vacuums. It is not possible for there to be spiritual emptiness, it always
gets filled, either with negative or else with spiritual energy. The choice is ours.

BM - Can we consider sinning as an act of treason in front of God?

Fr. A — Yes, sin is act of unfaithfulness, of treason to the kingdom of God. But we should not
despair, repentance is always possible. God accepts us back.

BM - What is, in simple words, the first measure that restrains sin? Is it fear of death, fear of
God, knowlege of the Scripture?

Fr. A — The first measure that restrains sin is rather a consciousness that God is, that He exists.
Until there is a consciousness of the existence of God, like a small flame that burns in our souls,
there can be no consciousness of the immortal soul and its destiny. From here grows the
consciousness of sin, of spiritual dirtiness, of the need for prayer and repentance, of death, of
human destiny, of judgement and retribution. Only when we have a consciousness of God can
there be in us fear of Him, fear of judgement and the desire to live a Church life and know and
understand the Scriptures and the Fathers.

BM - Father, what is the essence of Christianity? After all, why would we believe, anyway? In
today's Romania, many voices claim that the Church has a much too important role in the
community, that there are way too many churches compared to hospitals and schools, that
you don't need religion, aka doctrine, (of any kind) to keep out of murder and immorality.
What should we tell them? Are there many schools and hospitals you have in England?

Fr. A — We believe because God is the reality that undepins the universe. We do not believe that
He exists, we know that he exists, He is our daily experience. The essence of Christianity is to
move nearer to Him.

At the present time, Romania is undergoing a wave of Westernisation. This began wirh the fall of
Communism and then accelerated with Romania’s entry into the EU. There is now a concerted,
conscious effort, organised and funded from Brussels, which istelf is a colony of Washington, to
westernise Romania. And what does ‘westernise’ mean in the current context? It simply means
to make spirtually captive, to secularise. And that means to destroy spiritual life, all awareness of
spiritual reality, of the other world, all concept of the Church and eternal salvation. Therefore
they create the illusions among the foolish secularists, who are manipulated from the West, that



we do not need the Church, it is a waste of money, you need hospitals, schools, social security,
new roads, everything for the life of the body and for the mind without God.

Perhaps Romania does need more of those things, but those things will not save Romania and
Romanians from spiritual death. Only the Church can do that. There is Romania here on earth,
but there is also a Romania in heaven — all those Romanians, peasants and voevody (princes)
who have pleased God. That is the Romania which has eternal significance, that we must be
inspired by and look to, not a degutted, westernised Romania, which will look like and behave
like any other spiritually kidnapped country, with its glass and concrete blocks, its spiritually
ugly culture, emptied of all spiritual and so moral beauty.

BM - Another aspect well observed is that our faith has diminished and it's continuing to
diminish further. What killed our faith, father? Is it progress, wealth, propaganda?

Fr. A — What is killing our faith is the ever greater importance that we attach to the world. And
as St John the Theologian says, the world lies in evil and the prince of the world is satan.

BM - Because we mentioned the Scriptures, share with us 3 passages from the Scriptures that
you love especially. For instance it is still fresh in my memory what happened to Our Lord,
after he was tempted in Quarantania, and the devil left: the place was filled with angels (Mt
4, 11). Or when the Apostles were on the way to Emmaus and they didn't reconginze Him
(Lk, 24, 13-32). Of course, what the holy Apostle and Evangelist John wrote is really
amazing and probably the most beautiful verses from the whole of the Scriptures. But name
just a few you like most.

Fr. A — This, of course, is an impossible task! All I can do with such a question is to refer to the
first three parts of Scripture that come to my mind.

First of all, I especially love the Gospel of St John. I want to learn it by heart. So my first
quotation is the opening verse that we read on Easter Night, the Night of the Resurrection: ‘In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God’. This is very
important to me.

Secondly, there is the verse from St Matthew 6, 33: ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you’.

Finally, there are the words of the Apostle Paul from the First Epistle to the Corinthians 1, 25:
‘The foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men’. But
in fact that whole chapter is very dear to me, especialy verse 2; and 23: ‘The Jews require a sign,
and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified...’

BM - Indeed a tough question, Father, thank you for your answer, I'm glad there's someone else
loving the words of St. John, more than others... I think no matter who I ask this question I'll get
a profound answer. | wasn't going to ask you, but sine you mentioned it, say something about the
(power of the) word. God made the world just by thinking of it, Adam named the animals and the
nature and they obeyed him and answered his call. Christ healed only by word, and so on... Just
how powerful is the word (a more philosophical question I think :) ).

Fr. A - Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, is the Word and Wisdom of God, ‘by
Whom all things were made’, as we confess in the Creed.



Now man is made in the image and likeness of God. Although we have an animal’s body, one
thing distinguishes us from animals, we have an immortal soul since God breathed on us. This
breath or spirit of God gave us an immortal soul and so the faculty of speech. No animal can
speak, the most advanced animals can only imitate man, as for example with chimpanzees,
which can ‘ape’ human-beings, with parrots that can repeat human speech, or with dogs which
physically resemble their owners and even give them affection. But this is imitation, this is not
intelligence, which is a faculty of the soul.

Speech therefore is the sign that we are God-like and human speech is very powerful. You have
heard the saying, ‘the pen is mightier than the sword’ — so even speech written down is powerful,
God-like. On the other hand, with speech, man can destroy. Our ‘worst enemy is our tongue’, say
the Fathers. And yet we have St John Chrysostom — the Golden-mouth and St Nikola
Velimirovich, the Serbian Chrysostom. True, the words that evil men speak hurt and cause evil,
but with time even they are forgotten, but the words of good men and women have go round the
world, are translated and are repeated for millennia. It is because the human word is a reflection
of the Word of God. Of course, the greatest example of this are the words of the Son of God
become human, which have been translated into over 2,000 languages over 2,000 years.

BM - The Holy Scriptures provide advice for all things: family, society, faith, and so on. But if
am to be cynical [ would say that many spiritual falls had happened exactly in this Christian
space. Towards where is our society heading, Father? The rhythm is becoming more and
more hard to take. Music is infected with satanic and immoral verses, television just gives
impulse to all evil, at school they learn sex and drugs... What can a true Christian do in these
circumstances to keep himself clean from all this junk?

Fr .A — The world is returning to paganism of the first three centuries, that which the Apostolic
Fathers combated. What can we do? Pray! To pray is to talk with God, it is a supernatural act.
Every second that we pray is a second more that we devote to eternity and not to this world, to
what is beyond nature and not to fallen nature. They say: ‘Tell me what you read and I will tell
you who you are’. I say: ‘Tell me who you talk to and I will tell you who you are’. Do we talk to
Christ, to the Mother of God, to the saints and angels — or do we talk to TV?

BM - In Romania, the sayng goes: ,,Tell me who your friends are, to tell you who you are”. A bit
different, but works in either ways. So let's become friends with God and His saints, that's good
advice...

And do not despair. At times in history the Apocalypse has come very near, at other times it has
receded. At present we are in a time of acceleration. This does not have to last. We can turn
back. True, we are all in a train that is rapidly heading to the terminus, to the end of the world.
But you know trains can break down, they can stop and they can also go backwards, into reverse.
Nothing is inevitable with this train. It depends on us.

Trust in the Providence of God. He alone can make good out of bad. So do not believe in the
black prophecies and cynicism of those who have lost their faith. Because they have lost their
faith, they have also lost their hope. and because they have lost their hope, they have lost their
love.

BM - About our society, should we be content and justify our lack of resistance to the idea that
there is nothing we can change, should we cease to be the spirit of the ,,world”?



Fr. A — Every prayer, every fast, every act of going to church, every confession, every
communion is an act of resistance to the world and all its upside down pyramid of values. We
fight to the end. Everything is in God’s hands. I am opposed to those who acuse other races or
groups of conspiracy. There is only one who conspires against us and that is the devil.

It is true that at different times, the devil uses different people, groups of people and ideologies
against us. For example, at one time, it was the Communists whom he manipulated to use against
us, today the devil has no time for Communism. It is irrelevant to his cause. He has far more
efficient helpers today. Unfortunately, many accept these new enemies into their hearts and
homes, whereas they would never have accepted Communism. All our enemies are in fact
victims of the devil, they have given up their God-given freedom to become slaves of the devil.
All these sophisticated, ‘educated’ people, who think they know everything and are going to save
humanity with their technology are all weak, manipulated victims of the devil.

BM - I think it's quite interesting, fascinating even, how many things one could learn by
interacting with animals and nature. When you plant a seed and care for it to grow, when you
feed animals and receive their kindness; the flowers, the birds, it's as though ,,someone” is trying
to tell/teach us something. Won't you say so? Meanwhile, a technological society refuses in a
way this teaching.

Fr. A — Who planted the Garden of Eden ‘in the east’? God. We recall God ‘walked in the garden
in the cool of the day’. And so any care for God’s Creation is in fact an imitation of God the
Loving Father. Man would do better to think of himself as a gardener than a technologist.
Technology is an imitation of God, but it is always faulty, it always breaks down, it always has a
disadvantage, a side-effect. Why? Simply because God is good, but man is sinful. His sin spread
to everything that he makes, creates, touches.

I remember when the Americans got to the moon, they at once had a project to put bombs on the
moon. Why? The same thing with space, both the Americans and the Soviets had plans for ‘killer
satellites’, for ‘star wars’. As soon as man goes somewhere, he causes problems, so
unnecessarily.

Nowadays, people are beginning to return to the idea of ‘protecting the environment’ from their
own technology. But if you look at this, it is also harmful because they are trying to protect the
environment’ with even more technology. For example, I have been told that electric cars are
very harmful because of course they have to get their electricity from somewhere, but also
because they cannot be recycled and the batteries they use are very anti-environment.

In general, this environmentalism is just a neo-pagan worship of fallen nature. This word
‘environment’ is completely wrong, anti-Christian, because it is man-centred, because it only
talks about what is ‘around man’. A Christian ecological movement would talk about looking
after ‘God’s Creation’, not looking after ‘man’s environment’. And so we return to the idea of
man as a gardener in God’s garden. Until we return to that, God will never again ‘walk’ among
us again.

BM - It seems people are interested only in how to consume more, how to seize. The world is
selfish. Even in this blessed land (region) we can observe a decrease in interest in religion.
People, when they have troubles, tend to curse God, rather than come back to Him, as once.
What determines this stony heart? Could it be because God doesn't meet our selfish claims?



Fr. A - The whole modern Western consumer system is based on egoism: ‘I love myself’. This
creates stony hearts, capable only of loving themselves. The Western system, which Romania is
absorbing now, is all based on the self. What is consumerism? It is self-indulgence, self-flattery,
self-love. Because modern culture is selfish, it is destructive of anything collective, of the family,
of the nation and of course of the greatest community of all, the Church, which is opposed to
individualism. Like Western countries, Romania is now on a course of self-destruction, of
spiritual and so cultural suicide.

BM - You know what I think? This welfare brought by technology makes you happy in a way,
but in an unnatural way, because it pushes you towards egoism. Struggling for your own interest,
you forget about others, while troubles keep you in a state of awareness. When you feel bad, you
can see others feeling bad, but when you are well, you don't see them anymore. Man runs after
pleasure, but it is all an illusion. At one point you get bored with all the running and desire
something else (another pleasuring thing). Why don't we feel satisfied by what we find in these
pleasuring things?

Fr. A — Yes, I agree. Consumerism is pure egoism. It all began with the American concept of
‘self-service’. What about serving others?

Today I see young people who live in an anti-social world of their own, with MP3s, with laptops,
with Facebook, with MySpace, personalised this, personalised that. They are sealed off from
others, form reality, in a virtual (= self-centred) world. My, My My. Me, Me, Me. |, I, L.

This dissatisfaction is because these pleasuring things give only short-term pleasure. Short-term
pleasure satisfies for a short time the body, the emotions and the mind, but it can do nothing for
the soul, which alone is eternal. The whole of modern society is based on providing this short-
term pleasure because it is soulless, not eternal.

BM - A great Romanian theologian (Fr. Dumitru Staniloae) said that man is pushed towards
passions by the fear of death, but paradoxically, in the state that follows sinful pleasure or vanity,
man finds precisely the smell of death, spiritual death, of course.

Fr. A — We fear death, because it is unnatural for us. God did not create us for death, but for life.
God is called the Creator, the Giver of Life. Death came into the world with the sin of Adam and,
as the Apostle says, ‘the wages of sin is death’ (Romans 6, 23). However, until we accept the
reality of our fallenness, our sinful state, we cannot find repentance. And without repentance,
there can be no escape from death. We run away from death by asserting our sinful flesh, but
then we realise that flesh is mortal. We become materially rich but find no happiness in it and
actually regret the past, when we were not rich.

BM - It is at least interesting the fact that we cannot sleep because of earthly worries, but the fact
that we won’t be saved doesn't trouble us that much. I remember some dialogues from the
Desert Fathers: Why are you upset, avva? I still (need to) eat. Why are you upset, avva? |
still (need to) sleep. But now, no matter wealth, man just wants more and more... ‘For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also (Lk. 12, 34)’ ?

Fr. A — Like any lie, all sin is a vicious circle, like a drug, an addiction. Once we start, we want
to go on. We can only break out of the habit of sin through repentance, though new life, the
breaking into earth of heaven. The Greek word for repentance is ‘metanoia’, which really means
‘a change of mind’. And that is what we must do - to change our mind, turn our backs on sin and
return to our Father’s House.



BM - We spoke about the Scriptures and about the present, let's talk a little about the future.
Mankind has always been interested in knowing the future, the last days... Now, people are
talking only about this, conspiracies, end of times, poison and so on. Sometimes I feel like we
know more about the Apocalypse than God Himself or, anyway, we know more about the
Apocalypse but almost nothing about the Resurrection. What impact could this negative and
narrow view have on our souls? What brings the end, how can we delay it, and what should be
the normal attitude to the topic?

Fr. A — I never recommend anyone to read the Book of the Apocalypse of St John, the only
prophetic book in the New Testament. Let us concentrate on the four Gospels, the Apostle
and the Psalms. It can actually be dangerous to read the Book of the Apocalypse. Your soul
must be ready for it. This whole concern with the end of the world can be negative, with its
pseudo-predictions, morbidity and despair. As you say, it is the Resurrection that is really
important.

We should not be so concerned with the end of the world, we should be concerned with the end
of our world, that is our own mortality and then judgement. Christ calls us to save ourselves. We
are not saviours of the world. He is the only Saviour of the world. Only if we can save ourselves
can we actually help anyone else.

All speculations about the end of the world are futile. Our Lord Himself says that He does not
know when the end of the world will come, it is only His Father who knows (Matt. 24, 36). Thus,
if human-beings claim that they know when the end will come, that is pure spiritual pride,
arrogance, illusion, for they are claiming that they know more than Christ.

We can delay the end through repentance. Every spiritual act is another second of time that the
world will last, an extension, extra time gained for repentance. The end will come only when
there are no more spiritual acts, when the world, in other words, is spiritually worthless, as it was
before Noah.

The normal attitude to the last things is to think of our own salvation and our own mortality. We
should not worry about this for we know that God is Love. If we do not think like this, we will
fall into despair.

BM - Speaking about narrow views and Protestant thinking, I found respectable clerics or monks
who think according to standards defined by them (they make the rule into an aim). I'm not
talking about a personal understanding of dogma, I'm referring to the fact that they close
what they think into patterns and classify them according to ,,letters” (...the letter killeth, but
the spirit giveth life, II Corinthians 3, 6). What is the border line between ,letter” and
,»spirit” as the Apostle Paul says in his Epistle?

Fr. A — We must not be like the Pharisees, who make idols out of rules (you must not heal on the
Sabbath, in other words, you must not do good on the Sabbath). If our souls are spiritually alive,
then we will know what to do. We must constantly ask ourselves, where does the greater good lie
- in following the letter, or following the spirit. Of course, they often coincide, but it is not
always the case. Each human soul needs the correct dose of spiritual medicine at the right time.

For example, I can think of a young woman, very zealous for the faith, but zealous ‘not
according to knowledge’, who fasted excessively and was proud of this. She came to me in a
state of ill health. I gave her a penance (epitimia), not to fast during the Great Fast until Great



and Holy Monday. Indeed, I commanded her to eat as much as she could eat within reason in
order to restore her health. I will have to answer for this at the Last Judgement, but later her
doctor phoned me and thanked because he said that I had ‘saved’ her, because she had been
making herself seriously ill. So where was the greater good?

BM - Still, Father, we must inform people of what is going on, because after all these years of
indoctrination, we are subjects to another kind, of the same type. So, ordinary people don't know
about it, because on TV they don't say it, and many lack access to the internet or a credible
source. I think is necessary to inform and educate our fellows, so they can take the best decision
for themselves.

Fr. A - Of course, we must be aware of what is going on in the world around us and tell others.
That is absolutely vital because today the world is being manipulated by dark forces. We must
create an Orthodox consciousness, a conscious Orthodoxy. ‘Behold, I send you forth as sheep in
the midst of wolves; be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves’ (Matt 10, 16).
Again, I repeat, we are not of the world, but we do live in the world. This does not mean that we
live in a ghetto, we live in reality and we must know what attitudes to have towards that reality.
That means ‘being wise as serpents’. On the other hand, we must strive to keep ourselves ‘clean’,
in other words to remain ‘as harmless as doves’. We must keep our integrity, but we must also
know about human nature and our enemies who are active in the world around us. If we do not
know the tactics of our enemies, how can we resist them?

Today, the whole world is trying to indoctrinate us, to brainwash us and this is much worse than
under Communism. That the Communists were wrong was obvious. However, the Western
world is far more subtle and its ideology, its ‘Sex in the city’, is far more dangerous. The
Communists were Neanderthals. Who today uses a hammer and a sickle? Now we use a machine
assisted by a computer and a tractor guided by a satellite. So the Western world, including the
EU, is very sophisticated, but therefore its propaganda is worse than that of the Nazis. The
Western world is a form of flattery for human sin. It says: ‘Go on, do it, it will make you feel
good’. But when we realise the consequences, it is already too late, we are already addicted. If
the EU offers big money if we sell our souls to it, then we must say no. But we have to know the
price of their money, sometimes it is spiritually neutral, then — and only then - we can accept.

We have to be aware. We are moving towards the end. Obviously, every second that passes
means we are a second closer to the end. But this must not become an obsession. It is the same
with electronic chips. We do not like them, we know that they are a sign of the end. On the other
hand, to make them the main article of our faith and to create a schism is also to play into the
devil’s hands.

BM - How often do you confess and how often do you take Communion?

Fr. A - I encourage people to come to confession and communion frequently. I recommend once
a month, but probably on average people come less often than this. When you live in a country of
Orthodox Tradition, like Greece or Serbia, perhaps you do not take communion so frequently,
but in Western countries which are spiritual deserts, you have to take an active part in Church
life in order to survive spiritually. On the other hand, I also believe in very careful preparation
before communion. We must keep the fasts, say our prayers, read the Gospels and the Epistles,
read the Lives of the Saints. Our Orthodox Life is a virtuous circle: we need the grace of God
from the holy sacraments, but we also need to make great efforts of repentance in order to
partake of the sacraments regularly. This in turn gives us the zeal to repent and desire to take
communion even more regularly.



Prayer is not enough. If our prayer is sincere, action always follows. As the Apostle James says,
faith without works is dead (James 2, 17). A soul that is alive does things. It prays first and then
it acts. A soul that is dead has neither faith nor works. A soul that is dying, though not yet dead,
can easily fall into a passive pietism, a sort of fatalism, a quietism. This is not Orthodox. For
example, too many mention only that God is merciful. Of course, this is true, but God is also a
Righteous Judge. The Fathers all say that when we think of the sins of others, we should think of
the mercy of God. But when we think of ourselves, we should think of God the Righteous Judge
— and tremble. How do we obtain salvation? Prayer and communion, but action always follows.
Read Matthew chapter 25, how we must clothe the naked, lodge the stranger, feed the hungry,
visit the sick and those in prison. Both literally and in the spiritual sense, I mean the spiritually
naked, the spiritually hungry, the spiritual stranger, the spiritually sick and captive.

A soul that is alive goes and does things. Look at St John of Kronstadt. He set up a home for the
employed, he helped alcoholics, he took prostitutes off the streets and gave them healthy work
and so an income. St Nicholas did the same, so did St Basil the Great. The Orthodox Faith is
active, not passive. I think many of the problems in parts of Eastern Europe come from the fact
that the Communists did not allow the Church any social activity. And now this passivity has
become normal. Of course, we are not Protestants, we must not fall into the opposite extreme of
social activism. All action and no prayer. Passivism. Activism. All isms are bad. And Orthodoxy
is not an ism. Being socially active is not an ideology for us, it is not an aim, it is just a result of
having faith, of obeying the commandments — love God and love your neighbour.

BM - How do you understand, ‘I shall not tell Thine enemies the secret, nor give Thee a kiss like
Judas’, from the prayer before Communion at the Liturgy?

Fr. A - ‘Telling His enemies the secret’ means being a traitor to Christ instead of confessing Him
And the kiss of Judas is the kiss of the hypocrite. These words are pleas for sincerity from us all,
because in our times every sin makes us into a traitor and a hypocrite. And sin has become
almost institutionalised in our daily lives. This is very sad. We must take these words as a
warning to us. Are we ready to be faithful to Christ, to witness to Him? Are we ready to be
martyred for Him? If not, then frankly, we should be ashamed to call ourselves Orthodox
Christians and not take communion.

BM - Father, I would like you to talk about the meaning of the nation, not politically but
according to the Scriptures, especially from the context of Genesis. Why are there so many
nations? Do they have a historic role? Is the past of a nation important? Is the tribute to our
ancestors important? Will nations be judged?

Fr. A — God scattered the peoples after the building and fall of the Tower of Babel. So, many
different languages were formed and nations were formed. The unity of the nations is not in
building a new Tower of Babel, in Brussels or in Washington, it is in the Holy Spirit, in the Day
of Pentecost. This is spiritual unity, which allows diversity, whereas the present politically-
imposed unity, globalism, is all about destroying diversity, making us the same.

We must love the country where it was God’s will for us to be born, because God created its
natural beauty and allowed its manmade beauty to come into existence...Every nation has a role
to play in the world, in history. We shall only understand this clearly at the end of time and how
each nation has performed, both managing and also failing to do God’s Will in history, whether
it has remained faithful to the best of its past, to the best achievements of its ancestors. Each
nation has a guardian angel and each nation through its individuals will be judged at the end of
time.
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	BM - What should the attitude of a believer towards sin be, and after all, how we should define sin, because many consider to be sin only murder, rape and theft?
	BM - Can we consider sinning as an act of treason in front of God?
	Fr. A – Yes, sin is act of unfaithfulness, of treason to the kingdom of God. But we should not despair, repentance is always possible. God accepts us back.
	BM - What is, in simple words, the first measure that restrains sin? Is it fear of death, fear of God, knowlege of the Scripture?
	BM - Father, what is the essence of Christianity? After all, why would we believe, anyway? In today's Romania, many voices claim that the Church has a much too important role in the community, that there are way too many churches compared to hospitals and schools, that you don't need religion, aka doctrine, (of any kind) to keep out of murder and immorality. What should we tell them? Are there many schools and hospitals you have in England? 
	BM - Another aspect well observed is that our faith has diminished and it's continuing to diminish  further. What killed our faith, father? Is it progress, wealth, propaganda?
	Fr. A – What is killing our faith is the ever greater importance that we attach to the world. And as St John the Theologian says, the world lies in evil and the prince of the world is satan.
	BM - Because we mentioned the Scriptures, share with us 3 passages from the Scriptures that you love especially. For instance it is still fresh in my memory what happened to Our Lord, after he was tempted in Quarantania, and the devil left: the place was filled with angels (Mt 4, 11). Or when the Apostles were on the way to Emmaus and they didn't reconginze Him (Lk, 24, 13-32). Of course, what the holy Apostle and Evangelist John wrote is really amazing and probably the most beautiful verses from the whole of the Scriptures. But name just a few you like most.
	BM - The Holy Scriptures provide advice for all things: family, society, faith, and so on. But if I am to be cynical I would say that many spiritual falls had happened exactly in this Christian space. Towards where is our society heading, Father? The rhythm is becoming more and more hard to take. Music is infected with satanic and immoral verses, television just gives impulse to all evil, at school they learn sex and drugs... What can a true Christian do in these circumstances to keep himself clean from all this junk?
	BM - About our society, should we be content and justify our lack of resistance to the idea that there is nothing we can change, should we cease to be the spirit of the „world”?
	BM - It seems people are interested only in how to consume more, how to seize. The world is selfish. Even in this blessed land (region) we can observe a decrease in interest in religion. People, when they have troubles, tend to curse God, rather than come back to Him, as once. What determines this stony heart? Could it be because God doesn't meet our selfish claims?
	BM - It is at least interesting the fact that we cannot sleep because of earthly worries, but the fact that we won’t be saved doesn't trouble us that much. I remember some dialogues from the Desert Fathers: Why are you upset, avva? I still (need to) eat. Why are you upset, avva? I still (need to) sleep. But now, no matter wealth, man just wants more and more... ‘For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also (Lk. 12, 34)’ ?
	Fr. A – I never recommend anyone to read the Book of the Apocalypse of St John, the only prophetic book in the New Testament. Let us concentrate on the four Gospels, the Apostle and the Psalms. It can actually be dangerous to read the Book of the Apocalypse. Your soul must be ready for it. This whole concern with the end of the world can be negative, with its pseudo-predictions, morbidity and despair. As you say, it is the Resurrection that is really important. 
	BM - Speaking about narrow views and Protestant thinking, I found respectable clerics or monks who think according to standards defined by them (they make the rule into an aim). I'm not talking about a personal understanding of dogma, I'm referring to the fact that they close what they think into patterns and classify them according to „letters” (...the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life, II Corinthians 3, 6). What is the border line between „letter” and „spirit” as the Apostle Paul says in his Epistle?
	BM - Father, I would like you to talk about the meaning of the nation, not politically but according to the Scriptures, especially from the context of Genesis. Why are there so many nations? Do they have a historic role? Is the past of a nation important? Is the tribute to our ancestors important? Will nations be judged?

