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Pacniucanne borociysxkennii / Services in July-August

Sunday 1 July
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boxxecTBeHHast TuTyprus

Saturday 7 July
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenouinoe 6aenue

Sunday 8 July
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boxxecTBeHHast tuTyprus
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Saturday 14 July
530 pm: No Vigil because of talk at the Orthodox Conference in Portsmouth /
BcenomHoro 61eHust He OyIeT U3-3a JI0KJIajia Ha MpaBoCciaBHOM cbe3fe B [lopTremyTe

Sunday 15 July
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boxxecTBeHHast muTyprus

Saturday 21 July
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcenomntHoe 6acame

Sunday 22 July
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxecTBeHHast TuTyprus

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE NEXT SERVICE AFTER SUNDAY 22 JULY IS ON
SATURDAY 18 AUGUST. IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE CONTACT ME
ON 00 33 240 283 791

CJEJYIOWEE BOIOCJIYKEHME IIOCJIE 22 UIOAA COCTOUTCA B
CYBBOTY 18 ABI'YCTA. B CJIVHAE KPAVMHEN HEOEXOAUMOCTH

3BOHWUTE MHE HA HOMEP 00 33 240 283 791

Saturday 18 August
5.30 pm: Vigil of the Transfiguration of Our Lord / BcenomHoe 6aeHue mpa3maHHuKa

[Ipeobpaxenus ['ocriogHs

Sunday 19 August: The Transfiguration / IIpeo6paxenne I'ocniogne
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boxxecTBeHHast muTyprus

Saturday 25 August
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcenontHoe 6acHme

Sunday 26 August
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxecTBeHHast TuTyprus

Monday 27 August
5.30 pm: Vigil of the Dormition of the Mother of God / Bcenomnoe 61enne mpa3gHuka
Ycenenus [IpecssToit boropoauiisi

Tuesday 28 August: The Dormition of the Mother of God / Ycnenue IlpecBaToii

boropoauubt
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boxxecTBeHHast TuTyprus




Baptisms in June / KpeCTUHbI B UIOHE

2 June: Antonia Gabriela Racolta
9 June: Vasily Sinakovs
14 June: Alexander Body

NEWS

Church

You will remember that in April we had the front of the Church painted. In May we had the Hall
exterior repaired and painted and also received the six icons for the chapel iconostasis. These
were painted in Moldova by the same iconographer who painted the 35 icons of the main
iconostasis (see the last two pages of this newsletter). At the same time our electrician changed
the 16 light bulbs in the Church from yellow to white, providing better light, tested electrical
equipment and improved the electricity supply in the Hall kitchen. These improvements cost us
£6,550 altogether.

In late May we had the first part of our Bell Sound Machine installed, which means that we now
hear bells, as you will have heard at services. We sincerely thank a Russian parishioner, Irina X,
for her help (I will not embarrass her by mentioning her surname), who donated £1200 towards
this. If others are able to help with the costs, we will of course be very, very grateful. Once the
rest of the machine is fitted, we shall hear bells as in Russia, the only church in this country to
have this system.

We have a number of other projects in mind for the longer-term future. These are to have the
other three outside walls of the Church painted, the tarmac around the Church resurfaced (475
square metres) and new flooring for the 430 square metres of the Church which is not carpeted.
We have been given approximate estimates and think that all this will cost at least £25,000. We
believe that this could be done over the next three to four years. In the longer term, we would
also like to extend St John’s Hall, which is only 100 square metres at present, and replace the
lighting system in the Church with chandeliers. We will be patient.

Metropolitan Hilarion and our Patronal Feast

As you will remember, Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk was due to visit us on our patronal
feast on 30 June, as agreed last November. Unfortunately, he had to cancel his visit on 15 June.
However, we are seeing Fr Vladimir and a group of pilgrims from our London church in Harvard
Road. Their presence is a great joy to us and we warmly welcome them.

Syria

Please pray for Lia, our only parishioner from Syria, whose father is a doctor in Damascus. The
rest of her family live all over Syria, where the Civil War is raging.



Brtish Citizenship

Congratulations to Valentina Saura who received her British Citizenship on Thursday 7 June at a
ceremony at Chelmsford County Hall, at which Fr Andrew and Matushka were present. Fr

Evgeny Selensky and family received their British Citizenship on 13 June. Congratulations to
all!

Hayauo IlerpoBa nocra

IIpomouepen Jumumpuit Cmupnos
20 wons 2011 2. Wcrounuk: I[Ipasocrasue u coepemennocmeo

Ecnu y wenoseka crnpocutb: «Kak Tbl 1yMaelib, Kakol caMblid
CTpalIHBIA Tpex?» — OJAMH Ha30BeT YOWIICTBO, Apyroit
BOPOBCTBO, TPETUH IOJUIOCTh, YETBEPTHIM MpenaTenscTBo. Ha
CaMOM JieJie CaMblil CTpalIHbId IPeX — 3TO HEBEpPHUE, a YK OHO
POKJAEeT U MOJUIOCTh, U MPENATENbCTBO, U MPEN000IesHuE, U
BOPOBCTBO, U YOUHCTBO, U YTO YTOJTHO.

Tporouepeit Aumutpuiit CMUPHOB

I'pex HEe ecTb MPOCTYNOK; MPOCTYINOK SIBJISETCS CIEACTBUEM TIpexa, Kak Kalledb — 3TO He
Oose3Hb, a ee cinenctBue. OU4eHb YacTO ObIBAET, UTO YEJIOBEK HUKOTO HE YOWJ, HE orpadui, He
COTBOPMJI KAaKOH-TO MOJUIOCTH U MO3TOMY JAyMaeT O cebe XOpOolIo, HO OH HE 3HAET, YTO €ro rpex
XyXke, ueM yOuiCTBO, U XyXe, 4UeM BOPOBCTBO, IOTOMY YTO OH B CBOEH KM3HU MPOXOJUT MHUMO
CaMoro IJ1aBHOTO.

Hesepue — 3TO cocTOosiHME AymIM, KOrja 4elOBEK He uyBcTByeT bora. OHO cBs3aHO ¢
HeO1aroJapHocThI0 bory, n UM 3apakeHbl HE TOJIBKO JIIO/IM, MOJHOCTBhIO OTpHLAIOLINE ObITHE
boxne, HO 1 kaxxaplii U3 Hac. Kak BCAKMI CMEPTHBIN I'peX, HEBEpUE OCIEIUIIET YesloBeka. Eciu
KOT'0-TO CIIPOCHUTB, IOITYCTHM, O BBICIIEH MAaTeMaTHKE, OH CKAXKET: «TO HE MOl TEMA, 51 B TOM
HUYETO HE MOHMMAaro». ECIM CpOCHTh 0 KyJIMHApHH, OH CKaXeT: «S Jaxe CyIl He yMEI0 BapuTh,
3TO He B Moeil kommnereHuun». Ho korga peub 3axoAuT O Bepe, TyT BCE MMEIOT COOCTBEHHOE
MHeHHe. OJuH 3asBisieT: 1 CUMTal0 Tak; Apyroi: s cuutaro Tak. OJIUH TOBOPUT: MOCTHI
coOuroaTh He HaZo. A Jpyroii: Most 6alyiika ObUIa BepyIOLIE 1 OHA BOT TaK Jienaja, o3TOMY
HaJo Jenath Tak. Y Bce OepyTcs CyIuTh U PSINTH, XOTS B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CITydaeB HUYETO B 3TOM
HE MIOHUMAIOT.
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[Touemy, Koraa BOIPOCHI KAacarOTCsl BEPbI, KAXKIbIH CTPEMUTCS 00s3aTeIbHO BHICKAa3aTh CBOE
nypaukoe mHeHue? [louemy B 3THUX BOMpocax JIOAM BAPYT CTAHOBSTCS CIENUATUCTaMU?
[Touemy OHUM yBepeHBI, UTO BCe 37IeCh TOHUMAIOT, Bee 3HatOT? [1oToMy 4TO KaXk/ablil cuuTaeT, 4to
OH BepyeT B TOH caMoii cTeneHH, B KOTopoi HeoOxoaumo. Ha camoM zene 3To COBEpIICHHO He
TaK, U 3TO OYEHb JIerKo mpoBepuTh. B EBanrenuu ckazano: «Eciu Bbl Oyzere MMeTh Bepy ¢
TOPYUYHOE 3€PHO U CKAaXKETE rope Ce: «Iepenu OTCIAa Ty1a», U OHa nepeiner». Ecinu 3toro
He Hal0JIt0JaeTcsl, 3HAUUT, HET Bephl JJake C TOPUUYHOE 3epHO. Tak Kak 4eJI0BEK OCIIEIUIeH, TO OH
CUMTAET, YTO BEPYyeT JOCTAaTOYHO, a HAa CaMOM JIelleé OH HE€ MOXKET COBEPLIMTh JaXKe TaKoh
NYCTSK, KaK CABMHYTb IOpy, KOTOPYIO M 0€3 Bepbl CABUHYTh MOXHO. M mu3-3a manoBepus
IMPOUCXOOAT BCC HAIIN 6€,Z[I)I.

Kornma lNocrionp men mo Bogam, [leTp, KOTOpBIM HUKOTO HAa CBETE€ HE JMIOOMI TakK, KaKk XpPHCTa,
3axoTen npuiT K Hemy u ckazan: «IloBenu Mue, u s oiiay k TeGe». 'ocionb roBoput: «Mman».
N Tletp Takke moiien 1Mo BoAaM, HO HA CEKYHAY HCIYTrajicsi, YCOMHWICS U CTaJll TOHYTb M
BOCKIIMKHYJ: «['ocroau, cmacu mMeHs, s nmoru6aro!» CHauyana oH coOpas BCIO CBOIO Bepy H, Ha
CKOJIbKO €€ XBaTHJIO, Ha CTOJIBKO OH U MPOIIIE, @ TOTOM, KOT'/Ia «3aIacy» UCCSK, CTajl TOHYTh.

Bort Tak xe u mbl. KTo U3 Hac He 3HaeT, uyTo bor ects? Bcee 3naroT. KTo He 3Haer, uto bor
CHBIIIUT Hamu MONHUTBBI? Bee 3HatoT. bor BeeBeny, u, rie 061 Mbl HE ObUTH, OH CIBIIIAT BCE
CJIOBa, KOTOpblE MbI MPOWM3HOCHUM. MbI 3HaeM, uto ['ocmonps Onar. [laxke B ceromHsIIHEM
EBanrenuu ectp MOATBEpPXKICHUE 3TOMY, W BCS Hallla >KH3Hb TOKa3biBaeT, kak OH K Ham
munnocTuB. ['ocrioaps Mucyc Xpuctoc rOBOPHT, UTO, €CIIU HAIIIE AUTS MPOCUT XJie0a, HEYKelld MBI
JaauM €My KaMeHb WM, €CJIM TMPOCHUT PbIOy, AamuM emy 3mero. KTo W3 Hac MOXKeT Tak
noctynutb? Hukro. A Benp Mbl Jtoau 3ible. Heyxkenu 3TO0 MoOKeT coBeplIMTh [ocmojb,
Koropgiii 6mar?

TeM He MeHee MbI BCe BpeMs POIIIIEM, BCE BPEMSI CTOHEM, BCE BPEMS TO C OJJHUM HE COIJIaCHBI,
To ¢ apyruM. ['ocnoas Ham roBopuT, uto myTh B llapcTBue Hebecnoe nexxuT uepe3 MHOTHE
CTpanaHus, a Mbl He BepuM. Ham Bce xo4eTcsi ObITh 3JOPOBBIMH, CUACTIUBBIMHU, Mbl BCE XOTUM
Ha 3eMJIe XOpOILIO YCTPOUTHCS. ['OCHOJab TOBOPUT, YTO TOJBKO TOT, KTO moizaer 3a Hum u
BO3BMET CBOM KkpecT, pocturHeT [lapcTtBus HeGecHoro, a HaMm 3TO OMsATh HE MOAXOINUT, MBI CHOBA
HACTaMBaeM Ha CBOEM, XOTS CUUTaeM ceOsl BepyIoImUMU. YHCTO TEOPETHUECKH MBI 3HAEM, YTO B
EBanrenuu comep>kurcs UCTUHA, OJHAKO BCS Hallla >KU3Hb UJIET MPOTUB Hee. M yacTo HeT y Hac
cTpaxa boxus, moToMy 4to MbI 3a0bIBaeM, 4To ['ocmonp Bceraa psiioM, BCerja Ha HaC CMOTPHT.
[TosTOMy MBI Tak JIETKO TpeUIMM, JETKO OCYXKIAeM, JIEFKO YEJIOBEKY MOXKEM IOXenaTh 3J1a,
JIETKO MM TIpeHeOpeydb, OCKOPOHUTH €T0, OOUIETh.

TeopeTnyeckn HaM M3BECTHO, YTO €CTh Be3aecyuuid bor, HO Hamie cepAale Maaeko OTCTOUT OT
Hero, Mb1 Ero He uyBcTByeM, HaM KaxKeTcs, 9To bor rae-to TaMm, B 0eCkoHEYHOM KocMmoce, U OH
Hac He BUJIUT U HE 3HaeT. [[loaToMy MBI rpemmM, mo3ToMy He coriamaemcs ¢ Ero 3anoBeasiMu,
npeTeHayeM Ha CBOOOAY ApPYTHUX, XOTUM IMepelenaTh BCE I0-CBOEMY, XOTHM BCHO >KU3Hb
M3MEHUTh U CIIeNIaTh €€ TaKOW, KaK Mbl CUATAeM HYXHbIM. HO 3TO COBEpIlIEHHO HEMpPaBHIbHO,
Mbl HHUKaK HE MOXEM B TAaKOM CTENEHU YIPABIATb CBOEHU XU3HBbIO. MBI MOXKEM TOJIBKO
CMUPSATBHCA Tepes TeM, 9To ['ocrmoapr HaM JaeT, U pajioBaThCcs TOMY OJlary M TeM HaKa3aHHsM,
KoTopbie OH MOCBLIAET, MOTOMY 4TO uepe3 310 OH Hac yuut LlapctBuro He6ecnomy. Ho mb1 Emy
HE BEPUM — MBI HE BEpUM, YTO HEIB3sl TPyOWTh, M MOATOMY I'pyOMM; HE BEpHUM, YTO HEJb3s



pazapaxarbcsi, U pa3pa)kaeMcsi; Mbl HE BEpHM, YTO HENb35 3aBUI0BATh, M YaCTO KJIAJEM Iia3 Ha
Yy)KO€ U 3aBUAyeM OJaromoiayyuio ApPYTuX JIoAed. A HEKOTOpble JAep3aloT 3aBUJ0BaTh U
JTYXOBHBIM JapoBaHUsAM OT bora — 370 BooOIIe TpeX CTpallHbIi, MOTOMY YTO KaKAbld oT bora
MOJIyYaeT TO, YTO OH MOXET MOHECTH.

Hesepue — 310 yaen He TOJNBKO J0JeH, KOTopble OTpulatoT bora; oHO T7Iy0OKO MPOHUKAET U B
Haury >ku3Hb. [103TOMy MBI 4acTO npeObIBacM B YHBIHHMHM, B IIAHUKE, HE 3HAEM, UTO HaM JIeaTh;
Hac JylIaT cJie3bl, HO 3TO HE CJe3bl MOKasHUS, OHU HE OYMIIAIOT HAC OT Ipexa — 3TO CIE3bl
OTYasiHUSA, IOTOMY YTO MBI 3a0bIBaeM, 4To ['ocrioab Bce BUANT; MBI 3IUMCS, POIIIIEM, HETOYEM.

Otyero Mpl BceX OJIM3KUX XOTHUM 3aCTaBUTh XOJUTh B LIEPKOBb, MOJIUTHCS, puyamatsesa? OT
HEBEpHsl, TOTOMY YTO MbI 3a0bIBaeM, 4To bor xoueT Toro xe. MbI 3a0biBaeM, uto bor kaxxaomy
YEJIOBEKY KeJIaeT CIMAcTUCh M O KakIoM 3a0otutcsa. Ham kaxercs, yto Hukakoro bora Her, 4ro
OT Hac, OT KaKHUX-TO HAIIUX YCUJIUH YTO-TO 3aBUCUT,— M HauMHAaeM yOexXaaTh, pacCKasbIBaTh,
OOBSACHSTH, a JIeJIaéM TOJIBKO XYXe, OTOMy 4To TpuBjiedb K IlapcTtBuro HebecHomMy MOXHO
muiib Jlyxom CsiTeiM, a y Hac Ero Het. [IoaTOMY MBI TONBKO pa3apakaem JIOAeH, HeIisieMcs K
HUM, HaJ0€IaeM, My4aeMm, 1Mo 6J1aruM IpeiyioroM IpeBpaiiaeM ux KU3Hb B a/l.

Mpbl HapymaeM JparolieHHbI Jap, KOTOpBIM JaH 4YelnoBeKy,— JAap cBoOoabl. CBouMu
NpPETeH3Us MU, TEM, YTO XOTUM BCeX MepejiesiaTh 10 CBoeMy 00pa3y M Mojo0uIo, a He 1o o0pasy
Boxwuto, Mbl ipeTeHaAyeM Ha cBOOOJY APYTHMX M CTapaeMcsl BCEX 3aCTaBUTh MBICIUTH TakK, Kak
MBICIUM CaMM, a 3TO HEBO3MOXHO. UeIoBEKy MOXKHO OTKPBITh HCTHHY, €CIM OH O HeH
CIPALIMBAET, €CIM OH XOYET €€ y3HaTh, MbI XK€ IIOCTOSHHO HaBsA3bIBaeM. B 3TOM akre Her
HUKAaKOrO0 CMHUPEHHs, a pa3 HeT CMHUpeHMs, 3HauuT, HeT Osarogatu Cesaroro [lyxa. A 6e3
Oomaromat  Cesitoro Jlyxa pesynpratra He OyAeT HHKaKoro, BepHee, Oyaer, HO
HIPOTUBOIOJIOXKHBIH.

M BoT Tak BO BceM. A NpuYMHA B HeBepuu — HeBepuu bory, HeBepun B bora, B Ero Omaroi
poMBbIcel, B TO, 4TO bor ecTh M0060Bb, uTo OH X04eT Bcex crnacTd. IloTomy 4ToO, eciu Obl MBI
Bepwiin Emy, MbI Obl Tak He MOCTyMajiu, Mbl Obl TOJbKO Ipocwid. [louemy uenoBek HIET K
Kakoil-ro 6abke, k 3Haxapke? [lotomy uro oH He Beputr HH B bora, Hu B LlepkoBb, HEe BepuUT B
cuiny OmaronatHyro. CHavanma OoH OOOHZET BCeX 4YapoJieeB, KOJAYHOB, HKCTPACEHCOB, a €CIH
HHUYETo He IMOMOTJIO0, Hy Tora y» oOparmaercs k bory: aBock momoxer. M camoe yiuBuTenbpHOE,
YTO BE/Ib [IOMOTAET.

Ecnu Obl kakoii-To 4enoBeK Bce BpeMs HaMU MpeHeOperas, a HIOTOM y Hac CTaj YTO-TO MPOCUTH,
MBI Obl CKa3aJM: 3HAellb, TAK HE TOAUTCS, Thl TAK KO MHE MPENOraHO OTHOCHJICS BCIO JKU3Hb, a
Tenepb NpUxoauillb y MeHs npocutbh? Ho I'ocnogs mMumnoctuBsii, 'ociogs kpotkuii, I'ocrions
cmupeHHbIi. [ToaToMy Mo KakuM Obl MyTAM-A0pPOraM YeJIOBEK HU XOJMII, Kakue Obl 6e300pa3us
OH HU JieJ1all, HO €ClIi OH oOparaercs K bory ot cepaua, Ha ociaeiHui, Kak TOBOPUTCS, Xy 10
KOHell — ['ocnop ¥ TyT IOMOraeT, NoToMy 4To OH TOJIBKO U JKIET HAIIEH MOJIUTBBI.

IN'ocnonp ckazan: «O dyem Hu nonpocute OTia Bo uMmsi Moe, 1acT Bam», a Mbl HE BEpUM. MBI He
BEpUM HH B CBOIO MOJIUTBY, HU B TO, YTO BOr Hac CIBIIINUT,— HE BepuM HUUYEeMY. BOT mostomy y
Hac BCE M ITyCTO, MTO3TOMY Hallla MOJIUTBA KaK Obl M HE HCITOJHICTCS, OHA HE MOXET HE TOJIBKO
ropy CIBUHYTbH, & HE MOXKET BOOOIIe HUYETO yrnpaBuTh. Eciu Obl Mbl JEHCTBUTEIHHO BEPUIU B



bora, torna moboro yenoBeka cMOriu Obl Ha WCTUHHBIA MyTh HANpPaBUTh. A HaIlpaBUTh Ha
UCTUHHBIN IyTh BO3MO’KHO UMEHHO MOJIMTBOM, TOTOMY YTO OHAa OKa3bIBAET YEJIOBEKY JIIOOOBB.
MonutBa mnepen borom — TaiiHa, ¥ B HEll HET HHKAKOTO HACWIIHA, €CTh TOJBKO Ipochda:
l'ocniogu, ynpaBsb, MOMOTH, UCLIEH, CITACH.

Ecnu Ob1 MBI Tak JeiicTBOBANM, TO JOCTHINIM ObI OOJbIIEro ycmexa. A Mbl BCE HaJeeMcs Ha
pa3roBOpHI, Ha TO, YTO KaK-TO CaMHU YMPABUMCS, YTO-TO TaAKOE COXPaHUM Ha KaKOM-TO YEpHBIN
neHb. KTo sket yepHoro AHs, y TOro oH o0s3arenbHO HacTaHeT. be3 bora Bce paBHO HUYETo He
JocturHenib, nodtomy locnonp rooput: «Wmmre npexnae Bcero llapctBust boxus, u
OCTAJILHOE BCE IMPWIOKUTCA Bam». Ho Mbl ¥ 3TOMy He BepuMm. Hama u3Hb HE yCTpemJIeHa B
[{apcTBue boxxue, oHa OoJbIlle HAMTpaBJeHa Ha JIIOJCH, HAa YEIOBEUECKHE OTHOIICHHS, HA TO, KaK
Obl 37ech Bce HajmaauTb. MBI XOTHM YAOBJIETBOPUTH COOCTBEHHYIO T'OPJIOCTh, COOCTBEHHOE
TIIECIaBue, cCOOCTBeHHOE uecTomobue. Ecau 661 Mbl ctpemuiuch Kk [lapctButo Hebecnomy, TO
pamoBanuch Obl, KOrJla HAC MPUTECHSIOT, KOTJa HAC OOMXKAIOT, IOTOMY YTO 3TO CIIOCOOCTBYET
Hamemy BxoxzaeHHio B IlapctBue HebGecnoe. Mbl Ob pajoBaivich 00JIE3HH, @ MBI POIIIEM U
ykacaemcsi. Mbl OOMMCSl CMEpPTH, BCE CTapaeMCsl MPOJUINTh CBOE CYIIECTBOBAHUE, HO OISTH HE
paau ['ocrionia, He paau MOKasiHUSA, a IO CBOEMY MaJIOBEPHIO, U3 CTpaxa.

I'pex manoBepusi B HaC MPOHUK OYEHb TITyOOKO, U C HUM HAJI0 OYCHBb CHUIBLHO OOpoThCs. EcTh
TaKO€ BBIPAKECHHE: IOJBUI BEPBbl — IIOTOMY YTO TOJIKO BEpa MOXKET MOJBUIHYTh YEJIOBEKA HA
YTO-TO Hacrosiee. M eciu Kaxablii pa3, KOrja B Hallled KU3HU CKJIAJbIBACTCS TaKas CUTyalus,
YTO MBI MOKEM ITOCTYIUTh MO-DBOXKECKH U MOXKEM MOCTYIIUTH MO-YEJIOBEUECKU,— €CIU KaKIbIN
pa3 Mbl OyieM MY’>KECTBEHHO IOCTyNaTh [0 CBOEH Bepe, TO Bepa Halla OyAeT pacTu, oHa OyJeT
YKPEIUISThCS.

Ecnu B34Th Tupro W KaxIbpld J€Hb NOJHMMATh €€ IO JEeCSITh pa3, a 4epe3 MEeCALl MBILIILY
U3MEPUTH, MBI YBUJIUM, UYTO OHA YBEITMUUTCS B 00bEMe; a depe3 Toj1 oHa Oyzer eme O6onbiie. Tak
U Bepa: €cIM Mbl €XeJIHEBHO OyeM COBepIlaTh HEKUI MOCTYIIOK HE IO YyBCTBaM, HE 10 pazyMmy,
a [0 Hallel Bepe, TO OHA B HAC YMHOXUTCS. BOT pa3apaxaer MeHsl Kakoi-TO 4EJIOBEK TEM, UTO
Je3eT KO MHE CO BCSIKMMM IUIYTNIOCTSIMHU; Hajoel Ao npeaena. Uro nenars? Xodercs yoexxaTh WIN
CKa3aTh €My B OTBET KaKyIO-TO KOJIKOCTb, HEUTO TaKOe, YTOObI OH OOJIbIIIe HUKOTA B KHU3HH HE
IpUCTaBajl. TO MHE XOYETCS KaK YeJIOBEKY I'PEIIHOMY, a KaK s JJOJKEH MOCTynHTh 1o Bepe? [1o
BEpE 4 JIO0JDKEH paccykKIaTh TaK: 3a4eM ['ocroJp €xXeJHEBHO MOCHUIAET KO MHE 3TOTO YEJIOBEKa,
3aueM OH Janm MHe 3TOT KpecT? [l uero MeHs »KU3Hb Bce BpeMs ¢ HUM cTajkuBaeT? YToObl s
Tepries, 4ToObl s mpuoOpen cMUpeHue Teprs. 3HauuT, OyAy TepneTb oA, ABa, TPU, YETHIPE,
JIECATh JIET, TI0Ka HE CMUPIOCH IOJIHOCTBIO, TIOKA MEHSI HE TMEPECTAHET 3TO pa3paxars.

W ecnm kaxaplii pa3 Mbl OyJeM MOCTynaTh IO Bepe, HE BHIIUIECKHBATh CBOE pa3JpaKeHHe, a,
HA000pOT, AepiKaTh €ro BHYTPH U Mpocuth y bora: 'ociogu, moMmoru MHe, naii MHE TepIiCHHE
yaepKaTbcsa, HE cKa3aThb IpyOOCTb, PE3KOCTb, Jail MHE KakK-TO BBIAEP’KaTh 3TO MaJ€HbKOE
UCTIBITAHUE,— €CJIM MBI OyJleM TakK JenaTh JIeHb, JBa, HENEII0, MECSI, TOM, IECATh JIET, TO KaK
MBIIIIA YKPEIUIAETCS M CTAaHOBHUTCA CWJIbHEW, Tak OyleT yKperuisiTbes W Hama Bepa. M xorma
CIIyYUTCSl B HAIlIEH JKM3HU KaKOE-TO JEUCTBUTEIBLHO CEPHE3HOE UCIIBITAHUE, TOTJA Mbl CMOXKEM B
BEpE yCTOATh; MBI HE OTKakeMcsi HU OT ['ocrionia, HU oT Bepsbl, HU oT L{apcTBus HebGecHoro.



Ecnu Ha cnopTcMeHa, KOTOpbIH BCIO JKU3Hb TPEHUPYET CBOE TeJO, HamaayT pa300MHUKH, U OH OT
HUX TMOOEXWUT, a OHM BCE MPOKYpEHHbIE Jaa Mponutbie, 60 MeTpoB NpPoOEryT U OTCTaHYT.
Crnacercss 4elnoBeK — €My NPUTOAUTCS TO, YTO OH 3aHUMaJCs cropTroM. [loaTomy korga Mbl
TEpIUM, JOIyCTUM, CBOE pa3[pakCHUE, UM BCE BpPEMs IIPEO]O0JIEBAEM CBOIO KATHOCTh, WUIH
COBEpILIAEM ellle KaKOH-TO BOJIEBOH akT, OCTYNIaeéM HE MO YyBCTBAaM HAIIMM, a 110 Halllel Bepe,
KaK JIOJDKEH MOCTYINaTh XPUCTHAHWH, TO MBI 3TO JEJAaeM HE HalpacHO. Mbl TOTOBUM cels K
Oosee cepbe3HOMY 3K3aMeHY, KOTOpbI oOs3arenbHO Oyner. M camblii cepbe3HbIf 3K3aMeH,
caMo€ TJIaBHOE HCIIBITAHHE — 3TO cMepTb. Ho M 10 cmeptu y Hac OyAeT OYeHb MHOIO
UCTIBITAHUH, U TIO Mepe BO3pacTaHus Hallel Bepbl OHU OyIyT PacTH.

Korzaa yenoBek nepexoauT B MHCTUTYTE U3 Kypca B KypcC, 9K3aMEHBI BCE YCIIOKHSIOTCS, 4 TOTOM
ObIBaeT caMblii IJIABHBIN, TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIN, U TUIIOM. 3allUTa JUIJIOMA — 3TO Hallla CMEPTh, a
nepes 3TUM HYKHO cIaTh MHOXECTBO JK3aMeHOB. M uem Oomnbliie pacTeT Hama Bepa, TeM
6osbiie oHa OyzeT borom HCHBITHIBATHCS, MOTOMY YTO KaK MHA4Y€ MOXKHO MO3HATh YEJIOBEKa?

Boun takoit cyyvaii co CriupunonoM TpuMudyHTCKUM: OH MPHUIIET HA cOO0P, a CTPAKHUK €r0 He
nyckaeT. On roBoput: «lloyemy Thl MeHs He myckaemb? S emmckom». A ObLT OH B MPOCTOM
NAaCTYIIECKOW OJIeXkJe, TOTOMY 4YTO MMac CKOTHHY, MoObiBas ceOe mpomurtanue. CTpaxKHUK €ro
yaapui, 1 COUpUIOH MOJCTaBUJI €My JIPYTYyIO IeKy. TOT TOBOPHUT: «A, Tenephb BHXKY, YTO ThI
enucKoIl, mpoxoan». Bot oH, mpomyck. Cpa3y BUAHO, 4TO 3TOT YeJIOBEK XpuctuaHuH. He Hazno
HUKAKUX JTOKYMEHTOB, 4TO ThI, J€CKaTh, Bepyronuii. BoT Hamcano: xpuctuanud; Gotorpadus
— Oopoma, ycbl; M TMe4yaTb. OJTOTO HE Hag0, MOTOMY 4YTO XPUCTHAHUH MPOBEPSETCS HE
JIOKyMEHTOM.

EnuncTBEHHBIN JOKYMEHT — UCIIOJIHSIET YeJIOBEK 3aroBeAN boXKUK MIIM HE UCTIONHSIET. A KakK 3TO
TpynHo! Kakoii-to mpocToit MupssHuH ObeT 1o JuIly enuckomna. [1o mepkoBHBIM KaHOHaM TOT,
KTO ynapui emnuckomna, otiydaercs oT LlepkBu. To ecth cBarurens CHupuioH MOT €ro 3a
OCKOpOJIEHUE CBSIIEHHOTO CaHa OTIY4YHTh OT LlepkBH, U HUKTO ObI HUKOTJa HUYEro HE CKazaj
npoTuB 3Toro. Ho oH ero mpoctus KpoTko cpa3y, U MOJICTaBUII JIEBYIO, U Ha cOOOp MpOLIEN, U
BCe OJIaromojlydyHo pa3pelusaoch, U TOTO YelloBeKa MCIENUI — OH packasuics. BoT mocTymok
xpucTHaHCKui. W Haiia XxpucTHaHCKas KU3Hb, U Halla Bepa OyIyT YKPEIUIIThCS, TOJIBKO €CIU
MBI OyJIeM COBEpIIaTh XPUCTUAHCKHE OCTYTKH.

Mp&1 Bce moka HE XpHUCTHAHE, a YUEHHUKH M TOJIBKO TIBITaeMCs KUTh Mo-XpucTHaHcku. Ho ecnu
MBI XOTHUM XpI/ICTI/IaHaMI/I CTaThb, Hy)KHO IIOCTOAHHO COBepH_IaTB XpI/ICTI/IaHCKI/Ie HOCTYHKI/I 158
CJIOBOM, M JIEJIOM, ¥l MBICIIbIO. BOT MBIC/Ib KaKasi-TO MPUIILIA — €CITM YEJIOBEK HEe XPUCTHAHWH, OH
Ha4YHUHACT 3T0ﬁ MBICJIN CJICO0BAaTh, IIOKAa HEC npm[eT ;[pyraﬁ. O6BI‘{HO y TOro, KTO HE€ BCIACT
JTyXOBHYIO JKU3Hb, B TOJIOBE BCE BPEMS ITPOKPYUMBACTCS KAKOE-TO «KMHO»: TO OJTHO MOAyMaJl, TO
JIpyroe, TO Ha TO OCMOTPEJ, TO HAa 3TO. YBHJEI YeJIOBEKa KPaCUBO OJIETOTO — y HETO 3aBHUCTh
MOSIBUJIACh. YBHUJEI KOTO-TO HAa MAaIllMHE EAylIero — JyMaeT O TOM, YTO OH 3ara3oBbIBACT
BOSILyX. YBI/I,ZLGJI KpaCI/IBOG JIUOO — 3HA4YUT, z[pyme KAaKHEC-TO MBICJIA ITOIIIJIN. U tax M BCC BpeMH
miaBaeT. Ho XpucTtuanuH A0HKEH MOCTOSIHHO OOpPOThCS ¢ MOoMBbICIaMu. Kakplil pas, Koria Mbl
OTCCKAcM ITOMBICCII FpeXOBHBII;'I, MBI COBepH_IaeM HpaBCTBeHHBIfI HOCTYHOK. 9TOT HOCTYHOK HC
BUIUT HUKTO, KpoMme Otiia Hebecnoro. M INocmoas, Buas TaifHOE, BO3JACT HAM BCEr/a SBHOE —
OH YKPEIIUT HaIly BEPY.



Otceuyb MOMBICEN HE TaK yX TPYAHO, 3TO MOJBHUI Mallblii, HO TEM HE MEHEe elle pa3 pyKy
COTHYJI, €lI€ pa3 MOYNPaXHSJ MBIIIIY CBOEH AYIIH, MBIIIY CBOEH Bepbl. TOJBKO TaKUM
00pa3oM MOKHO Bepy YKperisitb. U 1000 crmopTcMeH 3HaeT: CKOJIBKO ObI Thl MBIIIIY HH
KayaJl, HO €CJW Thl TOJ HE TPEHUPYEWIbCA, TO BCE MCYe3aeT. TOT, KTO HAUMHAET 3aHUMAThCS
cropToM, oOpeydeH 3aHUMaThCS UM JI0 KOHIIa CBOWX JIHEH, HHAaYe OH MPEBPAIIAETCS B OTPOMHYIO,
HEMOBOPOTJIMBYIO TYIIy M y HEro MOPTATCSA IE€YEHb, JIETKUE, COCY.bl, cepaue. Tak ke u B
xpuctuaHckoit xu3nu. He nait bor xomy-HHOyAb cAenaTh SKCIEPUMEHT — B3STh U MEPECTaTh
MOJIUTBCSI YTPOM W BEYEPOM XOTS OBbI JHS TpU-UeThipe. Ha MATHI eHb NMPOYHMTATH TPABHIO
OyZIeT B COPOK pa3 TsDKENe, 4eM TOorAa, KOrjaa Thl yCTald U MPOMYyCTUJ, TOTOMY YTO JyIla YxkKe
ocnabna.

[TosToMy, 4TOOBI HaM Bepy YKpPEIUISATh, HEOOXOIUMO IMOCTOSHHOE yNpaKHEHHE B MOJIUTBE, B
yreHuu cinoBa boxwus. Hano noctosHHO ce0s moHyxnath. HeycranHo, Xo4y — HE Xo4y, MOTY —
HE MOTY, Ha/I0 3aCTaBIATh ce0sl UATH B XpaM. Y CTall — HEe YCTaJ, [ejia y MeHs — He JieJia, MPOIIes
CPOK MOpSAAOYHBIM — HAJ0 3acTaBUTh CeOs MOATOTOBUTHCS K MPUYACTHIO U MPUYACTUTHCS
Caareix XpuctoBslx Taiin. Kakasg-To cinoxunach cuTyanusi — Kak Te0e HU XO4eTCsl TOCTYIHUTh
I'PEXOBHO, HAJ0 3aCTaBUTh C€0sl MOCTYNUTh IO-XPUCTHAHCKU, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, YTO ThI
YyBCTBY€IIb U 4YTO Thl Aymaecillb. EcTtb 3amoBenbs boxus — v ucnosHsail. M mocreneHHO Mbl
YBUAMM, YTO 3alIOBEIHM HAM CTAHOBUTCS UCIOJIHATH BCE JIETYE W JIETYE, a IOTOM MOYYBCTBYEM,
YTO HaM HEBO3MOJKHO COBEPIUUTH I'PEX: MBI HACTOJIBKO IIPUBBIKHEM HCIIOIHATH 3allOBEIU
Bboxuu, uTo corpemare HaMm yxe OyJeT TAXKeN0, Mbl HE CMOXKEM JJaXke ce0s K 3TOMY MOHYUTh —
y HaC BO3HUKHET HABBIK XPUCTUAHCKOW KU3HU. BOT 3TO U €CTh BO3pacTaHUE HALLIEH BEPHI.

Kaxnpiii u3 Hac nomkeH ObITh KpemHeM. ['ocnoaps Ha3Banm kamHeM llerpa: «merpoc» mo-
rpedecku 3HauuT «ckaya». «Tel — Ilerp, u Ha ceM kamHe S co3zgam LlepkoBe Moto». Tak xe n
Mbl. Ecn Mbl XoTuM ObITh XpamoMm Casitoro Jlyxa, tomom boxuum, To ZOIKHBI 0053aTENBHO
BEpY CBOIO YKPEIUISATh U C HEBEPUEM B CBOEH Iyllle MOCTOSHHO OOpPOThCS, HE HAJAEICh HU Ha
Kakux JrojeH, a Toiapko Ha Camoro Exaunoro bora. Y ny>xHO nmoctosHHO kK Hemy oGpararscs.
Tonpko TakuM 00pa3oM MOKHO M30aBUTHCS OT 3TOT0 MaryOHOro rpexa HeBepHsl, KOTOPHIM B
KaXJIOM M3 Hac €CTb, HO NPUCYTCTBYET TaK HE3aMETHO, UYTO Mbl €0 HE BUAMM. B 3TOM ero u
KpaiiHss ONacHOCTb. AMUHb.

With the ROCOR Delegation in Russia (Part Two)

Monday 21 May

Today we go to the Elokhovsky Cathedral in Moscow. There is a memorial service for the ever-
memorable Patriarch Alexis II, who is buried inside the Cathedral, and for Metropolitan Laurus.
The Patriarch presides over the service, with several bishops and many priests.

Afterwards, we are invited to eat with members of the parish. Present is the rector, the well-
known Fr Matthew Stadniuk. Aged 86, he is the only protopresbyter in the Russian Church
inside Russia, as this is an award usually given only after 55 years of priesthood.



We are taken to the airport where an aeroplane marked ‘Imperial’, has been chartered for the
Patriarchal flight to St Petersburg. We are given VIP treatment. There are some forty of us on the
plane, which is very elaborate. We are met at the airport in St Petersburg by Metr Vladimir and
some 30 priests as well as laypeople, and a cortege of cars. This is an event. We should not
forget that the Patriarch grew up in St Petersburg.

We are taken to the Novodevichy Convent of the Resurrection. This is very smart — clearly some
millionaires have donated for its renovation. The Abbess is very pleasant, intelligent and gifted,
but also very young. She has some 15 nuns and has been responsible for the re-establishment and
transformation of the Convent.

Tuesday 22 May

We go to St Nicholas Church, once the Cathedral of the City. It is its 250™ anniversary. Both
huge churches, downstairs and upstairs, are packed. Today the Patriarch and others, including
our own Metropolitan Hilarion, will consecrate the 261* bishop of the Russian Orthodox Church.
There are twelve bishops here, including four metropolitans, soon there will be thirteen bishops.
There are some forty priests, eighteen of them mitred, an award usually given after 35 years of
service. I am one of the priests to give communion from the ten chalices. In his sermon, the
Patriarch says how the triumph of the Church here is to have adapted Western culture,
specifically baroque, to Orthodoxy. Faith is stronger than culture and moulds it, not the other
way around. He also speaks of how it is important to have young bishops, who can counter the
consumer culture invading Russia and set an example to the young.

We have dinner in the opulent Yusupov Palace which has been restored. By an irony of ‘fate’, I
attended the same Oxford College as Prince Yusupov. In Paris I knew the great grand-daughter
of Rasputin, whose assassination by British agents the anglophile Yusupov organised.

All the local dignitaries are present, including the governors of the City and of the Region, sitting
alongside the Patriarch and the Metropolitans. Church and State are together. A choir sings and a
grand piano is played, while we eat. St Petersburg is a city of culture, European, clean,
organised. The only parallels I know of in Europe are Vienna and Paris.

I reflect on how this Patriarch especially has done so much for the dignity of the Church and the
Patriarchate. The State respects the Church. It has to. Pre-Revolutionary traditions have been
restored. The Church has the high ground, but she must also occupy the middle and low ground.
The heart of Resurrected Russia works. The head also works, but now the body needs to work —
fully. There is much to do.

In the evening a visit is made to Kronstadt. The huge cathedral, resembling in all ways St
Sophia’s in New Rome, and which can hold 5,000 people, is nearly complete after its long and
elaborate restoration. A visit is also made to the apartment-museum of St John of Kronstadt and
St Vladimir’s church. The hospitality is, as ever, extraordinarily generous.

Wednesday 23 May



We are taken to see several churches, first to the huge Kazan Cathedral, then to the Church of the
Saviour on the Blood, which is opulent in a Muscovite way, similar to the Cathedral of the
Intercession on Red Square. Then we visit a cemetery. Here lie the father and mother of the
Patriarch, his father a priest, like his father before him. The strange thing is that Fr Michael
Gundyayev lies almost next to Archbishop Dimitri (Voznesensky), the father of our Metr
Philaret. He reposed as an archbishop of the Patriarchate. It is often forgotten that Metr Philaret
was a priest of the Patriarchate for some 15 years. We sing a memorial service on the grave of
Archbishop Dimitri.

After this we head for the Monastery of St Alexander Nevsky. First we visit the cemetery where
lie the Metropolitans of St Petersburg, and the churches of the Monastery, including the new
chapel dedicated to the new prophet St Seraphim of Vyritsa. Then we walk across to the
Metropolia, where Metr Vladimir awaits us for dinner. 81 years old and born in Kazakhstan, he
asks Archbishop Theodosius, the only Arab bishop of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, who is
accompanying us, about the situation in Syria. (They speak in English, though the Metropolitan
needs a little translation help). Years ago Metr Vladimir spent nearly two years in Damascus as a
priest. Archbishop Theodosius confirms that if President Assad falls, Christians will be forced to
leave completely, for many have already been massacred there by the American-armed Muslim
fanatics. It will be the end of the Patriarchate of Antioch in Syria. Already forced out of Antioch
(which is in Turkey), instead of being the Patriarchate of Damascus, as it actually has been for
decades, it will be the Patriarchate of somewhere else — although still retaining the historic title
‘of Antioch’.

After the meal, I just have time to buy an outer cassock and a Slavonic Altar Gospel for the
second altar in our Church. Then we head for the airport, back to Moscow, on an ordinary flight
this time.

As we drive back from Domodedovo Airport in Moscow through the interminable traffic jams of
the suburbs, I reflect on the urgent need for churches in Moscow. Huge dormitory suburbs
dominate Moscow. 100,000 people and a little wooden chapel for 100 is not atypical of such
suburbs. Moscow needs 10,000 churches, but this can only happen if Moscow becomes an
Orthodox city again.

Everything that is bad here is the result of the collectivisation of Communism and now the
collectivisation of Consumerism. Both are equally materialistic ideologies. The monotonous grey
tower blocks of flats of the suburbs are an invention of Communism. Surely it is time to build
humanely? Communist centralisation of Russia has resulted in Moscow becoming the largest city
in Europe, a megapolis. With so much space, why can Russia not spread out? Moscow needs
decentralising. On the other hand, the antiquated and contemptuous attitude to the handicapped
comes from Consumerism, which measures people’s value not by who they are, but by how
much they earn. Similarly, the advertising hoardings along the main roads advertise the futile,
empty and vulgar values of the West.

When we arrive back at our hotel, we notice Greeks everywhere, bishops and priests, and young
politicians and businessmen with their laptops. This is linked to the historic visit of the



Archbishop of Athens to Moscow and the pleading with President Putin for money for the
bankrupt State and Church of Greece. Just as before the Revolution, the Orthodox world looks to
Moscow for support. Humbled, it realises the foolishness of not having offered support to the
Russian Church during its persecution. Greece needs Russia, for bankruptcy is staring it in the
face and US-funded Constantinople is unable to help it.

I reflect on how the Russian Church is attracting all the most talented in the country, using their
gifts, which would otherwise be wasted. All the vital forces are flowing into the Church now.
There is no alternative for any thinking person. The Church is the key.

Thursday 24 May

Today is Ascension Day, the liturgical anniversary of our unity. It is also the feast of Sts Cyril
and Methodius, the namesday of the Patriarch. Our delegation and that of the Church of Greece
head for the Kremlin. We change in the Patriarch’s rooms before going to the Dormition
Cathedral in the Kremlin. Apart from the Archbishop of Athens, there are 12 Greek bishops.
Apart from the Patriarch, there are 36 Russian bishops. The Russian bishops are mainly young,
about 40-50 years old. The Greek bishops, with one exception, are very elderly, very tired. They
look sad, beaten and are humiliated by the state of their country. The singing at the Liturgy is
superb, as everywhere else we have been. The Patriarch mentions the troubles of Greece in his
sermon and how we must show compassion for this suffering.

After the Liturgy we head in procession to the slope in front of the Cathedral of the Intercession.
(Western tourists like to call it St Basil’s Cathedral). The Kremlin bells ring. Banners go in front.
There are about 250 priests. Here we perform a service of intercession in front of the crowds,
who are protected by the police. This service is to the Iviron Icon, which President Putin has just
returned to the Church. In many ways this Icon is the Patroness of Moscow. It is a historic day. I
stand by Fr Iliy Nozdrin, one of the great elders of the Russian Church. He has come to Moscow
from Optina for this day.

At dinner, in the main rooms beneath the Cathedral of Christ the Saviour, a choir sings for the
Patriarch’s namesday. He enjoys especially a children’s choir dressed in folk costume. There are
the usual speeches and toasts. In the evening we are taken back to the Kremlin, to the Palace of
Congresses, a huge hall which can seat 5,000. A concert is given in honour of Sts Cyril and
Methodius and the resulting Orthodox Slav culture. Our delegation is given the very best seats,
in the centre of the front row of this huge building. All stand as the Patriarch enters. Organised
by Fr Tikhon Shevkunov, the well-known film-maker and writer, it is an example of how the
Church has taken over the culture of modern Russia. The quality of this concert of music and
dance, which is televised, is world-class. Our visit to Russia has officially ended.

Friday 25 May
For me this is day of reflection. What have I seen and learned?

I have seen how Soviet insignia and logos are disappearing. The double-headed eagle is
everywhere. True, there are still many old Soviet place-names and I have seen two statues of the



mass-murderer Lenin. But they are ignored, they are present only by inertia. People actually say:
‘If there had been no Revolution, today I would be much better off’. The ReChristianisation of
Russia is on course. Of course, there are huge amounts still to do. We need huge numbers of
churches. Rather than the elaborate restorations of the State, using gold and marble, let us use
simpler materials and then build far more new churches. 100,000 more churches and priests and
1,000 more monasteries and bishops is not at all unreasonable and I said as much five years ago.
This miracle of the Resurrection of Orthodox Russia is only just beginning.

Moscow with its blocks of flats and traffic jams is not nice. There is much to do to redistribute
wealth. There are too many very rich and too many very poor. It is like the USA. There is
political discontent. It is being backed by the anti-Russian West, which is trying to repeat its
Revolution of 1917. But the people do not want the West. As in 1917, any Western-organised
revolt would only bring the anarchy of anti-Western Communism back. But that is unthinkable.
Much of Pre-Revolutionary Russia has been restored. But we have to be better than that, because
Pre-Revolutionary Russia had so many failings that it led to a Revolution.

The people are nice. I have not seen a single tattoo or nose-ring or piercing while I have been
here. There is not that same decadence as in the West — so far.

Yesterday I asked our Metr Hilarion what message our delegation should give the people when
we returned from Russia. He asked me what I thought. Here it is:

The Message

First of all, in Russia we have been treated with great honour and respect — not with flattery. Our
views are valued. Honesty is respected. We are treated royally - as no other Local Church, and
we are not even a Local Church, but only a self-governing part of the Russian Church. We are
understood. About 200 communities worldwide depend directly on Moscow. Many are small and
do not have their own churches. About 500 communities depend on ROCOR. We are generally
much better established. Moscow needs us and our missionary impulse. But we also need
Moscow. We both benefit. As the Patriarch said on Thursday, if it had not been for Sts Cyril and
Methodius, the Russian Church would not exist and Orthodox Russia could not go out into the
world, teaching and baptising, as the Gospel commands us to do. We have a word to tell the
word, it is the Russian Orthodox word. The tired, apostate, almost senile West has little to say.
Therefore, we have it to say.

Thursday was a historic day. Never before has such a delegation from Greece come to Russia.
We have witnessed a turning point, when the Local Churches, even the proud Church of Greece,
now looks to Russia for the leadership of World Orthodoxy. It is reflected in ‘the Great Praise’,
which is sung before Holy God at Patriarchal Divine Liturgies, when all the leaders of Local
Churches are commemorated.

Now the vision of Patriarch Nikon, a compatriot of Patriarch Kyrill (from near Nizhny
Novgorod) and whose New Jerusalem Monastery is being restored, is being realised 350 years
late. This is the vision of the Russian Orthodox Church leading the Orthodox world, spreading
her missions worldwide, as in Japan once before, tomorrow in China once more. The day will



come when all the Patriarchs, Metropolitans and Archbishops of the Orthodox world will meet
there.

The day will also come when a great Russian Orthodox cathedral will stand in the centre of
Paris, at the centre of a ROCOR Western European Metropolia, the foundation-stone of a new
Local Church. And that day is only three or four years away. And similar situations will exist
around the world. There will be a Metropolia of South-East Asia, a Metropolitan of Sydney, as
now, but also bishops in Thailand, Indonesia, Laos, Korea, India, Pakistan. There will be a
Russian Orthodox Metropolia of North America and another one of South America. Patriarch
Nikon will be glorified. The relics of Metropolitan Antony will be returned to Russia from
Belgrade. The last historic injustices will be righted, as so many others already have been. And
when she is ready, Russia will be Sovereign again. The heart of Russian Orthodoxy, in Trinity-St
Sergius, in Diveyevo, in Optina and many other places, is ready. The 500,000 New Martyrs of
Russia proclaim it. The head, in Moscow, is ready. Blood is flowing through the arteries. Now it
is beginning to reach the capillaries. A little leaven is raising the lump. The body will be ready.
All of this, I feel, is coming and sooner than many know.

Thus, the future of ROCOR is assured. However, in order to achieve all this, we need to work
together with the Centre. This is vital for the development of our Church around the world. Our
mission is to tell the world ‘the Russian Word’, as foretold by Dostoyevsky, the New Word
(which is also the old one of the Gospels), the undiluted Orthodox Word that knows no
compromise. Working together is so much better, so much more efficient. Our aim, after all, is
identical. We cannot tell the world the Russian Word in isolation, in the ghetto. The Russian
Church inside Russia is set to Church the masses there. We have to do that outside Russia. But to
do that, we need help. So now we go forth with the Patriarchal blessing, with support. This is
positive for all.

Not to be in the Reunited Russian Orthodox Church is to refuse the Resurrection, to deny that the
Russian Orthodox Church is risen from the dead, to deny the Faith. To attach ourselves to Her
Resurrection and to preach it affects us all, the whole Orthodox World. The old Soviet leftist
ideology of egalitarianism is all but dead. Only vestiges, like the rotted corpse of Lenin, remain,
ready to crumble into dust. However, the new Western rightist ideology of inegalitarianism is
tempting. The Church, however, resists both temptations of left and right and rises above them,
calling us to conquer both materialist Communism and materialist Consumerism, for both have
the same poisoned root of anti-Resurrection.

It is an honour and a privilege to be a witness of the Resurrection. I waited for 40 years; others
for much longer. God has granted us to see the freedom of the Risen Church. Let us with one
voice and one mind sing of Her Co-Resurrection together with Christ:

Having seen the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship the Holy Lord Jesus, the Only
Sinless One. We venerate Thy Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Thy Holy
Resurrection. For Thou art our God, and we know no other than Thee, we call on Thy
Name. Come all you faithful, let us venerate Christ’s Holy Resurrection. For behold
through the Cross joy has come into all the world. Let us ever bless the Lord, praising his
Resurrection, for by enduring the Cross, He has destroyed death by death.



Key to the 2012 Icon of All the Saints of the Isles in our Chapel

Top row, centre: Jesus Christ. To the left: The Most Holy Mother of God, Archangel Michael,
Apostle Peter, Apostle Andrew. To the right: Holy Forerunner John, Archangel Gabriel, Apostle
Paul, Apostle Aristobulus.

Second level, left, Saints of the Western Isles and Man: St Brendan in boat, below him: St
Finbar, then St Donan, St Adomnan, St Columba of Tona, below them, St Maughold of Man.

Other Saints of Scotland: Back row: St Flannan, St Ronan, St Comgan, St Fergus, to their right,
St Servan of the Orkneys. Front row: St Cainnech, St Ninian, St Kentigern, St Fillan, St
Triduana, To the far right of them, the saints of Lindisfarne, founded from Iona: Back row: St
Aidan, St Colman. Front row: St Finan, St Cuthbert, St Edfrith.

Saints of Ireland: Back row: St Kevin, St Finnian, St Patrick. Centre row: St Enda, St Columban,
St Brigid. Front row: St Maelruain, St Ita, St Palladius. Below them in sea: St Ia.

Saints of Wales: Back row: St Seiriol, St Cybi, St Asaph, St Winifred. Centre row: St Paternus,
St Gildas, St Cadoc, St Deiniol. Front row: St Dewi (David), St Illtud, St Teilo, St Dyfrig.

Saints of Cornwall (bottom left): Back row: St Morwenna, St Nectan, St Rumon, St Urith. Front
row: St Lide of Scilly, St Samson, St Piran, St Petroc, St Neot.

Saints of Northern and Central England: Back row: St Herbert, St Bede, St Benedict Biscop, St
Ceolfrith, St Caedmon, St John of Beverley, St Ebbe. Middle row: St Werburgh, St Chad, St
Wilfrid, St Paulinus, St Willibrord, St Hilda. Front row: St Egwin, in front of him St Kenelm, St
Oswin, St Oswald the Martyr, St Edwin, St Oswald of Worcester.

Below them around the Cross: St George the Great Martyr and St Alban. To the right of them
and above, the fen saints: St Audrey and St Guthlac.

Saints of East Anglia (on the right). Back row: St Walstan, St Fursey, St Botolph, St Felix. Front
row: St Withburgh, St Ethelbert of East Anglia, St Edmund, St Cedd, St Osyth.

Saints of South-West England. Back row: St Aldhelm, St Edith, St Walburgh, St Willibald. Front
row: St Edward, St Wite, St Edgar, St Elstan, St Boniface.

On the Channel Islands: St Branwalader and St Helier.



Saints of Southern England: Back row: St Frideswide, St Birinus, St Alphege, St Oda. Front row:
St Eanswythe, St Swithin, St Ethelwold, St Hedda, St Cuthman,

Other Saints of the South-East and Kent: Back row: St Erconwald, St Ethelburgh of Barking, St
Ethelbert of Kent. Front row: St Dunstan, St Augustine, St Theodore, St Mildred.
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