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Pacniucanue oorocav:kenui / Services in April

Saturday 6 April
5.30: Vigil of the Annunciation / BceHomnoe OneHue mnpasznHuka brarosenieHus

IIpecsTon boropoaniel

Sunday 7 April: The Annunciation / baarosemenue IlpecBsaToii boropoauusi
10.00: Vespers and Liturgy / BeuepHs u boxecTBeHHas IUTYprust

Saturday 13 April

No Vigil — Service of Unction at 2.00 pm with Archbishop Mark at the London Church,
57 Harvard Road, London W4 4ED. All are invited. / Bcenommuoii He OyaeT — Bce
npuriamarTcs Ha cobopoBanue B 2.00 B JlonmoHckuii cobop, rae OyIeT CIyXUTh
apxuenuckon Mapk.
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Sunday 14 April: ITamsate npen. Moanna JlecrBuununka / Sunday of St John of the

Ladder:
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprusi

Saturday 20 April
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomntnoe 6acnme

Sunday 21 April: Sunday of St Mary of Egypt / ITamsite npen. Mapuu Ernnerckoii
10.00 Hours and Liturgy / Yacer u boxecTBeHHast muTyprus

Wednesday 24 April
6.00 Holy Unction / Eneocssimienue (CobopoBanue)

Saturday 27 April
5.30 pm: Vigil for Palm Sunday, the Entry into Jerusalem / Bcenommnoe Onenue
npasanuka Bxoga ['ocnoans B Mepycanum

Sunday 28 April: Palm Sundav / Bxox T'ocnoaenr B Hepvcaaum, BepoOHoe

Bockpecenbe
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boxxecTBeHHast muTyprus

Dates for Your Diary / Baxusbie JlaTbl

Easter: Sunday 5 May / I1acxa: BockpeceHbe
S mast

Patronal Feast: Saturday 29 June

IIpecToabHblil npa3aHuk: Cyooora 29 uroHs

Church News

Baptisms in March
3 March: Nicholas Bohoutskyy
25 March: Alexandra Kent

Vera Kurganskaya
Please pray for Vera. Her treatment is taking place at St Bartholomew’s Hospital

(‘Bart’s’) in London. Her e-mail is: verasaimon@mail.ru / 07508 301952
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TpaauuuoHaAMCThI, MOACPHUCTDI, M IIpenanue Hepa3aejeHHON

LepxBu

Cepeeu benozepckuii, 22.02.13

http://www.radonezh.ru/analytic/17730.html

VYxon Ilanbr benenukra XVI BpI3Ban HOBYIO BOJIHY T'aJ@aHUN O TOM, KaKUM IIyTEM IMOWIET
Karommyeckass LlepkoBb, Kak M HOBYHO BOJIHY CIOPOB MEXIY TpaJWLUOHAIUCTAMU U
MOJICPHUCTAMHU CpEeIM CaMUX KaTOJIHMKOB. [lapalokc 3THX CIIOpPOB B TOM, YTO 00€ CTOPOHBI
CMEIIUBAIOT (PyHIaMEHTaJbHbIE 3JIEMEHTbl XPHCTUAHCKOI'O BEPOYYEHHs C 3JIEMEHTaMH,
SIBJISIFOILMMUCS JJOBOJIBHO NIO3IHUMU OCOOEHHOCTSIMU MIMEHHO KaTOJINYECKOU TpaJuLUy.

MonepHucThl TpeOYIOT a) OTMEHBI 00s3aTeIBHOrO ISl CBSIICHHUKOB JIATHHCKOTO OO0psiia
0e30paunst 6) oTkaza OT aOCOIIOTHOTO 3ampeTa Ha MCIOJb30BaHUE JTIOOBIX KOHTPAIETITUBOB B)
PYKOTIOJIOKEHHSI JKCHIIUH BO CBSIICHHBIN caH O)U3MeHeHus mo3unuu LlepkBu B OTHOIICHUU
TOMOCEKCyallu3Ma T') CMATYEHHs OTHOILIEHUS K abopTaM, WM, MO KpailHe Mepe, 3aJBHTaHus
AHTHAOOPTHOW PUTOPHUKHU B TEHb. TPaTUIIMOHAIKCTHI 110 BCEM ITHM BOMIPOCAM JEpPIKATCS YKe
CJIO)KUBIIIETOCS] y4eHHsI cBoed llepkBu — HeT, HET, W emie pa3 HeT KakuM Obl TO HU OBLIO
nepeMeHam.

[To3uus m Tex U Ipyrux MAET NAaKETOM — TaK, YTO YEJIOBEK JOJDKEH 3aHATH Ty WIM JIPYTyIo
CTOPOHY, NPHHSAB IIOJHOCTBIO Ty WM HHYK Mporpammy. IJsas €O CTOpPOHBI, HEIb3sl HE
OTMETHTh, YTO 3TH MAaKEThl COJAEPKAT OUEHb PAa3HbIC JIEMEHTHI, KOTOpble TPeOYyIOT pa3IuYHON
OLIEHKH ¢ ToukH 3peHus u CpamenHoro [lucanus u Ilpeganus HepasaenenHoit Llepksu.

MoOXHO 1M pyKOmojaraTb BO CBSIIEHHHKH >EHAaThIX MyX4uuH? Pasymeercs, OGOJIBIIMHCTBO
cBsauieHHUKOB [IpaBocnaBHoil LlepkBu xeHAaThl. DTO — HUKOUM 00pa30oM He HOBOBBEACHHE, HE
nporu6 moa U3MEHYHMBBIN MHp, 3TO Tak ObLIO caMoro Havaja, Tak uyTo u Cearoit Anocron Iletp,
KaK CBUAETENbCTBYeT EBanrenue, OblT ceMelHBIM uelOBeKOM. be3Opaume CBSIIEHHUKOB
OKOHYATEJIbHO yTBepxknaaercss B 3amanHoil llepkBu Tonpko B XI Beke, B mpasieHue Ilamsl
I'puropusi Benukoro. bosee toro, B Katonmuueckoi LlepkBu ecTh EHATOE TyXOBEHCTBO —
BOCTOYHOTO, M, C HEJaBHUX IOp, aHIJIMKAHCKOTO o0psiaa. Korna aHrimkaHCKUE CBALICHHUKH,
yApyuYeHHble NuOepanbHbIMU pedopMaMd B HUX OOIIMHE, CTaJIM MAacCOBO NEPEeXOIuTh B
KaronuuecTBo, MX CTaqu NMPUHAMATh Ha CBAIICHHUYECKOE CIIy)KEeHHE — HHUKOMM 00pa3oM He
TpeOys OT HUX Pa3BOJIUTHCA C MX JKeHaMH. TpeOoBaHHEe 00s3aTeNbHOTO 0e30padnsi COKpalaet
YHCIO CBSIIEHHUYECKUX MPHU3BAaHUK, M CO3MAeT 3aTPyJHEHHS, KOTOPHIX MOXHO OBbUIO OBl
n30eXaTh.

Cnenyer nM HacrauBaThb Ha OJHO3HAYHOM 3ampeTe OapbepHbIX (TO €CTh, OTMETHUM,
HeaOOpPTHBHBIX) KOHTpalentuBoB? PemuTtensHoe HenmpusatHe BaTukaHOM HCHOJIB30BAHUSA
MIPEe3epPBATUBOB BbI3BIBAET SPOCTHYIO KpUTUKY. IlouTn uTo normMaTtoMm Bephl JnOepanbHON
IPECCHI ABISETCS YTBEPXKIECHHE O TOM, YTO «MUITHOHBI adpukanies ymepau ot CIINda» u3z-3a
Toro, 4ro 37M00HbIM Pumckuit Ilama 3ampeTun UM MONb30BaThCs Mpe3epBaTUBAMU. ITO
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0OBHMHEHHE HE UMEET M0/ COO0N HMKAaKUX OCHOBAaHUIN — HET HUKAKOW CTaTUCTHKHU, KOTOpas Obl
MOKA3bIBAJIa, YTO PEBHOCTHBIE MpuxoxaHe Karonumueckou LlepkBu, T. €. HIOIHU, CKIOHHBIE
NPUCTYIIUBATECS K ee 3amperam, Oojee ckiIoHHBI 3apaxarbes CIIMlom, yem Bce ocTanbHBIE.
['pynmel pucka, B KOTOPBIX YPOBEHB 3apakaeMOCTH B JIECSITKU pa3 BhIIIE, CYHIECTBYIOT — HO 3TO
KaK pa3 JIIOJIU, PEIIUTENbHO UyXKable Batukany, u He oOpalaroniue HUKakoro BHUMaHMsI Ha €ro
3ampeThl, HampuMep, roMocekcyanucThl. Korma mpo-relickas mpecca oOBUHSCT BartwkaH B
pacnpoctpanenun CIIMJla — 53T0 Kimaccuueckuii mpuMep BaJieHHS ¢ OOJBHOM TOJIOBBI Ha
310poByt0. Ho 3HaYUT 1111 3T0, YTO TaKOM KaTErOpuUYECKUil 3alpeT ONnpaBaaH?

Jlormka KaTOJIMYeCKOTO CBSIICHHOHAYAIHS MOHITHA — CyNpYy>KecKasi OJIM30CTh, 10 3aMBICITY €
Co3narens, cBsA3aHa C NepeAadyeld *KU3HH, C MPUBEJACHUEM B MHUP HOBBIX JIFOACH, HaJIEIEHHBIX
OeccMepTHON TyNION M MPU3BAHHBIX K BEUHOMY CIACEHHIO, M UICKYCCTBEHHO OTJENSTh OJU30CTh
OT 3TOrO €€ NPeIHAa3HAYeHUs] — 3HAYNUT MPOTUBUTHCS 3aMbIciy bora.

B nenmammem mupe Ha 3T0 ObUTIO Obl HEYEro BO3pa3uTh — HO MBI JKHBEM B MHpPE, KOTOPBIN
ri1yOOKO THOBPEXIEH IpexomnajJeHHeM, B MHUpeE, e ONHM30CTh MOXKET NepeaaBaTb U CMEpPTb.
KeHmuHbl yMHpalOT NpU pojax, B HEKOTOPBIX CiydasX OEepeMEeHHOCTh CHOCOOHAa YOUTh
KEHIIMHY, TaK M He JaB XU3HU PEeOCHKY, HEPEIKO 3aCTaBJIATh KEHIUMHY POXKaThb CTOJBKO,
CKOJIBKO 3TO (PU3HOJIOTMUECKH BO3MOXKHO — 3HAUYMT MIPUBECTH €€ K MPEKIEBPEMEHHON CMEPTH.

BeiBaroT cuTyanum, Koraa, HampuMmep, OIuMH u3 cymnpyroB wuHpuuumpoBan CIIWom, u
OTKa3bpIBaThCsl OT HCIOJB30BAaHUS IIPE3EPBATUBOB — 3HAYUT IOJBEPraTb >XKHU3Hb BTOPOTO
HEHYHOW omacHocTH. OOpaimaschk k [Incannto, Mbl HAXOIUM, C OJJHOW CTOPOHBI, 3aII0BE/b «HE
yOuit», KOTOpas MpeanuchiBaeT 3a00TUTBCS O JKU3HU U 370pPOBbE JIOJEH, C JIpyrod —
oOpallleHHYI0 K CyNpyram 3anoBe/ib ANOCTONA «HE YKIOHITHCS IPYT OT APYyTray.

[TonBeprarh XU3Hb YETOBEKA HEHYKHOM OMACHOCTHM — 3HAYUT HapyIllaTh 3alloBelb, U €CIU
3TON OMACHOCTH MOYHO M30€KaTh, UCIIOJIb3Ys MPEe3epBAaTUBBI, TO UX HCIIOJIb30BAHHUE, XOTS U HE
COOTBECTBYET WHjealy, MOxeT ObITh nomymieHo. Kak ckazano B OcnoBax ColnanbHON
Konnenuuu Pycckoii [IpaBocnaBuoi Llepksu,

«XII.3. Penurno3HO-HPaBCTBEHHOW OIEHKH TpeOyeT Takke mpobiieMa KOHTpalEHIIUu.
HekoTtopsie U3 MpOTHBO3a4aTOYHBIX CPENCTB (PakTHUECKH 001a/latoT a0OPTUBHBIM ACHCTBHEM,
HMCKYCCTBEHHO TIpephIBas Ha CaMbIX DPAaHHUX CTaAWSIX >KU3Hb 3MOpHOHA, a TMOCEMY K HX
yHoTpeOJIeHUIO MPUMEHUMBI CYXKICHHSI, OTHOCSIIUECS K abopty. Jpyrue ke cpeacTsa, KOTOpbIe
HE CBSI3aHBl C TIPECEUCHHUEM YK€ 3auaBIICHCA >KU3HU, K a0OpTy HU B KaKOH CTENEHU
NpUpaBHUBATh HeNb3st. Ompenensist OTHOLICHHE K HEaOOPTUBHBIM CpPEACTBAM KOHTpALCTIIUH,
XPUCTUAHCKUM CYIIPYTraM CJIEAYEeT IMOMHHTb, YTO MPOJIOHKEHUE YEIIOBEUYECKOIO pOJia SIBISAETCS
OJIHOM M3 OCHOBHBIX IIeNell OOroyCTaHOBIEHHOTO OpadHoro coros3a (cM. X.4). Hamepennsrit
OTKa3 OT POXKICHUSA IETEH M3 STOMCTHYECKUX IMOOYKIECHUW OO0eCIeHUBACT Opak M SIBISICTCS
HECOMHEHHBIM I'PEXOM.

Bwmecte ¢ Tem cympyru HecyT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH Mepell borom 3a moiHOIEHHOE BOCTIIUTaHUE
neredt. OAHUM U3 TyTeW peaau3alii OTBETCTBEHHOT'O OTHOIICHMSI K UX POXKICHUIO SIBISIETCS
BO3JIEp)KaHHE OT TIOJIOBBIX OTHOIICHHWH Ha OINpeAesieHHoe BpeMsa. Bmopouem, HeoOXoanMo
namsaToBaTh cioBa amnocrosa [laBma, oOpallieHHblE K XPUCTHAHCKUM cympyram: «He



VKIOHANIMech Opye om Opyad, paszee No co2nacuio, Ha epems, OJisl YNPAXCHEeHUs 6 nocme u
Monumee, a NOMoM onames OyObme emecme, 4moodbl He UCKYULATL 8AC CAMAHA HEeB030epIHCAHUEM
sawumy» (1 Kop. 7. 5). OueBuIHO, YTO peICHUS B ATOW 00JACTH CYNPYTH JIOJDKHBI IPUHUMATH
o 00OIOJJHOMY COIJIacuIO, Mpuberas K COBETYy AyXoBHUKA. IlocnenHeMy jke HaalIeXWUT C
MAaCTBIPCKOM OCMOTPUTENBHOCTHIO MPUHUMATh BO BHHMMAaHHE KOHKPETHBIE YCJIOBHS KH3HU
CYNPY’>KECKOH Maphl, UX BO3PACT, 3/I0pPOBbE, CTENEHb TyXOBHOW 3pEIOCTM M MHOTHE JApYyrue
00CTOSITENTLCTBA, pa3inyasi TeX, KTO MOXKET «BMECTUTh» BBICOKHE TPeOOBaHUS BO3JEP)KaHHUA, OT
TeX, KoMy 3T0 He «aaHo» (M. 19. 11), u 3a00TsCh pexk/ie BCEro 0 COXPAaHEHUHU U YKPEIUICHUH
CEMbI»

B »tom orHomenmm mo3unusa Pycckoit IlpaBocmaBHoit llepkBu mnpencramisieTcss Oosiee
B3BELIICHHOM, OoJiee OMbeiickoif 1 HUKOUM 00pa3oM He IpeAroarammei nporuda mox Mup —
1 ecJTi ObI KaTOJIMKHU C HEHM COTJIaCHIIUCh, UX OBLJIO ObI HE B U€M YIIPEKHYTh.

Hpyrue TpeboBaHUsT MOJEPHUCTOB, OJHAKO, SIBJITIOTCS UMEHHO TPEOOBAaHUSMH OTOWTH OT BEPHI,
OJIHAXK[IbI TIpelaHHOM cBAThIM. OHU npeanonaratot yxon ot [Ipenanus nepasnenennoit Llepksu,
OT TOr'0, BO YTO BCErAa U MOBCIOAY BEPUIIM BCE XPUCTHUAHE.

Hcxons m3 Toro (akra, 9ro XpHCTOC BOIUIOTWIICS KaKk MYXKYMHA, W HW30paj JIBEHAIIATh
ArnocTonoB-My:k4uuH, LlepkoBb Bcer/ia mocTapisia U MOCTABISIET HA CBANICHHUYECKOE CITy>KEHHE
MMEHHO MYXXYMH. DTO HE NpEeJIoiaraeT YHUUMKEHUs KCHILUHBI, a IIPOCTO OTPaXaeT TOT (PaxT,
YTO KXl WUTpaeT CBOIO posib B 3ambicie Coznarens, U, MOJOOHO TOMY, KaK MY>KYMHA He
MOXET OBITh MAaTEPhIO, )KEHIIIMHA HE MOXKET ObITh OTIIOM. He yriy0oinssich 3/1ech B MOJIEMHUKY IO
3TOMY TMOBOAY, OTMETHM, 4YTO 3/1eCh HAllld CHUMIATUH Oe3yCIOBHO Ha CTOpOHE
TpaAUIIMOHATUCTOB. Kak U B IPyTrux BOMPOCaX, KOTOPHIE Mbl PACCMOTPUM.

C camoro Hayana AnocToibCKoi npomnoBenu LlepkoBb paccmarpuBaia abopT Kak TSHKKHHA Tpex.
Pebenok B yTpoOe Matepu SBISICTCS YEJIOBEYECKUM CYIIECTBOM, Ha KOTOpOE O€3yCIOBHO
pacrpocTpaHsieTcs 3arnoBeib «He youi». «He ymepiBisail 1uTsATH B 3apobIlie U POXKIAESHHOTO
He yOuBaii» - TOBOPUTCA B OJTHOM U3 CaMbIX PAaHHUX NMaMATHUKOB XpPUCTHAHCKOW MUCHbMEHHOCTH,
«/Iunaxe», otHocsameMes K KoHIy | ro Beka. I'pex MoxeT OBbITh MPOIIEH, HO HA B KOEM CiIydae
HE paspelieH — W OTKa3 OT OOJHMYEHHS ATOr0 YXKACHOTO 371a ObT ObI OTKa30M OT CBOECH
XPUCTUAHCKOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Bce xpuctnane Bcerma paccMarpuBalid Opak Kak 00TrOyCTaHOBIICHHBINA COIO3 MEXKIY MYKUYMHON
¥ JKCHIIMHOM, CJIeIys B 3TOM OTHOIIeHUH cioBaM ['ocriona Uuncyca: «OH cka3al UM B OTBET: HE
yuTaau Ju Bbl, 4yTo COTBOPHBIIMY BHayajle MYXUMHY W >KEHIIMHY cOTBOpmI ux? M ckazain:
IMOCEMY OCTaBUT HYCJIIOBCK OTHA M MAaTb M MNPUICHHUTCA K KCHEC CBOCI\/'Ij u 6YJIYT aBa OIHOIO
IUIOTHIO, TaK YTO OHU YK€ HE JIBOE, HO OJlHA IJI0Th. MTak, uto bor coderan, TOro uenoBek aa He
pasny4daet. (Martd.19:4-6)»

Bce xpucTrane Bceryia paccMaTpUBalI CEKCyalIbHYI0 aKTUBHOCTh BHE Opaka — HarpaBliieHa JInd
OHa Ha JIMII YYXOTO, WU, TeM Ooliee, CBOEro Iojla, KaK Ipex, HepacKasHHOE NMpeObIBaHUE B
koTopoM JumiaeT yenoBeka LlapctBa boxus (1 Kop.6:9). B mamm auu Bepyromue Joaud Ha
3amnajie OJBEPraroTCs OTPOMHOMY JABICHHIO C TEM, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh MX OTKA3aThCs OT ATOTO



6uoeckoro YUCHHA, U HCKOTOPBLIC IMPOTCCTAHCKHC O6H_[I/IHBI YKE€ OTOMY HOaBJICHHUIO YIKC
noJaaInCh.

Ectp, oqHako, ocHOBaHus HajesThes, uTo KaTonmdeckas LlepkoBb u, Tem 6onee, [IpaBocnaBHasi,
eMy He noaaactcs. LlepkoBb — O4YeHb CTapblii MHCTUTYT; 3TO CTapeilinas opranusaius EBpombl.
Ona Buzena paciBeT W TMAJCHUE MOTYYHMX HMIICPHM, CUMTABIIUX CE0S «BEYHBIMWY;, BHIENA
MPUXOJT UJICOJIOTUH, KOTOPhIE OOBSABIISIN ce0s MyTeM KO BCEOOIEMY CYACThIO — U MPUHOCKIIH
yKacHble HecuacTbs. [loJl ee CTeHbl MPUXOIUIN MHOXKECTBO PA3JIMUHBIX HENpUATENEed — OT
S3BIYHUKOB /10 KOMMYHHCTOB, KOTOpble 00bsIBIsUN LlepkBu 0 TOM, 4yTO y Hee HET Oyayliero u
OHa BOT-BOT MCYE3HET C MHUPOBOM apeHbl. Jlio/u, yBieKIIHeCs TEMU WIM UHBIMHU MOJHBIMH
UACSIMH — HAIlMOHAIM3MOM, COIMAIN3MOM, (hpeiiioMapKCHU3MOM, €BI€HUKON, MHOTO YeM elle
— TOpbKO yrpekanu LlepkoBb B TOM, UTO OHA HE XOUYET MPHUHITHh UX MYTh B CBETIIOE OyayIee U
BOOOIIIE TOPMO3UT MpPOTPeccC.

B HpiHemHux Hamankax Ha L[epkoBb HET HHUYEro HOBOTO — M LIepKOBb OTIMYHO 3HAET, YTO
KaXaas cienyrolias HWAeoJorudeckass MojAa BbIIaeT cels 3a OKOHYATENbHYIO HCTHHY,
UCTOpHUECcKasl Tobena KoTopoil, pazymeercs, «HenzoexHa». «[lobena koMMyHH3Ma HEM3OEKHAN
- IOMHHUTE?

Kak nHekto yxe 3amerun, «llepkoBb, BBIXOJIAs 3aMyX 3a KYJbTYpy, CKOPO OCTaHETCS
BIIOBOIY.

Ectb mnpumepsl XpHUCTHAHCKHUX OOIIMH, KOTOpbIE TIONUIM HAaBCTpeUy MPOTrPECCUBHON
obmectBeHHocTH — Hamnpumep, Enuckomanbhas llepkos CIIIA, KOTOpyIO y» HUKaK HEIb3s
OOBUHHUTb B «OTCTAJIOCTH», MPOTHYJAcCh MPAaKTUUYECKH MOA Bce TpeOoBaHus mupa. C Kakum
pesynbrarom? OHa CTPEMUTENBHO TepsET MPUXO0KaH, JIOAM MOKUIAIOT €€ LEeNbIMU AUOLEe3aMu
(eTHCKOIICKMMH OKpyTaMH), OHa HE 3HAET, KyJla IeBaTh CBOM MyCThIC 3MaHMsl. JTO TaK CO BCEMU
anbepallbHbIMH OOIIMHAMU, KOTOPBIE OTXOJAT OT TPAAUIIMOHHOTO XPUCTUAHCTBA B YTOAY MUPY
— WX CTaTUCTHUKA OJIHO3HAYHA, OHH OBICTPO YMHPAIOT.

OTO Tak IO HECKOJIbKMM IIPUYMHAM, U, B YACTHOCTH, IIOTOMY, YTO JIETUTUMHOCTb LIEPKOBHOMU
OOLIMHBI IEP’KUTCS Ha €€ MPEJaHHOCTH «Bepe, OAHaK bl npegaHHon cBiIThiM. (Uyn.1:3)». Ecnu
Ta WIM WHas OOIIMHA TOBOPHUT YTO, HANIPUMEpP, «XPUCTHAHE BCE ITH JIBE THICSAYM JIET CUMTAIU
abopT TSHKKUM I'PEXOM, HO TENEpbh Mbl PEIIMWIM NEPEeIyMaTb» WM «JIBE€ ThicsuM jeT LlepkoBb
yuusa, 4To Opak — 3TO COI03 MEXAY MYXUMHOW U JKEHIIMHOW, HO TeNeph Mbl PEHIMIN YUUTh
WHOMY», 3TO HEMEJUICHHO BBI3BIBAET BOIIPOC - «YTO K€, BCE ATH AO0JArve Beka LlepkoBp Hac
oOMaHbIBaJIa OTHOCUTENIBHO TOTO, YTO €CTh IpeX, a uTo HeT? Kak ke el MOKHO BepuTh mocie
storo?» B camom neine, mepecMOTp TaKUX MPUHLIMIINAAIBHBIX MOMEHTOB LIEPKOBHOTO YYEHHS,
KaK B3MJIAJbl HA OpaK WM HA CBATOCTbH YEIOBEUECKOH *KHU3HH, 03Ha4al Obl, uTo, MO0 LlepkoBb
Jaraja BCe BpeMsl IO 3TOro, JIMOO OHa JKeT celuac. M To u 1pyroe moJiHOCTBIO YHUYTOKAET €
JIETUTUMHOCTD U JI€JIAeT €€ IPUTA3aHUs Ha YUYUTEIbCTBO CMEXOTBOPHBIMU. [IpornyTecs mon Mup
— 3HAYUT CAMOJUKBUAMPOBaThbcs. Karonmnueckas mepapxus 3TO NMOHMMaeT. [loaTomy HOBBIN
[Tana Bpsia a1 OyaeT 60NbLIMM JTHOOUMIEM NTPOIPECCUBHOM 0OLIECTBEHHOCTH.

[lepemenbl, KOTOpble MOTJM OBl OBITH YMECTHBI, JOJDKHBI OOpamiatbes, pasyMeercs, He K
MPOrPECCUBHOM OOIIECTBEHHOCTH, a K [Ipenanuto nHepaznenennoi Llepksu.



Archimandrite Tikhon (Agrikov): A Sermon on a Church Candle

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Dear brothers and sisters! Has the following ever happened to you? You are standing in church at
a quiet evening service, when suddenly you feel from the bottom of your heart how dear this
House of God is to you, how beautiful, noble, holy, mysterious and edifying everything in it is.
Have you ever really felt the profound meaning and purpose of everything that happens at church
services? Alas!, my dear friends, we often come to church, stand without any awareness of
anything, without trying to enter into the meaning of the service, not even listening attentively to
the reading and the singing. And all the time even the slightest detail can be very edifying.

Here is a small church candle. People come, take one and light it in front of an icon and it burns.
People have made a little gift to strengthen their faith. What does it mean, this small, quiet candle
flame which rises up to heaven?

First of all, a candle testifies to our love of God. People come to church and bring the present of
their love. But does our soul burn like the fine flame of this little candle? Does the flame of our
prayer rise up to heaven? Do we strive upwards with all our being, to the heavens, to holiness, to
the beauty of a higher life which is dedicated to God?...But a candle does not only burn and
shine, it also warms, giving off just a little warmth to those around it. What about us? Does our
love warm those around us, those near and dear to us, those we live with and mix with? Or are
we frozen in the ice of sin, of self-love, have we shut ourselves up and now lie there like a splint
gone cold?

Comparing human life to a candle, St Seraphim said that the wax in the candle is faith, the light
is hope and the fire is love. If there is no love, then life is empty, pointless and fruitless. Just as a
bad candle gives off soot, splutters and then goes out altogether, so sometimes our life gives off
not the light of goodness, but the stench of sin and iniquity. So which is our life? Does it burn or
does it give off soot, and perhaps go out altogether?

Dear brothers and sisters, this little candle also tells us whether we live our short earthly lives
badly or well. If we burn ourselves out very quickly, then what will be left of us? Will there still



be even a tiny glimmer of good as a result of our actions? Will there still be even a tiny glimmer
of warmth and happy memories of us?

A baby comes into the world crying. Holy Church gives him spiritual birth, washing him in Holy
Baptism. A candle burns in the hands of the godparent, its tears of wax are like a living being
crying before God for a new little person, his infirmity, his weakness and the many hardships he
will face in life. But when a person grows up, he may stain his soul with sin in the storms of life.
And then he comes to the holy sacrament of Repentance, lights a candle and puts it on the
candlestand. This candle sheds burning tears for our sinfulness, our coldness and the darkness of
our iniquitous life.

When our life is hallowed by union in marriage, the young couple hold lighted candles in their
hands...the flames remind them of love in the family, of how family happiness does not last
forever and ever, that it unexpectedly goes out, like this lighted candle...

When someone falls ill and turns to God, he receives unction, is anointed with holy oil, and next
to him there burns a candle, as if raising his prayer up to heaven, interceding for him.

When someone is on their death bed, then a candle is placed at the head of the bed as a symbol of
their immortality, testifying to the fact that their soul goes on and burns before God in
eternity...When family come to the grave, they too light a candle as a sign of their love for the
departed and their memory of them.

And so throughout life and even after death a candle burns with us, unnoticed and small. What
faith we show when, in times of sorrow and difficulty, we light candles in front of the icons of
the Saviour, the Mother of God or His saints, what consoling mercy our Heavenly Father shows
our grieving souls, sending down His help to them. We light a candle and it seems to speak to us:
I am burning and you, a soul that has gone out, light up, light up, do not fear life’s tempests, light
up, even though the wind is making you waver, and burn, shine and warm. My dears, we can be
especially happy that we are standing here and all praying together, that our little prayers and
sighs merge into one general sigh, heading upwards, like a candle flame which reaches the
heavens and the throne of God. The feeble light of our small, lonely prayer may not be strong
enough to shine and warm, but the great flame of general prayer may blaze up and melt. Perhaps,
unknown to us, there are people of prayer standing alongside us, those who are great spiritual
people before the face of God. Together with their prayer, our feeble, cold prayer will also go up
from earth to heaven, to the very throne of God. We should be all the happier that we are
standing and praying in this holy place, warmed and hallowed by the feat of prayer of St Sergius,
our great father in God. On this very spot there once stood a small wooden church, hallowed not
by a candle, but by a simple splint. However, the hearts of the ascetics, those who gathered here,
zealous for piety and salvation, attracted by the brightness of St Sergius’ virtues, shone brighter
than any beacon.

And now he himself, like a great light, burns and does not go out, aflame with his prayer before



the throne of the Holy Trinity, and this light illumines our lives, which at times are not easy and
confused, warming our souls, which are cold, negligent and despondent...Dear brothers and
sisters, just light your little wax candles more often. They burn with the fire of a great and firm
faith, as if reminding us of the widow’s mite. Let us remember that Church life is our life. A
candle is our love of God and our neighbour. A Church candle is the strength that helps us in the
difficult moments of life and death. Amen.

Y10 orBetuth CTHBY /I:K00CY, M CHOBA 0 CJIe3HHKE pedeHKa

11 mrons, 2012 « Anekcannp Tkayenko * Mcrounuk: XKXypuan "®oma"
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DTOro 4enoBeKa Ha3bIBAIOT «MKOHOMW MpeanpuHUMATENHCTBA». OH y)Ke HE MPOCTO «cend-Men/I-
MEH», OH CUMBOJ Jiis 1enoit snoxu. Kak Ctus JI)xoOc oTHOCWICS K penuruu? MHOTHE 3HAIOT,
yTo co3nmarenb Apple Opu1 mpakTukyommMm Oyamauctom. Ho Tak Obuto He Bcerma. B
obpunmaapbHO Ouorpadmm TNpeANPUHUMATENS, HAIMCAHHOW W3BECTHBIM aMEpPUKAaHCKUM
KYpPHAITUCTOM Y 0lnTepOoM AN3EKCOHOM, €CTh MHTEPECHBIN paccKas:

«llon u Knapa ne Ovliu ucmogo eepyrowumu a00bMu, HO XOMeau 0amb CbIHY PenucUuo3Hoe
gocnumanue, U NO3MOMY NO 80CKPECEHbAM Opanu e2o ¢ cobol 8 Iomepanckyio yepkogs. Ho
ko2oa Cmugy UCHOJHUNIOCH MPUHAOYaAmMv, OH mMyod X00umsv nepecman. [xicoobcobl 8bINUCHIBAIU
arcypuan Life; na obnoosicke uronvckozo Homepa 3a 1968 200 dvina ¢pomoepaghusi eonodarousux
oemetl uz buagpovr. Cmue npunec H#cypHan 8 60CKpeCHyO WKOILY U CHPOCUL NACOPA.:

— Ecnu s noonumy naney, ysnaem au I 0cnoowb, Kakou UMEHHO U3 NAIbYes 51 XO4Y NOOHSMb, euje
00 Mo20, KaK 1 coeaarn 3mo?

Ilacmop omeemun: — Hy pazymeemcs, I ocnody éce uzgecmHo.

Toeoa J[cobc noxazan chumok u3z Life:— 3uaem au I'ocnodb o mom, umo smu Oemu
eonooarom?

— Cmus, s nonumaro, ymo mebe mpyoHo 6 3mo nogepums, Ho 1 0cnoos 3naem u 06 5mom.


http://www.foma.ru/chto-otvetit-stivu-dzhobsu.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+fomapublic+(%D0%A1%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8C%D0%B8)&utm_content=Google+Reader
http://www.pravmir.ru/author/user_794/
http://www.pravmir.ru/chto-otvetit-stivu-dzhobsu-ili-snova-o-slezinke-rebenka/
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Toeoa [xcobc 3asa6un, ymo He xouem eepums 8 makozo boea, u Hukozoa bonvuie He OvlGAN 6
YepKauy.

Bynyumii coznarens umnepun Apple 3Hai, 0 4eM crpocuTh. TakKuM BOIIPOCOM MOKHO «3aKPBITh
TEMY» B pa3roBOpe ¢ JIIOOBIM CBSILEHHUKOM, Ja)K€ CaMbIM YMHBIM U 00pa3oBaHHBIM. M coBceM
HE TMOTOMY, YTO Ha HEro HEBO3MOXHO OTBETHTh. [IpocTo ecTh MOEHCTBHSA TIyOOKO
OE3HPaBCTBEHHBIE 110 CBOCH CYTH, XOTSI BHEIIHE OHU MOTYT BBITJISIETh BIIOJHE TPUCTONHBIMH U
OnmarouecTuBbIMU. Hampumep — cecTh Ha JaBOYKY B XpaMe M TEpIEIMBO PAcCKa3blBaTh
TPUHAALATHICTHEMY MOJPOCTKY, Mo4YeMy bor momyckaer CTpajaHusi TOJOAAIONIMX JeTed B
buagpe, 310 mpuMepHO TO Ke camoe, YTO OOBACHATH peOEHKYy, MOYeMy BIIOJIHE cebe
HOpPMaJIbHBIE AU U TETU Cpeb Oena AHS MPOXOAAT MHUMO YeJIOBEKa, HETOJBUKHO JICXKAIIETO
Ha TPOTyape JHIIOM B ac(albT.
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[Tactop mynpo moctynui, korjga He crajd crnoputTh ¢ OHBIM CtuBoM [[xoOcom. [ToTomy yTO
000 ero OTBeT Mpo3Bydan OBl B TOM CHUTyallMM Kak IMHUYHAs IMOMBITKA OIpaBaaTh
HECTIPaBeUTMBOCTh, OOBSICHUTh, YTO OHA HE TAaK YK M HECIpPaBEIINBA, YTO €CThb, MOJI, U B HEH
cBoA mpapja. Henb3s mo3BossATh CBOEH, a TeM 0oJiee — YyXKOW MBICTH HITH 1O 3TOH KPHBOM
nopore. M3BectHwiii pycckuit ¢minocodp u mncuxosior Cemen JlonBuroBuu @Dpank mnwmcain:
«OOBSICHUTB 3710 3HAYMUIIO OBl 00OCHOBATH U, TEM CaMBIM, OIPaBIATh 3710. Ho 3TO mpoTnBOpeunT
CcaMOMy CYIIECTBY 3Jla, KaKk TOMY, YTO HENPaBOMEPHO, YEro He JOJKHO ObITh. EnvHCTBEHHO
IIpaBOMEpHasl yCTaHOBKAa B OTHOLIEHWM 3J71a €CTh — OTBEpPrarh, YCTPaHATh €ro, a HUKAaK He
OOBSCHATH U TEM CaMbIM y3aKOHUBATh U ONPABJIbIBATHY.

B CYHIIHOCTH, CDpaHK OIIMCBIBACT 31€Chb HOPMAJIbHOC JJIA 00010 XPpUCTHAHWHA OTHOIICHHC!:
YBHUIACHT 310 — MOMbITalCs EMY IIPOTHUBOCTOATL, HEC MOKCIIb 3TOr0 CACIAThL — IJIa4b U MOJIUCH
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0 TeX, KTO OT HEro CTPajaeT, O CBOEH HEMOIIH, O TOM rope, KOTOPOE€ OHO MPUHECIO APYIHMM
JIOASM U TeOe caMOMy, CKOJIb Obl JaJIeKO OT T€Osl OHO HU CIIy4miock. IloToMy uTO Bee mroau Ha
3emiie — noToMku Anama u EBbI, a 3HaUUT — HET Ha cBeTe uykoil 6enpl. U korna rae-to tam,
Ha JpyroM KOHIE 3eMJd, yMHUpAarT OT rojoAa JETH, Thl BCErJa 3Haelllb, WIM XOTSA Obl
YyBCTBYEIIb, YTO 3TO TOJIOAAIOT TBOM MaJeHbKUE OpaThsi U CECTpBI, YTO 3TO — Oeda TBoOeH
CeMbH, a 3HAYUT — U TBOSI TOXKE.

Bo3mymasich  HecnpaBeAJIMBOCTbIO, YEJIOBEK IMOCTyHaeT abCOMIOTHO HOPMAJIbHO, B IOJHOM
COOTBETCTBUM CO 3J0pPOBBIMH CHJIaMHU Jylid. A BOT OIpaBAbIBaTh CBOE Oe3paziuyue K
TBOPSIIUMCS BOKPYI MEP30CTSIMH «XPUCTHAHCKMM CMHPEHHEM» U OOTOCIOBCKUMH CXEMaMU
CIOCOOEH JMIIb TOT, KTO JaBHO YX€ CTal Oe3pa3iMdeH K HECHpPaBeAIUBOCTH U 3]y B CAMOM
cebe. IIpaBenusiii Mo, Hampumep, He CTECHSAJICS BO3MYLIAThCs B OTBET Ha jaelcTBus bora,
HECIIPaBEUIMBBIC, C €T0 TOUKU 3peHHs: boe nucnposepe mensa u obnoxcun mens Ceoero cemulio.
Bom, s kpuuy: obuda! u nukmo ne crywaem; gonuio, u Hem cyod.

B atom cmpiciae Ctus J[)koOc, HECMOTPSI Ha FOHBIM BO3PAcT, OKa3ajicsa KyJa YeCTHEe M TOHBIIES
MHOTHX CBOMX COBPEMEHHHKOB, KOTOPHIM MOJ00HBIE BOMPOCHI OBLIN MOMPOCTY HEMHTEPECHBHI.
OngHako ecTh B €ro IMOCTYNKE CYIIECTBEHHOE OTIMYME OT MOo3UIuu mpaBegHoro Hoga.
bubnelickuii mpaBeIHUK, TMOTEpsB B OYyKBaJIbHOM CMBICIIE Bce, 4eM oOmaman, — JeTeH,
OorarctBo, W JaXe 3I0pOBbE, — KPHUUUT, BO3MymlaeTcs, Tpedyer y bora oObsicHeHwmit
npoucxoasimeMy. Ho ero Bo3mymieHune oOpaliieHo WMEHHO K bory, kak K eIWHCTBEHHOMY
HMCTOYHHUKY BO3MOXKHOTO OTBeTa. VM1 B TOJOBY HE MPUXOIUT €My CKa3aTh: «B Takoro bora s
BepUTh He X0ouy». [loTromy uTo npyroro bora ObITb HE MOXET, a 3HAYUT — HY>KHO BBISICHUTH
otHomenus ¢ Tem, Kto ectb. Jloruka TyT npocrta u oueBUAHA: €cliu y TeOs npeTeH3uu Kk bory —
BbICKaKU X Emy, a He cocensiM no noabe3ny. Cepbe3Hble BOIIPOCH! BCETa HYKHO 33/1aBaTh MO
NpaBWILHOMY ajpecy. MHadue BMECTO OTBETa PHUCKYellb MOMYyYUTh CTaHAAPTHBIA HaOop
Onaroriynocrei, Bce 0ObSICHAIOMINX, HO HE JAIOUINX MUIIA HU YMY, HA CEPIIILY.

XpHUCTHAHCKHE TMOJBWKHUKU TaK K€, KaK U BETXO03aBETHBIE MPOPOKH, HE OOSIUCH 3a/1aBaTh
lNociony «HeynoOHbIe» BOMpOCkl. Tak, OCHOBOIOJIOKHUK MOHAIIECTBA MPENOA00HBIN AHTOHUN
Benmukuii cipammBan bora mpumepHO 0 Tex ke Bemax, Kotopsie BoaHoBanm CtuBa JIko0ca:

«locnoou! omuezo nekomopule uz 10oeil QOCMueaOm Cmapocmu U COCMOSIHUSL HeMowu, opyaue
ymuparwom 6 demckom eospacme u dcugym mano? Omuezo 00Hu 6eonvi, — Opyeue boeamovi?
Omueco mupansvt u 3100eu 0O1A200eHCMBYIOM U OOULYIOM 6CeMU 3eMHbIMU Onazamu, d
npaseomnvie YeHemaromces Hanacmsamu U HUUemor? »

Takue BOMPOCHI HE MOTIU POAUTHCS B PABHOAYIIHOM CEpAIlE, W BOBCE HE amaTU4Has,
yOBJIETBOPEHHAs] MEPTBBIMU JIOTMYECKUMHU MOCTPOEHUSIMU AyIia Oojena oT HUX. Ho AHTOHUI
Benmukuii He cTtanm oOCyXIaTh MYUYMBIIYIO €ro mpobjieMy ¢ apyruMu MoHaxamu. [lomoOHO



npaBegHoMy MOBY, OH HaAEsUICS OTHICKATh €€ PEIIeHHE HE B OOTOCIOBCKOM NHUCKYCCHH, a B
MOJIUTBE.

N Bor orserwmn. [IpaBma, oTBET 3TOT OBLI HEOXHMIAHHBIM U COBCEM HE TIOXOXXHM Ha TO, YETO
0OBIYHO KIIyT JIOIU B MOMOOHBIX ciay4asx: « AHToHui! BHuMaill cebe u He moaBepraii TBoeMy
uccienoBanuo cyned boxunx, motomy 4to 3T0 — nymeBpenaHo». Kcratu, npaBeanbiii Mo
TOKE YCIJBIIIAN HEUTO TMOXO0XKEe: ...20e 6bi1 mbl, kocoa A nonazan ocnosanus zemau? Cragxcu,
ecnu 3Haeuwtv. ...Tel xouewv Hucnpogepenyms cyo Moii, obsunums Mens, umobwl onpagdamo
ceoa? Taxas nu y mebs movuuya, kaxk y boea? U moocewn au ozepemems 2onocom, kaxk On?
Vkpace orce cebs senuuuem u cnagoro, obnekucs 6 61eck u gelukonenue;, uziel Apocms cHeda
meoe20, NOCMOMPU HA 8ce 20pO0e U CMUPU €20, 832/ISIHU HA 8CeX 8bICOKOMEPHBIX U YHU3b UX, U
COKPYWU HeYeCMUBbIX HA MeCmax ux, 3apoli 6cex ux 8 3eMt0 U 1uya ux nokpou momor. Toeoa u
A npusnaro, umo oecHuya meos Modicem cnacams meosi.

W Tot, u npyroit oTBeT, M0 CyTH, CBOJATCS K M3BECTHOMY BCEM €IIe C JIETCTBA TE3UCY — «HE
TBOEro yma jeno». Ho crpaHHas Belib: moyeMy-To 00a BOIPOIIABLIMX OCTAJIUCh MOJHOCTBIO
YZIOBJIETBOPEHBI TAKUM HEOOBIYHBIM OOBSICHEHUEM.

A mpuunHa 3TOMy, HaBEpHOE, BOT B 4eM. BOoIlpoc 0 HEBUHHBIX CTpaJlaHusAX AETEH WM B3POCIBIX
My4aeT YelloBeKa BOBCE HE IMOTOMY, YTO HAall pa3yM HE MOXET JIOTUYECKH COBMECTHTH 3TH
CTpa/laHusl C CYyIIECTBOBAaHMEM BceMoryiero u Bceseayuiero bora-JIro6Bu. 910 ObLIO OBI elle
HOHGGI[IJI — HY Majio JI1 4YCro HC MOJIy4acTCsd IMOHATH HpPHU MOMOIIU JIOTHKH. Ha camom )i
MYUHUTEJIBHO 3[€Ch Jpyroe. 3a XpecTOMaTHMMHON Kapama30BCKOW «CIIE3MHKOW peOeHKa» WU
o0noxkoit xypHana Life B pykax CtuBa J[>xo6ca ckpbiBaeTcs Kyaa 0oJjiee TparndecKuii BOIpoc:
Heykenu bora Bce-Taku HeT B 3TOM O6e3ymMHOM Mmupe? Heysxenu Bce 3TH HEBUHHbBIE CTpaJaHUs
a0COoIIOTHO OECCMBICIIEHHBI U SIBISIFOTCS BCETO JIUIIh HEOCIOPHUMBIM CBUAETEIHCTBOM TOTO, YTO
Hal MuUp — cupota?

Hcropun momoOHOrO pojga — TPOPOKOB, cBATHIX, MBana KapamaszoBa, CtuBa J[»koOca, —
MO>KHO OBLIO OBl CBECTH K OAHOMY oOmiemy Bosriacy: ['ocronu, na ects au Tel BooOIe, pas
BOKPYT MPOUCXOIUT Takoi kommMap? MMeHHO 06 3TOM, U TOJIBKO 00 3TOM CIIpalinBajii Bce OHU
B KOHEYHOM HTOTe. BCE mpodee — JIUITh KOHKPETHBIE 00CTOSTENHCTBA, POXKAABIINE STOT BOILIH
Kk bory y caMbIx pa3HbIX Jf0Jieil BO Bce BpEMEHa.

Taxk uTo ke Hy>XHO ObUTO OTBETHTH TOT/1a CTUBY J[>KOOCY Ha €r0 «IIPOKIISITHIC BOITPOCHI)?

PoBHBIM cueTom Hudero. [IoToMy 4TO OTBeYaTh Ha HUX C MOJIHBIM IPAaBOM MOXKET TOJBKO Bor.
AnTonuto Benrkomy u npaBegHomy HMoBy Bor oTBeTHI, U OHM YCHOKOWIUCH: ... caviuain o
Tebe cnyxom yxa, menepw dce mou enaza euosm Teos (Mos 42:5). Ctus J)xo06¢ ToXKe CIbIIIal o
Bore, HO oTBeTa HEe MOMYYWII, U YIIEN pa3odyapoBaHHBIM. [loToMy 4TO crpammBal O MPUYHHAX



3na B mupe He y Toro, Kto OauH ToibKO U MOXKET OTBETUTh. Ml BOBCEe HE macTopa OH MOCTaBUII
TOTJia B TYIIUK CBOMMH BOIIPOCAMHU, a CaMOT0 ce0sl Ha JI0JITUE TOJIbI.

Huxkakoil macrop, CBSIIEHHHK, OOrOCIOB HE B COCTOSHUM OOBSICHHUThH, IOYEMY B 3TOM MHUpE
CTPaJaloT U YMHUPAIOT B MyKax JieTH. JIro0oe Takoe oObsicHeHue Bceraa OyJeT MoJIMEHON TOro
camoro riaBHoro OrtBera, B KoTOopoM bor otkpsiBaer Ce0s uyenoBeky. TONBKO HY>XHO
cnpammBath Ero, HyxHO oOpamathcst Kk Hemy, gaxke ecinu Thl cUMTaellb, 4TO «B Takoro bora
BepUTh He crtouT». ['oBopu EmMy M 00 3TOM TOXE, BO3MyMIailcs, cepIuch, Kak 3TO JAeial
npaBeaHblil MoB, HO — crpammBaii, cripammuBaii bora o Tom, 4to He 1aeT Te0e KHUTh CIIOKOWHO.
[Toromy uTO ApPyrux CHOcOOOB MOJYYHTh OTBET Ha «IIPOKJIATHIE BOMPOCHD TMOMPOCTY HE
CYILLECTBYET.

Baag I'ostoBun, Anexkcanap Tkadyenko

An Answer to Steve Jobs, or a Child’s Tear Again
11 July 2012 « Aleksandr Tkachenko ¢ Source ‘Foma’ Magazine
This man is a model entrepreneur, not just a self made man but a symbol of a whole era.

What does Steve Jobs think of religion? Many know that the founder of Apple used to be a
practising Buddhist. But such was not always the case. There is an interesting story in his official
biography, written by a well-known American journalist, Walter Isaacson:

‘Paul and Clara were not fervent believers, but they did want to give their son a religious
upbringing and so they would take him with them to the Lutheran church on Sundays. But when
Steve was thirteen, he stopped going. The Jobs subscribed to the magazine Life; the cover of the
1968 issue had on it a picture of starving Biafran children. Steve took it to the Sunday school
and asked the pastor:

— If 1 lift a finger, will the Lord know exactly which one of my fingers I am going to lift, even
before I do it?

The pastor replied:— Of course, the Lord knows everything.
Then Jobs showed him the picture in Life:— Does the Lord know these children are starving?
— Steve, I know it’s hard for you to believe it, but the Lord knows even about this.

Then Jobs said he no longer wanted to believe in such a God and never went to church again’.



The future founder of Apple knew what he was asking. A question like that can kill off a
discussion with any priest, even the most intelligent and well-educated. And it is not that it is
impossible to answer it. It is just that there are acts which are basically deeply immoral, even
though outwardly they may look entirely decent and even pious. For example, sitting down in a
church and patiently telling a thirteen-year old why God allows starving children in Biafra to
suffer is much the same as explaining to a child why completely normal people walk past a
person who is lying on the pavement in broad daylight face down
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The pastor acted wisely in refusing to argue with the young Steve Jobs. Because in that situation
any answer he gave would have sounded like a cynical attempt to justify an injustice, to explain
that it is not all so unfair after all, that it has, as it were, a certain truth. We must not allow our
reasoning and all the more that of others to be twisted in that way. The famous Russian
philosopher and psychologist Semyon Frank wrote: ‘To explain evil would mean to give it a
foundation and so justify it. But this contradicts the very essence of evil, as something that is
unjustifiable, which should not exist. The only justifiable attitude to evil is to reject it, to remove
it, and not in any way to explain it and so make it lawful and justify it.’

Essentially, Frank is here describing the normal attitude for any Christian: you have seen evil —
try and resist it; you are unable to do so — then shed tears and pray for those who suffer from it,
for your own weakness, for the sorrow it has caused others and yourself, however far away it has
happened from you. This is because everyone on Earth descends from Adam and Eve and this
means that nobody’s misfortune is strange to us. And when somewhere, in some corner of the
planet, children are starving and dying, you always know or at least feel that it is your little
brothers and sisters who are starving, that this is a misfortune in your family and so your
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misfortune as well.

When we get upset about injustice, we behave completely normally, in total harmony with
healthy emotions. Only he who long ago became indifferent to injustice and evil inside himself is
capable of justifying indifference to the abominations that take place around us and calling them
‘Christian humility’ and giving them some theological system. For example, the righteous Job
had no inhibitions in expressing his feelings in response to acts of God which were in his view
unjust. God has overthrown me and has compassed me with His net. Behold, I cry out of wrong,
but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgement.

In this sense, despite his youth, Steve Jobs was a lot more honest and subtle than many of his
contemporaries, for whom such questions simply had no interest. However, there was one basic
difference between his attitude and that of the righteous Job. The righteous man of the Bible,
who had literally lost everything that he had had - his children, his wealth and even his health —
cries out, expresses his indignation, demands explanations from God for what has happened. But
his indignation is addressed precisely to God, the only source of any possible answer. It never
occurred to Job to say: ‘I don’t want to believe in such a God’. Because there cannot be any other
God and this means that we have to find out what our relationship is to Him Who is. This is
simple and clear logic: if you have a grudge against God, then tell Him, and not your next door
neighbours. If we have a serious question, then we need to address it to the right person.
Otherwise, instead of an answer we risk getting the usual selection of well-meaning nonsense,
which explains everything, but feeds neither the mind nor the heart.

Just like the Old Testament prophets, Christian ascetics are not afraid of asking God
‘inconvenient’ questions. For instance, St Antony the Great, the founder of monasticism, asked
God more or less the same questions that bothered Steve Jobs:

‘O Lord! Why do some people reach old age and the illnesses of old age, but others die as
children and live badly? Why are some poor and others rich? Why do tyrants and evildoers
prosper and have every earthly thing they want, yet the righteous are oppressed by misfortunes
and poverty?’

Such questions could not be the product of an indifferent heart and an apathetic soul that could
satisfy itself with the facile arguments of deathly logic - they would hardly be bothered by them.
But Antony the Great did not start discussing the problem that tormented him with other monks.
Like the righteous Job his hope was to find the answer not in theological discussions, but in
prayer.

And God answered him. True, the answer was unexpected and not at all similar to what people
usually expect in such situations. ‘Antony! Listen to yourself and do not examine the judgements



of God, because that is harmful to your soul!’” Furthermore, Job also heard something else,
similar to this: ...Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me if you
know...Will you annul my judgement, condemn me that you might be righteous? Have you
strength like God? Or can you thunder with a voice like Him? Can you deck yourself with
majesty and excellency, and array yourself with glory and beauty; cast abroad the rage of your
wrath and behold everyone that is proud, and abase him; look on everyone that is proud, and
bring him low, and tread down the wicked in their place; hide them in the dust together and bind
their faces in secret? Then will I also confess to you that your own right hand can save you'.

Both the first and the second answers basically boil down to the saying familiar to everyone from
childhood, that, ‘it’s none of your business’. But there is something strange here — why were
both questioners completely satisfied with such unusual answers?

The reason for this is probably as follows: The question of innocently suffering children or adults
torments us, but not because our reason is logically unable to accept the existence of such
suffering along with the existence of an All-Powerful and All-Knowing God of Love. That
would only be half the problem — there is not much we cannot logically understand. What really
tortures us is something else. Behind the well-quoted words of Ivan Karamazov about not
believing because of a child’s tear or the cover of Life in the hands of Steve Jobs, there is a far
more tragic question: Surely there cannot be a God in this insane world? Surely all this innocent
suffering is completely pointless and is just proof positive that our world is orphaned?

Stories like this — of prophets, saints, Ivan Karamazov and Steve Jobs — all come down to one
general cry: ‘Lord, are you really there, when it’s all such a nightmare around us? In the end,
they were all asking this question and only this question. Everything else is just the background
which gives rise to this cry to God among different people throughout history.

So what should we have answered Steve Job’s ‘cursed questions?’

Nothing at all. Because only God really has any right to answer such questions. God answered
Antony the Great and the righteous Job and they found peace. ...I have heard of you by the
hearing of the ear: but now my eye sees you (Job 42, 5). Steve Jobs also heard about God, but he
did not get an answer and left disillusioned. This was because he was not asking the One Who
alone can give an answer about the reasons for evil in the world. He did not put a pastor in an
awkward position with his questions, but himself, and that for many, many years.

No pastor, priest or theologian is able to explain why children suffer and die in agony in this
world. Any explanation will always be a substitute for the main answer itself, the one where God
reveals Himself to man. All we have to do is to ask Him, to turn to Him, even if you think that ‘it
isn’t worth believing in such a God’. Tell Him this as well, get upset, be angry, like the righteous



Job, but ask, ask God what you cannot live in peace about. Because quite simply any other way
of getting an answer to ‘the cursed questions’ does not exist.

Vlad Golovin. Aleksandr Tkachenko
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