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Pacnucanue Oorociayxenuii / Services in January

Saturday 4 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6aenue

Sunday S January: Sunday of the Holy Fathers / Ces. OTnioB
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHas TUTYprust

Monday 6 January
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ / Bcenomnoe 6aeHue nmpa3aHuka
PoxnecrBa ['ocnona namero Mucyca Xpucra

Tuesday 7 January: Orthodox Christmas / PoxnecTBo XpucroBo
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacel u boxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 11 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6nenue

Sunday 12 January
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacel u boskecTBeHHas IuTyprus

Saturday 18 January
5.30 pm: Vigil for Theophany, the Baptism of our Lord / Bcenoutnoe 6aenue mpa3zqauka

borosinenus - Kpemenus ['ocnogus
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Sunday 19 January: Theophany / borosiBienue - Kpemenne I'ocnoane
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy/ Yacel u boxxecTBeHHass IUTyprust
11.45 am: The Great Blessing of the Waters / Benukoe Bonoocssitue

Saturday 25 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6nenue

Sunday 26 January
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprusl.

Tponapsp PoxxnecrBa Xpucrona Iac 4

PoxnecrBo Tsoe, Xpucre boxe Ham, B0O3CMS MHPOBH CBeT
pasyma, B HeM 00 3Be3daM CJIY:KAallUU 3Be31010 ydaxycsa Teoe
kJaansaTucs, Coanny npasabl, 1 Te0e BegeTn ¢ BHICOTHI BOCTOKA.
T'ocmogn, ciaBa Teoe!

Christmas Troparion Tone 4

Thy nativity, O Christ our God, has shone forth to the world the
light of reason, for in it those who worshipped the stars were
taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to
know Thee the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee!

Tponaps Kpemenus I'ocnogus 'nac 1

Bo Hopnane kpemarwmycsa Tebe, I'ocnmonun, Tpouveckoe siBucs
nokJoHenue: PoaureneB 00 miac cBugerenancrsoBaine Teoe,
Bo3awOaeHHaro Tsa CpiHa umenys: m Jlyx B Buae rojayouHe
U3BECTBOBAIIIE CJI0BeCe yTBep:xk/leHue: siBjaencsa, Xpucre boxe, u
MUP npocseniei, ciaasa Teoe.

Theophany Troparion Tone 1

When Thou, O Lord wast baptised in the Jordan, the worship of
the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the Father bore witness
unto Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son: and the Spirit, in the
form of a dove, confirmed the truth of this word. Thou hast
revealed Thyself, O Christ God, and enlightened the world, glory
to Thee!




Church News

Archbishop Mark to Visit — 16 February 2014
Archbishop Mark is to visit us on Sunday 16 February 2014.
Please make a note of this new date in your diary. This will be an
occasion not to be missed, with many good things to happen.

Vera Kurganskaya
Vera is feeling much better. The bone marrow transplant last August was successful. Thank you all

for your prayers.

Pilgrims

On 26 November a group of seven pilgrims came to us from Russia, a visit we had arranged
beforehand. They stayed for three hours and the atmosphere was very pleasant. This pilgrimage
followed an earlier one last year and St John's is now listed on the official Russian Orthodox
pilgrimage website: http://missia-palomnika.com/britain/417-80001123454.html

New Stands and Icons
On 26 November we received the two new stands for the new large icons of St Sergius of Radonezh
(a gift from Sergei Dorofeev — thank you) and of the Royal Martyrs.

Planning Permission for the New Hall
On 29 November we at last received planning permission for the Church hall extension, which will

double the size of the old hall, so that 150 parishioners can sit down and eat and during the week the
hall can be used by a local playschool, which will give us more regular revenue. This was the
second application, as the first application was rejected in August. Now all we have to do is raise
£100,000 to pay for the extension! Please pray that St John will work another miracle for us.

Visit

On 1 December we had the pleasure of seeing Fr Gregory Mereacre from Moldova and also Fr
Evgeny Selensky, which meant that we had three priests in the church, a rare event for us. Fr
Gregory returned on 15 December.

TV at Church on 3 December

On Tuesday 3 December and Wednesday 4 December the film-maker and historian of the Russian
Orthodox emigration Maria Reshetnikova came to our church in Colchester from New York to film.
She was particularly interested in stories about St John of Shanghai. Please see her excellent site
and interesting and highly recommended film about St John: www.youtube.com/user/rootsfilmtv
Her site is: www.rootsfilmtv.com.

'Hurricane'

The storm of 28 October did £1,100 damage to the Church roof. Although the insurance company
was very slow, they finally agreed to pay for everything except for the excess of £100. The roof was
repaired on 11 December.

New Church Car Park
We are still waiting for the new church car park in Lisle Road, opposite the Church, to be handed
over to us, as was promised most recently on 6 December!
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Hacrosiiumii pycckuid narpuor: B.®D. ¢on nep Jlaynuu

Anexcannpa Hukudopona

21 dexabps 1906 200a nocne okonuanus bosxcecmeennou aumypauu Ha nopoze Xxpama KiuHuky Hucmumyma
9IKCNEePUMEHMANbHOU MeOuyunsl 6vi1 youm epadonauanvuux Cankm-Ilemepoypea Braoumup @edoposuy
Gon oep Jlaynuy. Ezco oyxoenux npomouepeu Koncmanwmun boeosgnenckuii 3anucan mozoa. «Younu
UOeANbHO YeCMHO20 Helo8eKd, 000p020, NPUMEPHO20 CEMbAHUNHA, 8EPHO20 U NPAMO20 CIyey Yaps, peoKozo,
eopauez0 nampuoma. Younu umeHno 3a dmu, O00pocue 6cem PYCCKUM YUCMO XaApaKmepHvle pYCCKue
Kauecmea u Yepmoiy.

Ry,
T R

Bnagumup ®enoposuu don aep JlayHuir

O B.®. ¢hon oep Jlaynuue paccrazvigaem ucmopux Bnaoumup Coxonoe-/Iepmonmos, npenooasameins
Xyooxcecmeennozo yuunumia 6 Cmasponone:

— MHorue coBpeMeHHBIE HCCIIEA0BATENHN MMUITYT O TOM, 4TO Tpareaus Poccuu Hadanma XX Beka 3aKIII04anach
B TOM, YTO MEXIY TOCylapeM M HapoIOM OKa3ajach MPOCIOWKA JIOAEH, Yy KIbIX M TOCyAaplo, U Hapoxy, U
Poccuu. U BOT Ha 3THX JIOISX JIKUT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TO, YTO mpou3ouuio. OHU NpHCATaan rocyaapio
Ha BEPHOCTb, OH Jajl MM BCE: 3BaHMA, YMHBI, Harpagbl — TOJIBKO CIykKUTe Poccun. A OHHU OKa3aluch
npepatensiMu Poccun. McTopus He TEpHUT COCIAraTeIbHOTO HAKIOHEHHUS, HO AyMaeTcsl, 4TO eciu Obl
Brnagumup @enopoBuu 061 B 1917 romy psaoMm c rocyaapeM, TO B LAPCKOM JHEBHHKE HUKOIZA HE
TTOSIBUITHICH OBI TOpBKHE clToBa: «Bciomy m3MeHa, TpycocTh U 0OMaH.

3a gecsaTh JeT g0 3Toro, 22 mas 1906 roma, Bmagumup @emopoBuu 3anuimieT: «TspKenoe JIUXOJIEThE
MIPUXOMUTCS HaMm TepexuBarb. OO0e3yMeBIIHe, ONbIHEHHBIC YCIIEXOM Bpard HaIled HacTpamaBIISHCs
Poaunbl ycuiieHHO TpOJOMKAIOT CBOIO JIbSIBOJILCKYIO TporaraHay. Bc€ mM Mo3BoJieHO, BCE UM Ha PYKY:
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TIOJIOTH, JIOXKb, KJIEBeTa, YOUHCTBA, TEPPOP, MOAKYI — 3TO UX JO3yHTH. [10/1 pyKoTsieCKaHusI C TOIKY COMTON
TOJMBI XyJIWI'AaHOB, NPUHMMAEMOH 3a PYyCCKUH Hapoll, NMPOBO3MIALIAIOTCS BO3MYTUTEIbHBIE BO33BaHMSL.
Heycranno moBropsito: Benuk bor 3emnu Pycckoid, — 1 ¢ TiTyOOKOIO BEPOIO M HAJEKIO0 B3Upato Ha OyayIiee
Poccuu. C namu bor!»

Bnagumup ®enoposud don .zL.er. ﬂayﬁnu

®on aep Jlaynun HemHoro npoxui: 50 et — It J000r0 roCyAapCTBEHHOTO YeJIOBeKa BO3pacT paciiBeTa.
OH mpoucxXoaui M3 APEBHEro mpudanTuiickoro poxa. Ero mpenku BrepBbie MOSBWIKCH B Poccuu, xorga
JkeHoH Benmkoro MOCKOBCKOTO KHs3sI cTaja HacjeIHHUIa BU3AaHTHIICKOTO mpecrona mpuHiecca Codust
ITaneosior, 1 oouH M3 €ro HMpeakoB compoBokian ee. B smoxy Moanna I'po3Horo u nosanee JlayHHIbI
YIOMHMHAIOTCSI B YHCIE CIYXWIOro aBopsHcTBa. Oterny Bmamumupa ®egopoBuua, KaJpOBBIM BOCHHBIM,
TeHepall, y4yacTBOBaJ BO BcCeX BoMHaX, kotopble Poccusi Bema B cepenune XIX Beka: 310 u Iloibckas
KoMITanusi, u Pyccko-typenkue BoiHBL. ChIHA ¢ JIETCTBA OH TOTOBHJI K BOWHCKOH Ciyx0e. Biamumup
®denoporuu okoHumi [laxkeckuit kopryc B IlerepOypre, yuactBoBasl B Pyccko-Typerikoil BoiiHe, a mociie
BO3BpAIllEHUS XU KaK TOMEIIUK, 3aHUMAsiCh 3eMJIei, ObLI MpPEIBOAMTEIEM IBOPSHCTBA B XapbKOBCKOW
o0nacTty, rie HaxoOWJI0Ch HMEHHE ero cynpyru, Mapuu AnekcannposHsl. B konne XIX Beka ero mpusBanu
Ha rOCYJapCTBEHHYIO CITYXOY.

Poccust BCcTymanma B HOBBIM TEpHOA CBOEr0 OBITHS, W TOTPEOHOCTh B IIONAX, CIIOCOOHBIX K
TOCYIapCTBCHHOMY CITy)KCHHIO, Obuta Benuka. llepBoHawanbHO (oH Aep JlayHulla Ha3HAUWIM BUIlC-
ry0epHaTopoM ApXaHTeIbCKOM TyOepHHUU. A CITyCTS TOA M CEMb MECSIEB TMEPEeBeNH M0 yKa3y uMIeparopa
Huxomas Il ma moct rybepHaropa TamOoBckoi ryOepHum. TaM OH 3aHMMAJICS CTPOMTEIIHECTBOM XPaMOB,
OTKpbIBaI MIKOJBL. OH, YeNOBEK, KOTOPHIM IO TIOJOKEHUIO OBbUT JaJIeK OT HapoJa, MO-HACTOAIIEMY ObLI
ONMU30K K HEMY — HE KaK COBPEMEHHBIC IMOJIMTHUKH, KOTOPBIE MPHEIKAIOT 0003HAYUTHCS B TOJIIE JIFOACH, a
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HE3aMCTHO Y4YaCTBOBAJ B KM3HU — OKa3bIBaJl MaTCpPUAJIbHYIO MOMOIlb, JYXOBHYIO MNOAACPIKKY, XOAUI IIO
HOYJIC)KHBIM IOMaM, MHOTHUX yCTpauBall Ha pa60Ty. Korzxa €ro YGI/IJ'II/I, TaMOOBCKHE HOWIECKHUKU npuciain
€MY B 3HaK 6J'IaFO,I[apHOCTI/I BCHOK.

Camoe mnaBHOe nesiHue Bnaammupa @PenopoBuua Ha mocTy rydoepHaropa TamOoBa — 3TO OpraHu3aLMs
npocnasnenus npenonodHoro Cepaduma CapoBckoro. CapoBckue TOpKECTBa OBUIM  CBOEOOpPA3HBIM
nepesoMHBIM coObITHEM B HcTopuu Poccun. Ilocne Hux Hadascs HoBbIM nepuof. [lo Poccuu mpokartunachk
nepBasi pycckas pesoironus. KoHewHo, BOMHEHHsI ObUIM M paHblle, W OYEHb HHTEpecHO Bnamumwup
®denopoBuY pearupoBall Ha HUX. B HeM yauBHTENbHBIM 00pa3oM COYETAINCh MHIIOCEpAUE U 3a00Ta o
JIOISX, @ C APYrOM CTOPOHBI, €CJIM pedb [UIa O IOHATUSAX TOCYAapCTBEHHOIO Macirtaba, OH MOT ObITh
TBEPBIM, JEHCTBOBaN OeckoMIpoMuccHo. Kak denoBek, 00neueHHbIH BIacThio, OH NOHUMAJ, Kakas Ha HeM
JIEKUT OTBETCTBEHHOCTD.

I'ybepuaropom coceaneii ¢ TamboBom CaparoBckoil rybepraun 0bu1 etp ApkajbeBry CTOIBIIUH, JIMOEpa-
JIEMOKpAT 10 CBOMM B3MIsifaM. Braamgumup De0poBHY CTOSUT HA MOYBEHHUUECKUX TTO3UIHUAX, YKOPEHEHHBIX
B uctopuu Poccun. M mosTOMY COOBITHS, CBSI3aHHBIC C KPECThSIHCKMMHU BOJHEHHSMH, Pa3BUBAINCH B ITHX
ry0epHusix mo-pasHoMy. Bmagumup @DemopoBwd cuuTal, 4TO KPECThsIHE CaMH IO ce0e He SBIIOTCA
BUHOBHUKaMU (BHHOBAaThl T€, KTO HMX TO/A33J0PMBACT), & 3HAUUT, OHH B JIMIIC BIACTH JOJDKHBI YBUACTH
OTMPEICICHHOCTh M TBEPAOCTh AedcTBHi. Tam, rae, kak B CapaTOBCKOW T'yOSpHUH, aIMHHHUCTPATHBHBIC
OpraHbl BCTyIIAJIM B IIEPETOBOPLI C IMMOMKHUIATCIIAMMU, BC€ KOHYAJIOCh 6OJII)HII/IMI/I GeCHOpHI[KaMI/I n aaxe
KpoBbi0. Tam ke, e BIacTh JACHCTBOBAA PEIIUTENBHO U JIMIIANA 3arOBOPIIMKOB TOTO CTaTyca, KOTOPbIi
OHHU XOTedqHu cebe mpumarh, skepTB ObUIO MeHbie. Hampumep, Torma mo TamMOOBCKOW T'yOepHHH €3IUIIH
aruTaToPhl, TOIOUBAIIH KPECThH TODKUTATh yCaab0bl, BOPOBATh y COCEAHUX cell XJeO. MHOTrHe KpecThsHe
HE XOTEJIH 3TOTO JIeIaTh, HO ToymNa yBiekana. M Bor Bragumup ®enopoBud OTIPAaBUIICS B OHO U3 Cell,

Nwmneparop Huxonaii Il ¢ unenamu ABrycreitmeit ¢pamunun vHecyt Moy npn. Cepaduma
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OXBa4YeHHBIX OecriopaakamMu (€CTh IOAPOOHOE OMUCAaHWE B KHHUTE CBALICHHHUKA 3TOTO cena). [lepBoe, 4To oH
crienal, TIOMes B XpaM W MOJIHJICS 3a OOrociry)KeHHeM. 3aTeM Bce coOpalich Ha IUIOMIaan, W ryOepHaTop
OeceroBa ¢ My)XHKaMH, ITOCIIE Yer0 OHM BCTAJIM Iepel HUM Ha KojeHu: «IIpoctu, Gec Hac momyTai, Mbl Bcé
BepHeM». KpecTbsHe Bc€ BepHYIH, a TyOepHATOP X, PACKAasIBIIUXCS, 3AIUTHI U HE CTall HAKA3bIBATh.

Bo Bpemsi CapoBckux TopkecTB, Korma y Brmammmupa demopoBmya Oblla BO3MOXXHOCTH OOIIATHCS C
rocygapem, CHiibHee BCero 0OHapyKMiIach OOIIHOCTh X MHUPOBO33peHHs. Poccus moimkHa Oblia BEIOUPATH
cBoe Oynymiee. [letp ApkanbeBud CTONBIMUH Aymal BecTH Poccuio mo 3amagHUYecKoMy MyTH: paboTa ¢
JyMOl, KOHCTUTYLHOHHAs MOHapXus. JTO OTPULIAJIO Ba)KHbIM MPUHIMI TOCYJApCTBEHHOIO YCTPOWCTBA:
BeZlb MOHapX — HE TOT, KOTO BBIOMpAET HapoJ, MOHApPX — OTeIl Hapoaa. BiacTe, KoTopast BRIOMpaeTCsl CHU3Y,
HE MOXET OBITh CaKpajbHOW, OHA JIMINEHA JyXOBHOTO CMbICHA. VIMEHHO Lapckas BIacTh, HUYEM HE
OTpaHUYCHHAs], KaK BIACTh OTLA HAJ JEThMH, — 3TO U €CTh B IOHUMAaHUU TPAJUIIMOHHON PYCCKOM KyIbTypHI
BJIACTh, KOTOpas BeleT Jrofeil kK bory. OrpaHn4mBaTh 3Ty BIACTh BCE paBHO YTO OTPaHUYMBATH BIACTh OTIA
HaJ CbIHOM. B 3TOM cMbICiie IOUBeHHUYECKast o3ullust GoH aep Jlaynuiia Obuta OM3Ka UMIIEPaTopy.

— B 4em 3aki0uaioch mouYBeHHU4ecTBO (hoH aep Jlaynuna?

— Bmagumup ®enopoBud ¢ neTcTBa OblT YKOPEHEH B TIIyOMHAX HapoAHOH >ku3HH. C MaJbIX JeT OH BBIPOC
CPEAN KPECThIHCKUX MAJIBYMIIEK (€r0 POAUTENN BUAEIH B 3TOH APY>KO€ BaXKHBIH BOCIIUTATEIbHBIH MOMEHT)
U 4epe3 BCI JKU3Hb IPOHEC YOEXIEHHE, YTO DPYCCKUH KPECTbSHUH — OINOpa IIPECToNa, CTEPKEHb
rocyaapcTBa. OH HCHBITBIBAJ OIPOMHYIO JMUYHYIO TATY K Hapoay. Jlo cHX MOp y MOTOMKOB KPECTBSIH €ro
MIOMECThS XPAHHUTCS MaMSITh O €r0 ONarofesiHUAX: 3TOH ceMbe OH MOJApUI KOPOBY (KOrzma MX cOOCTBEHHAs
KOpOBa Iajia); ¢ TeMH, KTO Y HEro paboTal, BCerma Haxoawi Bpems, Oyaydn ryOepHaTopoM, pa3icivTh
Tpanesy. S mymaro, B TOM CMBICIIE JIHMYHOCTh Bragmvmupa demnopoBrua moyuntensbHa. Cerogasi Mbl BUIAM
PYKOBOAMTEIIEH, KOTOPBIE MBITAIOTCS O0IIATHCS C MPOCTHIM HAPOIOM, HO 3TO BBIXOJUT OYEHb HEECTECTBEHHO.
A TaM He ObUIO HUKAaKoOM «urpel B m00poro OapuHay, MPOCTO COBEPLICHHO HCKPEHHEE CTPEMJICHHE K
YeJIOBEKy, MPH 3TOM KaXIblli ocTaBajicsi camMuM co0oil.B nHauanme XX Beka paboTan KpymHBIH pyccKuit
sxoHoMHCT Cepreit @enoposnu [lapanoB — nuyHOCTH ceifuac HarmonoBHHY 3a0biTast. LllapanoB mpemioxuI
ANBTEPHATUBHYIO CTOJIBIIIMHCKOW KOHLEHIMIO 3KOHOMHYecKoro pasButust Poccuu. CTonblnMH CTOSIT 3a
JMKBUIALMIO OOIIMHBI, OTOMY YTO OHA, JIE€CKaTh, ce0s MIKWIA, U B ATOM BHIEJ CIIOCOO OCTAaHOBUThH
PEBOJIOIMOHHBIN 1Tokap. Ho 4To 310 3Haumino? JTo 3HAYMIIO, YTO TE CBS3H, KOTOPhIC ()OPMHUPOBAIUCH HA
NPOTSHKEHUH ThICAYH JieT Ha Pycu, pymmmce. Kak xwuna pycckas cenbckast oomuna? Kak ceMpsi: y Koro-to
cropen oM — coOpainuchk, nocrpomwnu oM. A CronsinuH ropopui: «Her, ceifuac Tak yke€ XHUTb HEJb3sl.
HY)KHO, 4TOOBI YEJIOBEK IMOYYyBCTBOBAJI ceost CANHOJIMYHBIM XO3ANHOM» (HO IIpyU 3TOM HHUKTO HE 3HaJl, KaK
Oyznet nanbiue BecTH cedst Poccus npu nocneactBusix 31oil pedopmsl). A don aep Jlaynun npuaepxusancs
B3s110B [llaparnoBa, KOTOpBIN TOBOPHUIL, YTO HYKHO BO3POAMTH OOIIMHY Ha HOBOM ypoBHE. Ee cepaueBuHOR
JIOJDKEH CTaTh LEPKOBHBIN MPUXOJ, B paMKaxX KOTOPOTO COOEpYTCS M «KHA3BS», U «KPECThIHE», U KaKIbIH
CBOUM CIIYKCHUEM CTAHCT Y4aCTBOBATh B rOCYyJapCTBCHHOM CTPOUTCIILCTBE. K COXXaJICHUIO, CTOJIBIITMHCKAs
peopMa He yuyuTHIBajJa ITYXOBHYIO COCTAaBIISIIOLIYIO, & PYCCKHMHM Hapoi HMKOTa HE CMOXeT Oe3 Hee
000HTHCE.

B nawane XX Beka pabotan KpymHblii pycckuii sxoHomucT Cepreit @emopoBuu lllapamnoB — Jn4HOCTB
ceifuac HamojoBUHY 3a0biTas. lllapanoB mNpemIoXWI aNbTEPHATHBHYIO CTOJBIIMHCKONH KOHLETILIUIO
3KOHOMMYECKOro pa3Butusi Poccnu. CTONBINMKH CTOSUT 32 JIMKBUAAIUIO OOIIKMHBL, TOTOMY YTO OHA, JI€CKaTh,
ce0sl UIKUIIA, U B OTOM BHJEH CIIOCOO OCTaHOBUTH PEBONIIOUMOHHBIN moxap. Ho 4ro 310 3Haummo? Ito
3HAYMIJIO, YTO T€ CBSA3H, KOTOpbIe ()OPMUPOBAIUCH HAa MPOTSDKEHWH ThICAYM JIeT Ha Pycu, pymmucs. Kak
JKUITa pycckasi cenbckasg oOmuHa? Kak ceMbsi: y KOTO-TO CTOpeNl JOM — COOpajich, MOCTPOMIN IOM. A
Cronbimun roBopui: «Het, ceiiyac Tak yxe »uTh Henb3s. HykHO, 4TOOBI YelIOBEK MOYYBCTBOBAN ceds
€IMHONMUYHBIM XO3SIMHOM» (HO TpH 3TOM HHUKTO HE 3Haj, Kak OymeT naneiie BecTu cedst Poccust mpu
MOCJENCTBUAX dToW pedopMmbl). A ¢ou nep Jlayaurn mpumepxkuBancs B3mwigo lllapamoBa, KoTOpBIi
TOBOPWJI, YTO HY>KHO BO3POAWTH OOIIMHY Ha HOBOM YypoBHE. Ee cepimeBmHOI MOMKEH CTaTh LEPKOBHBIN
NPUXOJ, B PaMKaX KOTOPOTO COOEPYTCSI U «KHA3bS», U «KPECTbSHE», U KaXKIbIi CBOUM CIY>KEHHEM CTaHET
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yYacTBOBaTh B TOCYIAPCTBEHHOM CTpOUTENbcTBE. K cOXaleHWIO, CTONBIMMHCKAs pedopMma HE yduThIBasa
JIYXOBHYIO COCTABIIIIOILYIO, @ PYCCKHI HApOA HUKOIIA HE CMOXeET 0e3 Hee 00OHUTHCH.

U BorT, xorza B cBoeil rybepanu ¢oH aep Jlaynun caenan yxe B, 4TO MOT, TOCYAaph MPEIIOKHII €My MECTO
netepOyprckoro rpagoHavyajbHUKa. EcTecTBeHHO, mepBoe IBWkKeHHE y Brnagummupa ®emopoBuua ObLIO
OTKa3aThCsl: OH He ObUI KapbepHbIM denoBekoM. Ho rocynaps ckazan emy: «Boms Bara, HO 3T0 MOsI IM9Has
npockba». [locae Takux CJIOB OTKa3bIBaThCs OBLIO HEBO3MOXKHO. U oH yexan B IlerepOypr, roe momai B
COBEPILICHHO BpaXKACOHYIO cpely YHMHOBHHUKOB. OTO OblIa «CIUIOUYEHHAs OpraHu3auus», KoTopas
NPUKpPBIBaJIA APYT ApYTa, IPH 3TOM UM ObUT aOCOJIOTHO HE BaXKEH PE3YNIbTaT UX AesaTensHocTH. Kpome Toro,
MoCJie PEeBOJIONMK OBUIM JAHBI BCSYECKUE CBOOOMBI: CIIOBA, BHIOOPOB, COBECTH, MEYaTH — IMOJHBIA pasryi
JEMOKPATHH, KOTOPBI MBI BUIIUM M CETONHS, — UTOPHBIE KIYOHI... I eMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CMOT YCIIETh, —
3TO HAaBECTH B CTOJIUIIC OTHOCHUTENILHBIN NOPsAIOK. B kakoM cmbiciie? YeToBeK COBEPILIMI MPECTYIJICHUE — 3a
3TO NPECTYIUICHWE OH JIOJDKEH ObLT AepkaTh oTBeT. PoH nep JlayHun 60posics, HACKOJIBKO MOT (Y4HUThIBast
TO, YTO IO 3aKOHY OBIJIO HEIb3sl 3aKPBIBATh UTOPHBIE 3aBECHNS), 32 00IIECTBEHHYIO HPaBCTBEHHOCTh. Hy u,
€CTECTBEHHO, OH CTOJKHYJICSl CO CTPALIHBIMUA WHTPUTAaMH, 1 MHOTHE HCTOYHHKH KOCBEHHO, HO OTPENEIEHHO
CBUETEIBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO €ro yOWHCTBO He OBLIO 3aTOBOPOM PEBOJIONMOHHON MIAWKH: Y YOUHIIBI OBLIH
uHbIe TIOKpoBUTenH. CMOTpUTE: HONHUIEHCcKas oxpaHa OblIa CHATAa Kak pa3 Toraa, korga GoH aep JlayHur
npuexal W ee JOJDKHBI Obuld, HAaoOOpOT, YCWINTB, MONajl B PYyKH MPECTYNHUKOB HOMEPHOH
NPUIIACUTENbHBIN OniteT u T.4. HakanyHe rubenu oH Bell pa3roBOp ¢ HEKOTOPBIMH U3 CBOUX MTOJYHUHEHHBIX O
TOM, YTO IIPUTOTOBJIEHO BCE HEOOXOAMMOE AJIsI NPOBEAEHUS BAXKHBIX apecTOB, KOTOpbIE, KAK OH CUMTA,
JOJDKHBI OBUTH COTpsicTH BCkO Poccuto. OH BhIIIEN Ha TeX JItonel, KOTopbie ObUTH KIIOYEBBIME (QUTypaMH B
PaspyLIMTENbHOM IPOLECCe W ONHOW PYKOH NONAEP)KUBAIM OOJBIIEBUCTCKOE IBIKECHHE, OPYTrod —
AHAPXUCTOB, TPETheH — Apyrue NapTUH, (UHAHCHUPOBAIM BCEX IOHEMHOXKY, YTOObI PYCCKHH MOXap
pasroperncsi.
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Banentun Cepos. Iloptper mneparopa Huxonas I1. 1900 .

YOuiiCTBO MPOU30NLIO HA OCBSIIEHHU Xpama npu [lepBoM MEIUIIMHCKOM SKCIIEPHUMEHTATLHOM WHCTHTYTE
ITerepOypra (3TO KIMHUKA KOKHBIX OOJIE3HEH B YECTh MYUYEHHIIB AJIEKCAHIIPHI). Y TPOM Tepes TeM, Kak OH
JIOJDKEH OBLT eXaTh Ha OCBSIICHUE JICYCOHWIBI, B €ro KaOWHeTe pas3nmajics Tele(OHHBIH 3BOHOK, U
HEU3BECTHBIN TOJIOC TIPOU3HEC B TPYOKY: «BbI mpourpanmy». Korma mokyienne CBEpIImiocs U B €ro KaOUHET
npuObLIa Cy)eOHast KOMUCCHs, 4TOOBI OreyaraTh Oymaru, — ceiid ObLI B3jI0MaH, JOKYMEHThI HCUE3IIH.

O ceoem oOede u dncuzHu cemvu nocie e2o youiicmea pacckazvieaem Ceemnana Iepacumosna brza
(@panyus):

— Henymky yOunu, 0alymka ymepna B TioppMe. Hamy cembio BbicTaBuinM ¢ OapabaHHBIM OoeM U3
PorozsHku — uMeHus MaMbl (HE CBOM KpPECThsAHE, a NMpHLIEIINE U3 cocenHero cena). [loaromy s poaunack
yke B XappkoBe. B coBerckoe Bpemsi yOwim mamy, oduiepa pyccKOM apMmuH, 3a yOeKIeHHS W OTKa3
«coTpymHuyatey». Hac octamoch mstepo nereil. Mbl romoganu, W, 4ToObl MBI HE OyMald O €7€, Halua
crapias cectpa Enena, koropas Obuta yMHHUIa, 3acTaBisia HaC MeTh. MbI cCOOMpaTy MEP3yI0 KapTOIIKY B
NOJIIX W TaK HEMHOXKKO MpOTsHyIu. A Mama, «OJakUTHa KpOB», YPOXKAEHHas KHsbkHa TpyOeuxas,
Haxonuiaach B TiOpbMe. Korma ee Benw Ha paccTpen, psAIoM C HEW OKaszalics COBETCKHM BOCHHBIM. OH
BOCKJIMKHYJI: «bappIHs, 4TO BBI TYT fenaere?» A MaMma Ha TpakJaHKe OTKpBIIa JIa3apeT W LIKONY, TaK OH €€
y3Hal u cnac. Mama BepHynach 0e3 3y0oB, B 42 rofa, cefas U ¢ Hajakoi. DTo MepBoe, YTo 51 IOMHIO O MaMe.
en 1941 rox. Crapmux aeBouek Eneny u Haranbio cXxBaTHiIM HEMIIBI M COOMPANCH HAIPABUTH HA PaOOTHI
B 'epmanuro. Bunesmne 3to cocean pacckasanu Mame. M Mama, BiiajieBias BCeMH €BpONEHCKUMU S3bIKaMH,
nouuia K HUM: «3abupaiite 1 MEHs ¢ MOMMH J€TbMU». MBI oexanu Bce BMecTe. Toraa MHE HCIIOIHUIOCH 8
netr. EquHCTBEHHOE, YTO MaMma B3sja ¢ co0oif, »To Obuta kop3uHa ¢ (oTorpadusmMum u wkoHamu. Hac
smenoHamu nepeso3und B Ilombnry, us Ilonsmm — B I'epmanuro. M TyT Oka3ajoch, YTO OAMH PYCCKHH
oduuep, aMeprKaHCKUI TOAJaHHBIN, Hampasisercss Bo @pannuio. Mama B3siia ukony boxkuerr Marepu u
OnarocioBmiIa MEHS €10 CO CIOBaMHU: «XOTh OfHY cmacy». W ornpaBuiia MeHA ¢ HUM. Tak s mpuexana BO
®panruio 11 HostOps 1945 roma B 11 yacoB Beuepa. S HUYero He 3Hasa, KpoMe TeledoHa TETH, KOTOpas
smurpuposana ¢ benoi apmueit B 1922 roay. Tetss MeHd o4eHb xopomo mpuHAna. OHM XWIN Ha MIUPOKYIO
Hory, B 17-m okpyre Ilapwka, mmena Ha MaMUHY IIKaTyJKy C JIparoleHHOCTSAMH ABa MarasuHa. Bo
@paHnuio Ha TOT MOMEHT IepeOpanoch OOJBIIMHCTBO HAIIMX pPOACTBEeHHHKOB: Ocoprussl, TpyOenxue,
Camapunbl. 1 MeHS BO3WIM HA MOKa3 KaK «I09b MuUMH» — MaMy 3Balid OMuius. Yepes IeCTh MeCSIEB
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TaKUM e CIocoOoM ¢ (paHIy3cKol «Assistance sociale» Mama mpucnana AJeKcaHapy, OJarocjioBUB ee
nkoHo# Cracutens. A mocie cMoria nepedparbes U cama ¢ jpodepbio Haranbeit. Eneny mbl motepsimu. Bo
®paHiuy HaM OBUIO TPYIHO, MBI KUK Y TETH, 1MOcie B 13-M okpyre B KBapTHpe, Te ObI0 MUHYC 5; Mama
criajia Ha MOCTeJ M, MBI Ha TIOJTY.

Konngtii 3aBox B Kaprammune. menue don aep Jlaynuna. CoBpeMeHHBIH BUI

— Mama ceToBaj1a Ha TAKyI0 CTPAIIHYIO KU3Hb?

— Huxorna. Ilpeacrasisiere, uro ona nepexxuia!l OHa HUKOIJa HaM He ropopuia npotuB Coeros. Y Hac HET
HHUKakoi HeHaBucTH. Hao0opoT, y Hac ecTh M000Bb K Poccrn, HECMOTps Ha TOJI0A, Ha X0JI01, Ha BCE.

— Kak mama CMOTpeEJ/JIa HA HCTOPUYCCKHUE IICPUIICTUHA B Poccun?

— Bpl 3HaeTe, MamMa HHMKOTJIA O TIOJIMTUKE C HAMHU HE roBopuia. Mama Ham pacckasbiBasia EBanrenue. Korna
MOM CECTPHI BBIIIUIA 3aMYK, MBI emie 13 et xwim ¢ MaMoi. DT1o ObuTa MOt MamMa, MOH JpyT, Moe Bc€. OHa
ckoHyanach 2 Mas 1966 roma, B lllamOepu, tie s npenonaBana. OTTyaa Mbl ¢ asjei nepesesnu ee B CeH-
JKeneBbeB-t0-bya, u Tam B wacoBeHke Bianbika Medonuit (Kyneman) ee orreBan. OHa Oblila O4€Hb CHITbHAS
1 Bepyrormias. BooOre Bce JlayHUITBI 04eHs OCHOBATENbHBIC M BOJIeBBIE. U mmaBHOE /it HUX — Bepa. [lepBoe
— 3TO MOJIMTBA M KpPECT, BCE Ha4YMHAIOCh Bcerma ¢ Hux. 51 Obuta B kaOunere nena B IlerepOypre,
npencrasisere? Mbl HcKamu JKCIEPUMEHTAIBHBI HMHCTHUTYT, €r0 XpaM W TOTEPsIIH, OBLIO, BCAKYIO
Hagexay. W BApyr s BHXKY KyIoJI, TIONHSJIach HaBepxX. Beixogurt denmoBek B OemoM xajare: «YTo BEI TYyT
nenaete?» S roBopro: «S umry mepkoBe». — «Bbl He uMmeeTe mpaBay. S roBopro: «S mMero mpaBo. 31ech
younu moero jaefa». OH CMHJIOCTUBUIICS M BIYCTHI MeHS: «/[la, 3To Tyt». S nuuHO mopaBana Oymaru o
KaHOHM3allMKM, HO MHE CKazalmu: «AX, OH ObLI BOCHHBII». Jla Majao MM BOEHHBIX CBATHIX Obuto! Ero Ha
cryx6e yomnu. W CronpimuH mOKeH OBLT MPHUCYTCTBOBAaTh HA OCBSIICHWM KIMHUKH. Mx o0omx
npexynpenuin: Oyaer nokymeHue. CTONBINMH HE MpHUeXall, a JIeAyIlKa He MOT HE IpUeXaTh, OH K& ObLI
ryoepaatopoM! Mmagmmii ceitH ®enop, emy Obuio 7 net, mpocuin ero: «BozpmMu MeHs ¢ coboit». Jen
oTBeTHII: «He Mory, ThI MaJeHBKHIA, HO S BceTa Oymy Ha TeOsI CMOTPETHY.
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[lamsTHUK Ha MeCTe YHUUTOKEHHOH OonblieBMkaMu Moruiisl Biagumupa @énoposuua ¢on nep Jlaynnua,
Kaprammno

Baaoumup Cokonos-Jlepuonmos:

— B 1906 roxy B.®. don nep Jlaynnnr 0p1 yout, u orert Koncrantun borosBieHckuii, kKak OBl TOIBOS UTOT
€ro XU3HH, ckazan: «CusHue MydeHn4eckoro BeHIa Bmaanvupa ®@emoposruua ¢on nep Jlaynuma u apyrux
CTpajajbleB 3a Bepy, Hapst 1 OTedecTBO AaleKO BIIyOb NAIbHEHIINX BEKOB PyCCKON MCTOPUHU OyAeT CHUSITH
HeOSCHBIMH JIy4aMH Cpely HEMpOIISAHOTO Mpaka JDKH, 0OMaHa, MPeJaTeIbCTBa U U3MEHBI MPU CITyKCHUHU
Pomune. CoBpeMeHHHUKH HE MOTYT BO BCEW ITONIHOTE OIEHUTH BCETO BENYHA MX MyYEHHYECKUX CTpalaHui,
WX MOJIBUra, HEJIOCTAaTOYHO €lle MOWMYT BCE€ KOHEUHbIEe IUIOABl UX TpynoB. Ho uctopust Bc€ moimer u
oueHHT. Mcropus Bo3BeAeT MX Ha MbeAecTan crnacutenerd OTeuecTsa, IEHOH KPOBU 3alleuamIeBLIMX CBOU
NaTPHOTHU3M.

CoBepILIeHHO TOpa3uTeNsHO TO, YTO GoH aep JlayHuI He molen B cBoei )KU3HU HHU Ha OAWH KOMITpomucc. B
Poccumn ObuUT0 MHOTO BETMKMX TOCYNApCTBEHHBIX AesaTeneil. Ho ero IM4YHOCTD mpHBIEKaeT UMEHHO CBOEH
YECTHOCTHIO, HEMOJAKYITHOCTHIO, OECKOMIIPOMHUCCHOCTRIO M BMECTE C TEM JETCKOM HE3aMyTHEHHOW BEpOM.
OnHaxpl ero BbI3BaJIHM B JlyMy, MpeqbsBUB OOBHHEHHE, YTO OH B TUMOTpaduu nerepOyprckoil razeTsl
«BenomocTt netepOyprcKoro rpajoHavaibCcTBa» HamedaTal NaTpHOTHYECKYI0 KHIXKEUKY, U OH JOJDKEH ObLT
Jate OOBSCHEHMS, Ha KAaKOM OCHOBAaHHM MCIIOJBb30BAT TOCYAApPCTBEHHYIO THIOTpaduio Ui YacTHOU
narpuoTnieckorl opranuzanyu — «Coro3 pycckoro Hapona». M oH nan. 3akoHYHB, OH TPSMO Ha TPHOYHE
nepexpectuwiics u nomen. Ero cnpocunu: «Ilouemy Bel kpectutech?» OH OTBETHII: «Sl Kpelrych, 4To, cliaBa
TeGe, T'ocrionu, B Hamieil jpepeBHe MY)XHKH HE 3HAIOT, YeM BBl TYT 3aHuMaerech!» [loHMMaere, BOT 3TH
YUCTOTA W HEMOCPENCTBEHHOCTh COYETAINCHh B HEM C MYIPOCTHIO, TIPEAYCMOTPUTEIHFHOCTHIO, TBEPAOCTHIO.
OH Ob11 YenoBek, OecKOHeUHO TpeboBaTeNnbHbIN K cede. Ho u oT Tex, KTo OblUT eMy MOJUMHEH, OH TpeboBai
ucnonHenus: gonra. OH He Tepmen pacxisOaHHOCTH M camoynpaBcTBa. Korma B TamOoBckoil rybGepHun
OOHApYXWJIM  TO/DKHUTATeIe-aruTaTopoB, OH  paclopsAmmics:  «JleficTBOBaTh  pemmTeNnbHO, HE
OCTaHABIMBATHCS Nepe MPIMEHEHHUEM OPYKHS BO H30exkaHne OONBIION KPOBI», — BEIb PeUb IIljIa O HapoJe.
To ectb ecnu oH uMen Aeso ¢ Bparamu OTevecTBa ¥ IOHUMAJ, YTO OHU BEAYT MOAPHIBHYIO AESITEIBHOCTD, OH
C HUMHU HE LIEPEMOHMIICA. A C Ipyroi CTOPOHBI, OH MHJIOCTHBO 3a00THJICA O COJIAAaTax, KOTOpbIe TEpIen
TATOTHl BOGHHOH JKHU3HMU.
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Kpecthsiit xon ¢ uynorBopHoi Ukonoit Ymunenus boxueit Marepu, npej; KOTOpoi CKOHYaICs pI
.Cepadum

B.®. don nep Jlaynuir — 370 00pa3 HACTOSIIETO PYCCKOTO MaTpUOTa, HE «COBPEMEHHOTO MHTEUIUTCHTAY,
MEIUTHPYIOIIEro Ha TEMY, YTO MOPAJIbHO, a YTO He MOpajbHO. OH IeficTBOBAJ, KaK YEeJIOBEK J0JIra, COBECTH,
YEeCTH M — CaMO€ IJIaBHOE — YMCTOM, MCKpPEHHEW XpHcTHaHCKOM Bepbl. OH uyBcTBOBad Poccuio uepes
IIpaBocnasue. CapoBckre TOpKecTBa MOKa3ald, Kak HaJyMaHHBI CJIOBa O TOM, YTO HApOJ XOUeT CBEPTHYThH
MpakoOecHoe Uro napckoro camozaepskasust U Llepksu. Best Poccust mpunuia k Cepadgumy CapoBckomy. A B
oth ke mau B Jlongone mpoxommna II cwe3m PC/PII, Ha xotopoMm (m 3T0 cHMBOIMYHO!) GopmMHupoBaIach
OOJBITICBUCTCKAS TTAPTHS.

s B.®. ¢pon nmep Jlaymmma IlpaBocimaBume — 3TO OCHOBa pycCKOW KHM3HH. be3 HEro HH CHITOCTh, HU
omaromomyune He obecniedar Poccun OmarogenctBus. Kak maps Comomon roeopui: «Korma mypak moceita
ecT xJie0d, OT ATOro TpsceTcs 3eMiIs». 3ByUYUT HEMHOXKO Ipy0o, HO CKazaHO TOYHO. M BTOpoe: OH LEHHIT
o0ImIecTBeHHOE YCTpoicTBO Poccuiickoro rocymapctsa, ero TpaIullMOHHOCTb, MOHApxHio0. Hemnb3s, roBops
00 3TOH 00DacTH, Kak ¥ O TyXOBHOMH, yTBEPKAaTh, 4TO YTO-TO yCTapeso. MIcTHHA He MOXKET yCTapeTh.

— Kak BbI 1ymaete, eciu 061 B.®. ¢pon nep JlayHnn okazajcs B HalleM rocylapcTBe B HalllM JHH,
KaKoi ObI OH MPUIEePKUBAJICS MO3UIHU?

— TpyaHo mpeacTaBUTh €ro B HAIIeM KOHTEKCTE, MOTOMY YTO CIIMIIKOM HECOM3MEpPHUMBI JINYHOCTHBIE
Macmtadbl. Ho ecii B3Th OCHOBBI TOTO, Y€MY OH yUYHJI, TO OHH MOTYT OBITH BOCIIPHHATHI M ceronHs. Benb
3TO OBUI TIPEKPacHBI CEMBbSHHUH, HACTOSINWN Apyr, 0oeBoil ToBapuml. BoT cimywail W3 ero BOEHHOU
ouorpaduu: ma Pyccko-Typelikasi BolHa, Ha €ro miasax IOru0ain TOBapHIll, M, yMHUpas, OH IIOBEAAN O
Jloiirax, KOTopble ocTaBisieT cBoer cembe. DoH aep Jlaynur ero ycrnokoui: «4 Belmiady Bce TBOM noyiru». U
OH paboTall, XOTS eMy OBUIO CTPAIIHO TSHKEN0; OH Ha HECKOJBKO JIeT ocTalcs B bonrapuu, 4ToObl BHIIUIATHTH
Jtonr ToBapuia. M Tonbko KOTia OH MOJHOCTBIO PACIIIATIIICA, TToeXall TOMOH. To eCTh, IOHUMAETE, €TO OIBIT
MIPUMEHUM U B YaCTHOM, U B TOCYJapCTBEHHOH, M B OOIIECTBEHHOM, Ja U B TyXOBHOW KU3HU.
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CerogHd moOpod MbI BHAMM BEpYIOIIMX JIIOAEH, 3aMedareNbHbIX, HO, K COXKaJEHWIO, JHUIIEHHBIX
aJIMIHUCTPATUBHBIX crtocoOHOcTel. OHM HE MOTYT COBMECTHTH CBOIO BEPY C T€M, UTO HYXKHO PyKOBOIUTH. U
BO3HHUKAET MPEICTABICHUE, YTO BEPYIOIIHE — ATO TaKas MaHHas Kalla. A CKPBIBaeTCS 3a STHM dJIeMEHTapHas
0e3o0TBeTCTBEeHHOCTh. C JPYTroii CTOPOHBI, Y HAC €CTh aIMHUHUCTPATOPHI, KOTOPBIE MOTYT PYKOBOIUTH TOPIIOM.
Ho, x coxaneHuto, pe3ynbTaTel HE OYEHb BIIEUATISIOT, TOTOMY YTO CHJIOW M XaMCTBOM Majl0o YTO MOYHO
co3muaaTh. A Kak 3TO Bce coBMecTUTh? Kak OBITh ¥ HACTOSIIIMM XPUCTHAHWHOM, ¥ HACTOSIINM CHIHOM CBOETO
OteuecTBa, ¥ HACTOSAIINM PYKOBOIUTENEM, U BOWHOM, M CEMBSHHHOM, U TOCYJapCTBEHHBIM nesitenieM? Bor
stot npumep B.®. don aep Jlaynuna, s nymaro, cerogHs oueHb BOCTPEOOBaH.

«ENMWHCTBEHHOE CPEeNCTBO AT OOpHOBI C KPOBABOM BaKXaHAJMEH — 3TO HEMPEKIIOHHAS CTOMKOCTH TEX, KTO
cinyxut PomuHe. YOBIOT MEHs — Ha MO€ MECTO SBHTCS JIPYrOil, KOTOPOMY S KeJlal OIHOrOo: 00JaaaTh
YyBCTBOM HETIOKOJICOMMOTO J0Jray, — nucai oH. M To, uro B mcropuu Poccun ObUTH Takue TOMU, — 3TO
3aJI0T, 94TO B Oy/yIlleM Hallla CTpaHa 00sM3aTeIbHO BCTAHET. Y HAC OTPOMHBIN IMOTEHITHAT — UCTOPHICCKUN U
JTyXOBHBIH.

C Baamumupom CokonoBsiM-JIepMouTOBEIM U CBeTiianon brora
oOecenoBaia Anexcaunpa Hukndoposa 21 Hoga6ps 2013 roxa

THE MESSIAH AND GIFT-GIVING

The giving of gifts is an ancient custom found in practically every society.

It has, and does, serve many purposes: to cement alliances between kings; to pay tribute by a lesser
nation to a greater; to convey thanks; as a cultural gesture of appreciation at the first visit to
someone’s home; to mollify an angry opponent; to worship a deity; and to show or display one’s

love to another.

Whether a chest of gold, a potted plant, or a diamond ring; whether a bouquet of roses, a slain
lamb, or even a sacrifice of one’s time—the gift given elevates and transforms the relationship
between the giver and the receiver. A peace-offering turns mistrust into confidence. A maiden’s
doubting of her suitor’s love is assured of its constancy upon receipt of even the smallest of
affectionate tokens. The unexpected offering of one’s time and energy, say, in volunteer work,

convinces others of one’s good intentions, loyalty, and large heart.

While gifts can be used for negative reasons such as manipulation or even unethical purposes, e.g.,

bribes (Ex. 23:8), I wish to focus primarily on the right reasons for gift giving.

We can see the importance of gifts and their proper giving among the social life of Old Testament
Israel by the fact that the Hebrew language contains fifteen different expressions for it. Throughout
the Torah we see gift giving between humans, notably in the story of Jacob and Esau where the gift
is symbolic of , and is itself, the blessing of the Patriarch Isaac for the Messiah and an abundant
seed. We see the various “offerings”—gifts, really—of lamb, goat, turtledoves, grain, etc, which God
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has prescribed for acceptable divine worship.

Earlier than this, we see that God himself gave the first gifts: first the woman to the man, and then
the Lord gave every tree in the paradisiacal Garden to the First Created Couple for food. Later, after
the Flood, Yahweh gives Noah, his family, and all his descendants—us—meat to eat for food. This is
not even to note the original gifts that God gave Adam and Eve—the wonderful garden, a light-

bearing spirit and body, intimate communion with their Creator, et al.

At the dawn of the Messianic Age, we see the greatest gift that anyone has ever given, or could give
—a gift of which all other previous gifts mentioned in the Old Covenant were mere shadows: God

gave himself, not only in descending to become man in the incarnation, but also on the Cross:

The Messiah Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God a thing to be selfishly grasped and exploited for his own advantage, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a slave, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross (Phil. 2:5-8).

Where all the previous gifts and offerings were weak under the Torah, God did what they couldn’t
do: renew our human nature, die an unjust death on our behalf, rise from the dead, and ascend in

and with our human nature back into heaven.

Yet, what was the first thing that the passage of St Paul above says that God did? The Messiah did
not regard equality with God a thing to be selfishly grasped and exploited for his own advantage. In

other words, his high estate, his glory, was not for his own use.

And then what? He emptied himself. The Creator of the universe, dwelling in unapproachable light,
in the midst of unending angelic glorification, empties himself. That is, he leaves his comfortable
home where everyone loves and praises him and empties himself and takes on the likeness of a
slave, becoming so obedient that he dies a death, even the most ignoble one: on a Cross.

But is this the end of the story? No, for we discover:

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, by bestowing on Him the name which is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus the Messiah
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9—11).

It is precisely because of the Messiah’s abasement in becoming man, walking among us, teaching
us, embodying and fulfilling the Torah, dying an unjust death on our behalf and descending into
Hades—that God has highly exalted him, by raising him from the dead, and by bringing him back



into heaven to sit on his heavenly throne.

And what is the end result of all this? St Paul shows us in his Epistle to the Ephesian Church (4:7—
8):

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of the Messiah’s gift.
Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high, he led captive a host of captives, and he gave

gifts to men.”

Paul goes on to list various spiritual gifts for the building up of the Church: apostleship, prophecy,
evangelism, etc. One might also list here the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23)—love, joy, peace, et al.

So why do I extend the theme of the Messiah’s humble abasement in the incarnation and on the

Cross in an essay on gift giving? What is the connection?

Well, I believe that the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, gives us the pattern for fruitful gift-giving
be means of his own life. As the Master commands us to follow him (cf. Matt. 16:24), the Apostle
Paul also exhorts:

Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in the Messiah Jesus (Phil. 2:4-5).

As we approach the most profound feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, also
known as Christmas, I believe we must pattern our gift giving after the Messiah’s example: We
should have the same selfless attitude that he did. (v4-5) Seek out others in need. Find out what

others in our neighborhood, community, or local church need.

We should not rest complacently in our own comfortable homes, grasping our homes and status for
our own advantage. (v. 6) Sometime during this fasting season, or during the 12 festal days that
follow, let us leave our comfort, and even our friends, and offer ourselves to others, going to them—
whether it is feeding the poor at a shelter, visiting the lonely elderly in a senior citizens home, or
volunteering at a special needs facility. Conversely, invite the less fortunate into your own home.

Try sharing your whole Christmas day (and dinner) with a family in need.

In so doing, we will find that we receive ourselves the most wonderful gifts. We will find the same
humility that the Messiah had when he emptied himself. Our new humble friends may show us the
all important virtue of contentment. Most significantly, we may find the gratitude that is so often

missing in contemporary society.

Notice that I haven’t mentioned buying any Christmas gifts yet. Often, the gift of one’s self—one’s
time, presence, and energy—is far and away more meaningful and fruitful than any store-bought



item. Certainly, we will likely all buy various gifts as tokens of our love and affection for each other.

But, let us cultivate the attitude that our Messiah had first. Let us look out for others’ needs. Let us
not grasp our own comfort and status, and let us empty ourselves. Then, we can give our purchased
gifts, which by then hopefully will be seen for what they are: not tokens of happiness received, but
as tokens of selfless love given. Then, we will finally find ourselves exalted in our hearts, and where
the Messiah is—in heavenly glory.

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you

need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever”(2
Cor. 9:6—9).

The Magi Bearing Gifts
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