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Pacnucanue 6orocay:xxenuii / Services in February

Saturday 1 February
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomrnoe 61enue

Sunday 2 February
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boskecTBeHHas TuTyprus

Saturday 8 February
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 61enue

Sunday 9 Februaryv: The Holy New Martvrs and Confessors / IIaMATh CBATHIX HOBO-

MY4Y€HUKOB H HCIIOBEHMKOB POCCHIICKHX
10.00 Hours and Liturgy / Yacel u boxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Friday 14 February
Vigil / BcenomnHoe 6aeHue

Saturday 15 February: The Meeting of the Lord / Cperenne I'ocrionne
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYyprus
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6enue




Sunday 16 February

Visit of Archbishop Mark with Protodeacon
George: Tonsures and Ordination
Iocemenue npuxona Biaaabikorn MapkoMm ¢
NPOTOALAKOHOM I'eopruemM: MOCTPUTH U
PYKOIIOJI0KEeHH €

09.45 am: Meeting of the Archbishop, Hours and Episcopal Divine Liturgy / Betpeua
Bnaneiku, Yacer u boxkectBeHHast TUTyprust (ApXuuepeckoe ciy>keHue)

Saturday 22 February
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 0nenue

Sunday 23 Februarv: The Publican and the Pharisee / MeITaps 1 Papucei
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxecTBeHHast TUTyprust

Dates for Your Diary

Baxubie /larel Ha Caeayromumid T'ox

Easter: Sunday 20 April

ITacxa: Bockpecennbe 20 anpeJis

Patronal Feast: Saturday 5 July

IIpecToabHbii npa3aHuk: Cyo0ora 5 uroJis

Church News

Baptisms in December and January
27 December: Stefan Panaite

18 January: Julia Manea

25 January: Maria Lemesko

Gift to Church

At the end of December we received a cheque for £2,500 from the Gerald Palmer Eling Trust
charity. Gerald Palmer, whom we knew together with his sister Elizabeth, were English
members of our Church. Gerald (in Orthodoxy George) had been the MP for Winchester after




the Second World War and he and his sister were members of the Huntley and Palmer's
biscuit company family. Having resigned as MP and spent time on Mt Athos, Gerald helped
translate part of the Philokalia into English. On their deaths he and his sister left their money
to the above charity and from time to time they help ROCOR churches.

Pilgrims

On 9 January we received a small group of pilgrims from Moscow to the Church. They
kindly donated over 50 books to the Church shop. They are to be followed by a group of 26
pilgrims from St Petersburg on 30 January, who are linked with the St Petersburg Orthodox
Radio, Grad Petrov.

Christmas Meal and Theophany

Some 160 people came to church on 12 January and there were 72 communions. Afterwards,
we had our meal, the little children from the Sunday School, very shy!, performed and Fr
Christmas made a surprise appearance. I think we all very much enjoyed it. Again at
Theophany there were some 150 people and we had to bless the same amount of water the
next day, since the 120 litre barrel we now have is not big enough. We will buy a second one
during this year, so in future we will bless two barrels — 240 litres.

Teenage Group
Two mothers have asked for a youth group to be set up. We found this an excellent idea and

are very enthusiastic. Preparations are under way and we will make further announcements
soon.

BBC Radio 4 Programme

Fr Andrew has again been invited to take part in a Beyond Belief programme on Radio 4, this
time in connection with the Sochi Olympics. The programme is due to be broadcast on
Monday 17 February at 4.30 pm on BBC Radio 4.

A NATIVITY MESSAGE TO THE PIOUS FLOCK IN GREAT

BRITAIN AND IRELAND

Thy coming, O Christ God, has shone forth to us the Light, the Light of the Light, the
radiance of the Father (Nativity Vespers).

Dear brothers and sisters, the Birth of Christ is ‘the most important event between the day
when the sun first rose and the day when the sun will be extinguished’. (St Justin
(Popovich)). On this radiant feast Holy Church testifies that ‘Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,
has shone forth to the world the light of reason' (understanding)...What does this mean? It
means that until the incarnation of the Word of God no-one was able to see God, Who dwells
in the light that no man can approach unto (I Tim. 6, 16); but the God-man, Christ the Lord,
the radiance of the Father, was born from the earthly Virgin and with Himself brought us the
knowledge of salvation, the light of the knowledge of God. The inextinguishable Sun of
righteousness from everlasting became man and came to dwell — in the form of a lowly infant
— in our benighted, passing and perishable earthly world.

Today we celebrate the birth of Him Who said of Himself: 7 am the light of the world (Jn.
8, 12). But let us, dear brothers and sisters, celebrate with fear and trembling, for this light,
according to the Word of God, is at the same time also a condemnation: the condemnation,
that light is come into the world and men loved darkness rather than light (Jn. 3, 19). This
was said not only of the Jews who lived at the time of Christ and did not accept Him. It was
said of all those who at all times, even to the end of the world, reject the light of the Love of




Christ and prefer the darkness of sin. Through sin fallen man contaminated the sinless, first-
created world and immersed it in the darkness, the rule of death and the devil. Through sin
and lack of faith, today we too, baptised in Christ, can fall and fall away from the Lord. In
order to avoid this danger we shall call out to Him, as Holy Church tells us: ‘The sun of great
brightness, shining forth to us the saving radiance of repentance’ (Octoechos). The Lord will
not tarry in answering such a call because He appeared among us for this very reason, to
conquer sin, death and the devil. It has been granted to us to become partakers of His victory,
if we who have been assured beyond doubt of His Divine all-mightiness, put on the armour
of light (Rom. 13, 12) of Christ so that with His help we can conquer in ourselves the dark
power of sin and death and according to the unfailing promise of the Saviour become sons of
the light (Jn. 12, 36).

Our Divine destiny, the goal and meaning of our earthly life consist precisely of this.
Today’s feast reminds us of this: God Himself comes down to earth so that man can return to
his Prototype, his principle and Creator. God is mysteriously born in a human body so that
just as mysteriously man might be reborn from a fallen, mortal and perishable being into a
god by grace.

Let us thank our greatly merciful Lord with our whole heart Who has called us out of
darkness into His marvellous light (1 Peter 2, 9). When at the end of time Christ the Lord
shall come in the glory of His Father to reward every man according to his works (Matt. 16,
27), when the material sun is extinguished like a candle that has burned down, those who
have been saved by Christ will be blessed in eternity in the uncreated light of the Sun of
righteousness and will not need no candle, neither light of the sun (see Rev. 22, 5). They have
the guarantee of Christ our God, born in Bethlehem of the Ever-Virgin Mary — Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. Amen.

Christ is born, glorify Him!
Mark, Archbishop of Berlin, Germany and Great Britain, The Nativity of Christ, 2013

Ceemv namwv 6o3cisa Xpucme boowce Teoe npuwecmeie, Ceemv omv Ceema, Omuee cisnie...
(Pootcoecmeenckas euepHhsi)

PoxxaectBo XpuCTOBO, TOpOrHe OpaTus U CECTPHI, €CTh "'caMOe BaXKHOE COOBITHE C TOTO JHS,
KOT/Ia BOSHUKJIO COJHIIE, 10 AHs, Korja oHo moracHeT" (mpen. ABBa KOcTtun). B 3TOT cBeTNIBIN
npazaauk Caras LlepkoBs cBuierenscTByeT: "PoxknectBo Tsoe Xpucre boxke Hairb, Bo3cis
MIpOBH CBeTh pazyma (mo3Hanus)"... UTo 3T0 3HAYUT? DTO 3HAYUT, YTO /IO BOILIOIICHUS
CnoBa boxust HUKTO U3 JItoJIel HE MOT BUAETh bora, sKUBYILEro 60 cgéemvb Henpucmyntnems (1
Tum 6, 16); HO pommiics ot 3emHo# [{eBbl borouenosek ['ocnons Xpucroc, Omuee ciauie, 1
Coboii mpuHeC TIOASM CIIaCUTENBHOE 3HaHWE — CBET OoroBeneHus. Heracumoe mpenBedHoe
Connye npasovl BOUYETOBEUMIIOCh U BCEIUIOCh — B CMUPEHHOM MJIaJIEHYECKOM OOJIHMKEe — B
Hall [IOMPAYEHHbIN, BPEMEHHBIN U TIICHHBIM 3¢MHOM MUD.

Heine mbl pazaayem poxaenue Toro, Kro Cam o Cebe ckazan: 43v ecmb cgems mipy (Un 8§,
12). Ho Oynmem, moporue Opatvs M CECTPBI, IPA3AHOBATE CO CMPAXOMb U Mpenemoms, oo
c8?mw ceii, cornmacHo CioBy boxuio, ecTh OTHOBPEMEHHO U CYA: Cy0b, AKO c6emb Npiuoe 6b
Mipb, u 6osn00UULa Henoseybl nave momy, Hedxce ceemd (Uu 3, 19). CkazaHO 3TO HE TOIBKO O
COBPEMEHHBIX XPpHUCTY nyzesx, He npuHsaBmMX Ero. Cka3zaHo 3TO 0 BceX TeX, KTO BO BCE
BpEMEHa, JTake 0 KOHIa Mipa, oTBepraeT cBeT JIto0Bu XpHCTOBOM, BO3IIOOMB IPEXOBHBIN
Mpak. ['pexom maimuii yenoBeK 3apa3uil MepBO3JaHHbIN Oe3rpeIIHbId MUP U MTOTPY3UIT €r0 BO
TBbMY, BO BJIaCThb CMEPTH U JUaBOJIa. [ pEXOM M MaJOBEpHUEM M CErOJHS MbI, KPEIICHHBIE BO
Xpucra, Mo)keM macte U ornacte oT locmoma. YtoOsl m3bexaTb 3TOH omacHOCTH, Oynem



B3bIBaTh K Hemy, kak yuut Hac CBsatas [lepkoBb: "ComHIIE MHOTOCBETIIOE, BO3CISH MOKasHIs
mu criacutenbHoe cisHie" (Oxrounxp). Ha takoii mpu3siB [ocnoapr He 3aMeAUT OTO3BAThCH,
noromy 4To OH JIJIs1 TOTO U SIBUJICS CPEAH JIIOEH, 4ToObl MOOEUTh IPeX, CMEPTh U IUABOJIA.
Hawm e napoBaHo ctarh npuyactHukaMu Ero moOenbl, eciii Mbl, YBEpOBaB HECOMHEHHO B
Ero boxxecTBeHHOE BCEMOTYIIIECTBO, obneuemcs 6b opyoicie ceéema (Pum 13, 12) Xpuctosa,
yT00BI ¢ Ero momoiieio modenuts B cebe MpauHyIo CUJTy TpeXa U CMEPTHU U IO HEJIOKHOMY
oberoBanuto CriacuTens CTaTh HCTHHHBIME cbiHamu ceema (Mu 12, 36).

B stomM 1 cocrout Hamie 00XKeCTBEHHOE NpeqHA3HAu€HUE, IIeNb U CMBICI Halled 3eMHOM
*ku3Hu. OO0 »TOM HanmoMmuHaeT HaMm ceroausmHui [Ipazaqauk: Cam bor npuxoauTt Ha 3emilio,
4yTOOBI BEepHYTh 4enoBeka ero [IpaoOpa3zy, ero Hawany, ero Tsopiy. bor poxnaercs B Tene
YEJIOBEYECKOM TAWHCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI YEJIOBEK TAKKE TAWHCTBEHHO IMEPEPOIUIICS
U3 MaJIIero, CMEPTHOTO M TIIEHHOTO CyIllecTBa B Oora 1o 6jarojaru.

Bosbmarogapum ke OT Bcero cep/iiia MHOTOMIIIOCTHBOTO [ocrona, u3s moumsl npussasuiazo
Hac 6b yyouwii Ceoti ceemnv (1 Ilerp 2, 9). Korma B konue BpemeH [ocmoas Xpuctoc
npiudems 6o ciase Omya Ceoezo BO3ATh Kascoomy no oenamsv eco (M 16, 27), koraa 1o
YYBCTBEHHOE COJIHIIE MOTACHET, KaK JIOropeBlIasl CBeYa, cnaceHHvle XPUCTOM OylyT BEUHO
OnakeHCTBOBaTh B HeTBapHOM cBeTe Connya npasdvl W He OyIyT HUMETh HYXIbI HU B
CBETWIbHUKE, HU B cBeTe coimHeuHoM (cp. Otkp 22, 5). Tomy nopyka Xpuctoc bor Hami,
pomuBmuiicas B Budneeme ot IlpucHomeBsr Mapuun — Anbda m Omera, Hadano W KOHEII.
AMWHB.

XpHucToch paxaaercs, ciaBure!

+ Apxuenuckon Mapx, Mionxen-bepnun Pooxxcoecmeo Xpucmosgo 201 3e.

TarynpoBxku

Bukrop Jlapkun
Panonex

EBrennii Huxkudgopos 0ecexyer Ha Paguo «Pagonex» ¢ ncuxosnorom Bukropom
JIapKMHBIM 0 TATYHMPOBKAX.

«Bce mne nozeonumenvHo, HO He 8ce NOAE3HO,
6Ce MHeE no360J1UMEIbHO, HO HU4YMO He O0JIXHCHO 0011A0aAmMb MHOIO )

1 Kop. 6.12

E.H.: «B nHacrosimee BpeMsi cpead MOJOACKH PACIPOCTPAHUIIOCH TaKoe SBICHUE Kak
TaTyupoBKH. [I0SBUIOCH MHOXXECTBO CAJIOHOB TaTy, KOTOPbIE aKTHBHO PEKJIAMHUPYIOT CBOH
yciyru. Panbiie oHo ObII0 Oollee pacmpoCTpaHEHO CpelM MPEACTaBUTENEH MPECTYIHOTO
MHpa, a CErOJIHS BBHIMUIECHYJIOCH JaJIeKO 3a €ro mnpezaesbl. B Obuible BpeMeHa TaTyHMpOBKH
OO0JbIlIeH YacThI0 CKPBIBANIM, a TEMEPh BBHICTABISIIOT HAMOKa3 CBOIO PAa3pHUCOBAHHYIO KOXKY: B
OJTHOM MECTE, HalpUMEp, - CKOPIHOH, B IPYTOM - Y€per C KOCTSIMH, B TPEThEM — KaKHE-TO
pa3HoOoOpa3HbIe 1[BETHBIC Y30Pbl U CUMBOJIBI. ECTh Takue JI0H, Y KOTOPBIX pa3puCcOBAaHO BCe
TEJIO U JaXKe JIMII0. MHOTHE YBEPEHBI, YTO ATO OE€30MacHO W OYEHb MPUBJIEKATEIBHO. Tak Jiu
3TO?»



B.JI.: «Mory cpazy e cka3arb, YTO TaTyHpOBKa — BEIllb Jajieko He Oe300uaHas. [eno naxe
HC B TOM, YTO HMCETCA BpCH C YHUCTO MGIII/IIII/IHCKOI;'I TOYKH 3PCHUA. N ue B TOM, 4TO U C
ACTETUYECKOM TOYKM 3pEHHUS OHM OYEHb YacCTO JalleKH OT coBepiieHcTBa. VX oOcHOBHas
OMAaCHOCTh OCTAETCSl COKPHITOM W OT MOTpeOuTeNel, U OT MPOU3BOAUTENEH. A JIeJI0 BOT B
YeM.

Jns Hawama MBI 37eCh JODKHBI TOHATH odeBHaHOe. Ecmm Ob1 Co3marens xorten, 1o OH
HECOMHEHHO pasykpacui Obl yenoBeka. Hampumep, Tak, Kak OH pa3puUCOBaN, Hampumep,
XaMeJneoHoB, 6babouek muiau ntuil. Ho bor satoro ne cnenan. [loyemy? Jla moTomy, 4To Kpacora
HEepa3pbIBHO CBf3aHa C I11eJecO00pa3HOCThIO: UTO HE IeJIecO00pa3Ho, TO U He KpacuBo. B
TaTyupPOBKaXx, NpeIaracMbIxX COBPEMEHHOU MacCCKYJIBTYpOil, HET HUKAKON
nenecoobpasznoctu. Hy, kakas B HuX menecooOpa3HocTh? bonblielt 4acTeio OfHA JIHIIb
TOPJBIHS ¥ IPUXOTh, JKEJIAHUE BBIJEIUTHCS, MTOKA3aTh CBOE «S» M BBIMIAAETH JTyUIlle IPYTHX.
OHu  0e3ycnmoBHO UyKIbl 4ejoBedeckomMy Temy. OHM  MOTYT  TPeACTaBIATHCS
TIPUBJICKATEIIFHBIMU JIUIITh HEBE)KECTBEHHOMY CO3HAHHUIO. A HBIHEIIHSSI MOJIOJICKb, J1a U HE
TOJBKO MOJIONEKb, K COXAJIEHUIO, HEe o0NagaeT HU NPWINYHBIMH MaHepaMu, HH
BOCITUTAHHBIM BKYCOM.

E.H.: «Cnymarenu MoryT BO3pa3uTh, YTO KpacoTa - 3TO BEllb BO MHOTOM aOCTpakTHasi,
CHOpHas U MHAMBHUAYyalbHasA. [IJ11 KOro-T0 KaXKeTcs KPaCUBBIM U 11E1€CO00pa3HbIM OJHO, IS
Ipyrux - npyroe. Mano yiu, uto Ham ['ocnioas He aan! Jlroau BooOIe MHOTOE 4TO U3 OFCKIbI
U yKpaiieHui camu i1 cedst mpunymanu! EcTe u kakas-to Gojee cepbe3Has ONacHOCTh OT
TaTyHUPOBOK?»

B..H.I«KOHCLIHO, €CTb. | TaBHBIN Bpea Tary COCTOUT HaK€ WU HC B TOM, YTO OHHU OBIBAIOT
HCEKpAaCHBBI U HE COOTBETCTBYIOT YeJI0OBEUCCKOM mpupoxac.

OnacHocrell Heckonbko. YTOObI MOHATH NEPBYI0 W3 HUX, BCIIOMHUM OJWH W3BECTHBIN
OOJIBLIIMHCTBY JIIOZCH OMBIT: €CIM Ha 3€JIeHbIM ra30H MOJOKUTh KaKOH-TMO0 HENpo3payHbIid
IIpeIMET U JaTh €My I0JI€KATh HECKOJIBKO JHEH, TO, KOTAA MBI €r0 IIPUIIOJHUMEM, OKAKETCH,
YTO TpaBa B 3TOM MECTe MoTepsja CBOM IBET — oHa MoOieaHena. A eciau JaTb 3TOMY
NpeAMETY MOJIEeKaTh MOAO0JbINE, TO HAXOIAIIASACA MOJ HUM TpaBa BOOOIIE MOTHOHET, U TaMm
3aBEAYTCs YEPBU U IIECEHb.

Bor u Bcs cyTh: Kak TEeMHBIH MpenMeT, 3arpa)kaas MPUTOK COJHEYHOW SHEpruu, yOuBaeT
JKU3Hb B 3€JICHOM TpaBe, TAK U TaTyHpPOBKA HA YEJIOBEYECKOM TEJIE YTHETACT BHYTPEHHUE
YKU3HEHHBIE CUJIBI YeJIOBeKa — U PU3NYECKUE, U TyIIEBHBIEY.

E.H.: «<HenonATHO, KaKk 3T0 TaTyHUPOBKHU Ha T€JI€ MOT'YT YTHETAaTh JyIIy?»

B.JL.:«MexaHu3Mm JeUCTBUSA TaTyHUPOBOK - IICUXOCOMATHUYECKHM, TO €CTh JTYXOBHO-TEJIECHBIN
WIM TOYHEE, TENEeCHO-IyXOBHbIM. A uYr0o 3TO0 Takoe? OueHb NPOCTO: TPSA3HBIE Y30pbI
TaTyMPOBOK HAKJIAJIbIBAIOT TE€Hb HAa HEPBHBIE OKOHYAHUSl YEJIOBEYECKOTO Tejla. JTa TEHb
NBOWHAs, OHA OJHOBPEMEHHO W CBETOBasg, W HWH()OpPMAIMOHHO-IHEPTETUYECKAs.
JledaTenbHOCTh HEPBHOW CUCTEMbI HAPYILAETCS, U €€ UCKAXKEHHbIE CUTHAJIBI IPOELUUPYIOTCS B
TICUXUYECKYIO0 00JIacTh YeJIOBEKa. 3aTeM yKe HapyllleHHas IICHXHKa, B CBOIO OYePe/lb, MPSIMO
M HEraTMBHO BO3JEHCTBYeT Ha ero aymy. [lLmoc k 3ToMy, 4Yepe3 NCUXUKY Ha AyLIy
HAKJIAJbIBACTCS CJIE]T OT HEBEKECTBEHHBIX MBICJICH, C KOTOPBIMH YEJIOBEK AOAyMaics H0
HaHECEHHUs TaTy. BOT 3T0O M €CTh ICUX0-COMAaTUYECKOE JEUCTBUE TAaTy Ha AYIIY YEIOBEKA.

E.H.: «OTkyna BooOIIe OHU B3SJIUChH, OTH TaTYHPOBKH? S YTO-TO HE IMOMHIO, YTOOBI JIET
JIBaILATh Ha3aJ ObLIO TaKOE UX PacIpOCTPAHEHHUEY.

B.H.I«I/ICTOPI/ISI TAaTYUPOBOK HACYHUTBHIBACT MHOI'O TBICAY JICT. D10 OBLIAa BEeChbMa INPOKO
pacrupoCTpaHCHHAsA IO BCEMY APEBHEMY M JUKOMY MHUPY OKKYJIBTHO-MAarmdyeCkas TCXHHKA.
H3HavyanbHO OHA ObLIa npeaHasHauCHa OTHIOAb HC I XYHOKCCTBCHHOTO pa3yKpallWuBaHUS



TeNa, a JUIsl COBEPIICHUS KOHKPETHBIX W3MEHEHHWH COCTOSIHUSI CO3HAaHUS M TIOBEICHUS
yenmoBeka. Kakme-To ux «dcretndeckue» dS(DOEKThl SBISIFOTCS JUIIb MMOOOYHBIMU €€
GYHKITUSIMH.

Bcnomaum, HampuMep, YTO MHOTHE IJIEMEHAa HHAEHIIEB HOCWIM Ha3BaHHWE KaKUX-JIMOO
KUBOTHBIX: MeEIBE/Asd, BOJKa, JMCHI, Opjia, OW30HA, COKoJa... VX MHOTOLBETHBIMU
M300paXeHUSIMM TaM pacKpalluBajiy Teja BOMHOB. [Ipu 3TOM MM BHyIIadW, 4TO €cCld
HAaHECTU MM Ha KOXY, CKakeM, oOpa3 jieomapna, TO T€ OOpETyT €ro KauecTBa - JIOBKOCTb,
CHUIIY, XUTPOCTh, OECUTYMHOCTb, OCTOPOXKHOCTb..., - WM Ja)Ke B HUX BCEIUTCS IyX ATOTO
XKHUBOTHOTO. JlyXH *XMBOTHBIX, B HHMX, KOHEYHO, HE BCEJSUTUCh, & BOT OECOBCKHE CHIIBI C
YAOBOJBCTBUEM BHEAPSIUCH B TYIIH MPOU3BOAMBIINX TAKUE MAHUITYJISLUH JIFOJIEH.

XoTs1, Ka3anoch Obl, IPEBHUE BPEMEHA YK€ JaBHO MPOIUIH, OJHAKO OKKYJIBTHO-MarndeCKHi
XapakTep TaTyUPOBOK U UX CBA3b C TEMHBIMU JlyXaMU HEBUIUMOIO MUPA HUKY/IA HE UCUYE3IIN.
[ToaTOMy pHCYHKH-CUMBOJIBI, HAaHOCHUMBIE Ha KOXY, ACHCTBYIOT Ha TCUXUKY BEChbMa
3¢ ¢dekTuBHO: OHU OyKBaJbHO OTMEYATHIBAIOTCS B HEW M U3MEHAIT ee. A 93To
COOTBETCTBYIOLIUM 00pa30M OTpa)kaeTcsi Ha CBOMCTBAX Teja, pa3yMa M UyBCTB YEJIOBEKa.

COBpeMCHHYIO MOJIOAC)Kb OHU 3aMaHUBAIOT MPEKAC BCECTO CBOMMU BHCIIHUMHU KauC€CTBAMU,
KOTOPBIC MOJIOABIC JIHOAW CUUTAIOT BECbMa IMPUBJICKATCIIBHBIMU. OJIHaKO, KaK BUJIHUM, 3TO
JAaJICKO HC TaK, U UX MPUBJICKATCIIbHOCTDb oOMaH4YHMBa U PY6I/ITCHBH3.

UYro kacaeTcsi MOSABIEHHUS TaTyUpoBOK B Poccuu, TO BOOOIIE-TO OHM HHUKOTIA HE OBLIU
CBOMCTBEHHbI pOCCHSHAaM. OJTO HE Hallla MEHTaJbHas WIM JyXOBHAs Tpagulus, 3TO HE
KyJIbTypa HaIllEro TEJIECHOIO 3/0pPOBbS U KPAcOThl, 3TO HE ONBIT M HE HACIEAUE HAIIEro
6oeBoro ayxa. Bel xorma-aubOyaes cisimanu, yto Jmutpuit Jlonckoit, Ocnsads u Ilepecser,
Anekcannp Herckmii, ®enop VYmako, Wsan IlommyOnbiii, ['eopruii JKykoB, AmnexcaHmp
[TOoKpBIIKWH, TEepOU-MaH(QWIOBIBI... MPUMEHSUIM TEXHUKY TaTyHpoBOK. YTOOBI OHHU
pasykpamuBanu cedsa nepen 60oem?! HeT sToro HM B PyCCKHMX HapOAHBIX CKa3KaxX, HH B
IPaBIUBBIX HUCTOPUSAX HAIIMX MOOEN M cBepiieHWi. YTo ke Temepb Halla MOJIOJEXKb Tak
JIETKO TO/IXBATHIBAET 3amaHyro THWIb? JKanko...! BUAHO B 310Xy COBETCKO-aTEUCTUYECKOTO
TOHEHUS Ha IpaBocaBue o0cjiad HpaBCTBEHHBINM UMMyHuUTET Poccun. TatynpoBku — 310 ofHa
U3 HPABCTBEHHBIX TUBEPCUOHHBIX MHH, MOJKIAAbIBAEMBIX oA Oyayiiee Poccun.

Hamm B3POCJIBIC U TOXUJIBIC JIFOAW C HEIIPHUATUEM OTHOCATCA K OTOMY SBJICHUIO.

Kak-1o pa3 s ObLT CBHIETENIEM TaKOW CIIeHBI. JIBE EBHIIBI TPOMKO Pa3roBapHUBalid B METPO,
He oOpalias HM Ha KOTO BHUMAaHHS M, BUAMMO, JaK€ PAcCUMTHIBas IPUBIECYh HHTEpEC
OKpPYKaIOIIUX K CBOMM TepcoHaM. BbI, HaBepHOE, BCTpedanu TakuX. Jleno ObuIo jkapKuM
JIETHUM JHEM, OETbl OHU OBUIM MO-MHHHUMYMY, BC€ OU€Hb KOPOTKOE, KUBOT U IMOSICHUIIA
HEMPUKPHITHL. Y HUX Ha Tejie ObUIO HECKOJIBKO TaTyHMPOBOK, MPUYEM, Ha )KHUBOTE U TOHUKE
CIUHBI TaTYUPOBKHU YXOAMIN ITyOOKO BHU3, NMOJI MUHU FOOKH. PsioM cTOsUT MyXunHa BecbMa
MOYTEHHOTO BO3pacTa U BuAa. He 3aMeTuTh 3THX JeBUIl OBLJIO HEBO3MOXXHO. OH CMOTpeIN Ha
HUX, CMOTpEJ]l, TOTOM HEOXHJIaHHO, HO KaK-TO OYEHb CIOKOMHO W naaxe T0OpOmyLIHO
CIpAIlIMBAET y HUX: «A CKaXUTE€ MHE, MHJIbIE MOHU, MOYTO IMIKYPKY-TO CBOIO HMOTOPTHIIN?)
Psgom crosiiue nmoau 3ayapl0anuch Takoil HEOXKHMIAHHOW OLEHKHU TaTyWPOBOK, a JEBUIIBI
KaK-TO Cpa3y NPUTUXJIM, HUYETO HE OTBETUJIM M CKOPO BBINUIM. BOT Tak — KOI/1a HEraTUBHbBIE
SBJICHUS] BHICMEHBAIOTCS MO-100pOMY, a HE C pa3IpakeHHUEM U THEBOM, TO OHHU CTaparoTCs
HE3aMETHO HCUYE3HYTh.

E.H.: «/la, kpacoTbl, KOHEYHO, B TaryupoBKax Maysio. HO Kakoil KOHKpPETHO BpeI OHHU
MIPUHOCST JFOAAM?»

B.JL.:«B TaryupoBaHHBIX JIOASX HE3aMETHO, HO HEOTBPAaTHMO Pa3BUBAIOTCS MOBEICHUYECKUE
KayecTBa JUKHUX 3BEpEd WM JEMOHMYECKHX CYITHOCTEH HEBUJIUMOTO MHUpPA, B 3aBUCHUMOCTH



OT TOTO, YTO HaHEeCeHO. Hampumep: arpecCMBHOCTD, KECTOKOCTh, HEMPUMHUPHMOCTB, 3TOU3M,
Oeccepaeune, rpyOOCTb, YNPSIMCTBO, 3JIONAMITCTBO, MCTHUTEIBHOCTH, ABTOPUTAPHOCTS...
MOJKHO JIeTKO JOTOJNHHUTH 3TOT CIMCOK, NMPEACTaBUB ceOe — KaKhe KayecTBa IMPOSIBATCS B
YeNloBeKe, €CIIM y Hero Ha Tese n300pakeHa Kakas-HHOy/Ib KUBHOCTh WM OSCOBIIUHA, HY,
HanpuMmep: 3BEepH, MayKd, CKOPIIMOHBI, Yepera, MOHCTPHI, 3POTHKA... KakoBBI PUCYHKH —
TaKOBBI U KQUECTBA).

E.H.: «4 cnplmana, 4to MHOTME HAIlld CIIELCIYKObl HE NMPUHUMAIOT Ha paboTy JHuL, y
KOTOPBIX Ha TeJle UMEIOTCS TaTyMpOBKHU. Takas rmpakTHKa Bpoje Obl CYIIECTBYET, HAIpUMED, B
KpeMJIEBCKOM MoJIKy oxpansl [Ipe3unenta Poccuu. Bol 06 aTOM 3HaeTe?»

B.JI.: «Bnonue Bo3moxHO. U, s AymMaro, 4To 3TO MPaBUILHO. TaM HaBEpHSKA YK€ 3aMETUIIH,
YTO TaTyHPOBKH PACCTPAWBAIOT MHOTHE JYIICBHBIC U (U3NUCCKUE CBOMCTBA UEIOBEYECKOTO
opraHu3Ma. 3a4eM K€ UM MPUHUMATh Ha CITYKOY JIFO[IeH, Y KOTOPhIX UMEETCS HEYCTONYMBAs
MICUXUKA WM CKJIOHHOCTh K CIIOHTAaHHBIM arpecCUBHBIM BbIxonkam? KTo 3Haer, B kakyto
CTOPOHY OHHU B OTBETCTBEHHBI MOMEHT HampaBsT cBoe opyxue? He MCKIOUEHO, 4TO Takas
NpakTHKa OTOOpa KaJpOB TPUMEHSETCS W B JPYTHX OpraHm3anusx. Tak dro mepen
HAaHECEHHEM TaTYHPOBOK JIFOASM HY)KHO €IIIe TIOyMaTh O TOM, YTO MOCJE ATOTO MX MOTYT HE
NPUHATH HA pa0OTy Ha MIPECTIKHBIC IPESINPHUITHS U (PUPMEI.

E.H.: B uem CYTb OKKYJIbTHO-MAaru4€CKoro Xxapakrepa HaHCCCHUA TaTYI/IPOBOK?»

B.JL:CyTh  OKKyJbTHO-Maru4eCKMX MOTHBOB M CIOCOOOB HAHECEHHS TaTyHPOBOK
3aKJIFOUYAIOTCS B IIEJICHANPABICHHOM TPUBJICUEHUE TEMHBIX CHII B CBOIO JKM3HbB. M 3T0 yxe He
MPOCTO CIIOHTAHHAsE TOPIBIHA WM TPUXOTh BEJIHWKOBO3PACTHBIX HEIOpPOCTEH, 3TO
HEIMOCPEICTBEHHOE CpalllMBaHKUE 4YeNioBeKa cO 37IoM. OHO MOXET OBITh OE€CCO3HATEIIbHBIM,
KOT/Ia YeJIOBEKY HHUYETO HE TOBOPAT O TOM, KaKMe W KaK Ha HEro HaHECEHBbI TaTyupoBKu. U
OHO MOXXET OBITh CO3HATEIHHBIM, KOTJAa YEIIOBEK caM, CBOCH BOJIEH MpeIoCcTaBiseT cedsl B
pacnopspkeHHe TEeMHBIX CWiI. Eciam ke YelmoBeK CO3HATEeNbHO NPHHUMAET OKKYJIBTHO-
Marvyeckuii XapakTep TaTy, TO CTENEeHb MX pa3pyLIMTEIbHOIO BIMSHMS Bo3pactaeT. OHa
YBEJIUYHMBACTCS €Ile OOJbINe, €CIM COYeTAeTCs C aJIKOroJeM, HAapKOTHKaMH, MHUBOM H
IICUXOACIINYCCKUM O,Z[ypeHI/ICM Ha OHUCKOTCKAaX U B KOMHI)IOTepHBIX I/IFan. CHaanIa OHHU
BBI3BIBAIOT AJPCHANIMH, Kypak W OpaBajy, 3aBBIIIACTCS CaMOOIICHKA, «aBTOPUTET» U
«yBaXXCHHE», HO IIOTOM HACTyMaeT Heu3OeKHas paciuiara: yrpata W (QU3NYECKOTO, U
JyXOBHOTO 370pOBbs. [Ipruyem, TyOUTENbHBIC MOCIEACTBUS TAaTy MOTYT IPOSBHUTHCS JIMIIb
4yepe3 MHOTO-MHOTO JIET.

OpnHako 37ech MHE XOYeTCsl PUOCTAHOBUTHCA, MO0 TeMa MarkM M OKKYJIbTH3Ma HACTOJBKO
HebnarolaTHa, 4To yriyOsaThCsl B Hee HUKOT/a He Mpe/ICTaBiIsieTcs mone3HbiM. OTMeuy Julib
TO, YTO TEMHO-Maru4eckas CTOpOHa TaTyUPOBOK OOBIYHO HE apHIIUPYETCs U MACKUPYeTCs
HX CEKCyallbHOM WJIM HEKOeW «3CTEeTHUYECKOI» MpuBJIeKareabHOCThI0. Ha uTO HeombITHAs
MOJIOZIEXKb U JTIOBUTCS. beryT 3a kpacoToil, a 0ka3bIBalOTCs B 00JIOTE.

E.H.: «Ho MoxeT ObITh TaTyMPOBKH KaK MPOCTHIE YKPAIIEHUS BCE YK€ JOIYCTUMBI?»

B.JL.: «YBBI, HET, 1ake camble MPOCTHIE TaTy Jajeko He 6e300uIHbI. HerarnuBHbIe H3MEHEHUS
B YeJIOBEKE MPOUCXOMAT JaKe TOT/a, KOrja TaTyupOBKU Bpojie Obl COBEPIIEHHO HEHTPAJIbHbI:
HampuMep, HMMEIOT BHJ Kakux-Tnbo Oabouek, 1BETOB WM oOpHameHTa. Jlaxke ecnu
HAaHOCUMBIE O00pa3bl NPEACTABISAIOTCA BpojJe Obl SIBHO MOJOKUTEIBHBIMU, BCE PAaBHO
OKOHYATEJbHBIN 3PPEKT X HaHeCeHUs Oy/leT OTpULaTeIbHbIM, HOO MOOYAUTEIbHBIE MOTUBBI
COBEpILEHHSI TaTYUPOBOK BCETJa BPEAOHOCHBI: TOP/BIHS, TIIECIAaBUE, COOTa3H, HEBEXKECTBO...
B mo0oMm cioyyae Ha TNCHXUKY, OpraHbl M (yHKIMM 4eJOBeKa HAaKJIaJlbIBAIOTCs
HECBOWCTBEHHbIE M HEHYXXHbIE WM MPOEKIUH M TEHH, BOT HX PabOTOCHOCOOHOCTH H
HapylIaeTcs».



E. H.: «A Kak OTHOCHUTBCS K JETCKUM TaTyHpPOBKaM, HAIpUMeEp, pacCIpOCTPaHSIEMbIM Yepe3
00epTKHU OT >KBaYeK?»

B.JI.: «Bce BhIIlIECKa3aHHOE B IIOJIHOM MCPE OTHOCHUTCA W K HACTCKHUM «UT'PYLICYHLIM»
NEpEBOAHBIM TaTyHPOBKaM. OTO KacaeTcsi TaKke M Tak Ha3bIBAEMbIX, <«JICTKHUX HIIHU
BPEMCHHBLIX» TaTYHPOBOK, KOTOPBIC MOXKHO 6LICTpO YAQJINUTh WA OHU CaMU CTUPAKOTCA 4Y€pPC3
KaKoO€-TO BpEMs. Nx HEMOCPEACTBEHHOC HECTaTUBHOC BOS)IGI\/'ICTBI/IG, MOXET 6LITB, N HEMHOTI'O
cna6ee, HO OHHM HNpUYy4YarOT YCJIOBCKA K HMX HAHCCCHHUIO, U BIIOCJICACTBHU OH 0e3 0co0BIX
BOSp&)KGHHfI MOXKET COITIaCHUTCA HAa HAHCCCHHUEC ITOCTOAHHBIX ((YKpameHHﬁ)) HOJIO6HOFO poaa.

OckBepHEHHE Tella PUCYHKAMH TaTy MOJ00HO 3apaXEHUIO0 Ce0sl CepbEe3HBIMU KOXKHBIMU
3a00/eBaHUSIMH, HMEIOIIMMU camble TsDKKME —mociencTBusi. Hampumep, Oyayuu
HAHECEHHBIMH Ha TaK HA3bIBAEMbIEC «IPOTECHHBIE 30HBDY, TATYUPOBKHU BHa4YaIe BO30YXKIAIOT, a
3aTeM MOJCIYIHO YTHETAIOT T€ (PYHKIMU 370POBbs, KOTOPHIE OTBEYAIOT 3a JETOPOXKIIEHUE,
HACJIEICTBEHHOCTh, OTIIOBCTBO M MAaTEPUHCTBO.

OO6paruTe BHUMaHME: OYEHb MOKA3aTENbHBIM SBISETCS TO, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO TaTyHPOBOK,
Ja)ke LBETHBIX, HEM3MEHHO HOCST TPYMHBIA OTTEHOK, M €ro HUKaK He yaaercs yoOpaTb,
CKOJIBKO Kpacutenel He noOaBisil. M 3To He mpocTo Tak, MO0, HUKAK He MOTPELINB MPOTUB
HCTUHBI, MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO TaTYHPOBKH OPOCAIOT CMEPTHYIO TEHb HA YEJIOBEUYECKYIO TYIITY.

JIJICTBUE TaTYUPOB T TaTH, MUPCUHTA U aHAJIOTUYHBIX UM MOJIHBIX YBICUCHHMA
Bcenencteue ta OBOK a TaKXe, KCTaTH, CUHIa U aHaJo 0 eue
y Jofed dYacto TUnepTpodUpyroTcs WM MPUXOAIT B YHAJAOK IKU3HEHHBIE CHIIBI,
YTPaYUBAIOTCS )KEHCKUE U MY>KCKHE KaueCTBa, U3BPAIACTCS WIIA UCYE3a€T CMBICIT JKU3HHU.

JIErKOMBICIIEHHO «IIOTIOPTUB ILIKYPKY» TAaTyUpPOBKOM B MOJOJOM BO3pacTe, YEJIOBEK HE
MOA03PEBAET, YTO OH MOCTABUJI HAa CBOE TEJI0 HEKUM «T€HEepaTop HecuacTuiy. Bnocnencreuu
OH OyZeT 4acTo HeJAOyMeBaTh — Hy, OTKy[a XK€ y Hero OOJIe3HH M MOYEeMY €ro MPECIeayroT
Hey/aud, BUAMMBIX MPHUYMH JJIs KOTOPBIX Bpone Obl He cymiecTByeT?! C BO3pacToM JOaAu
YacTO JKAJICIOT O COBEPIICHHOM MTyMOCTH, OAHAKO Y/IaJIeHHE TaTy BeCbMa MpoOIeMaTuyHO.

[Ipuuem, cremyer UMeTh B BUAY, YTO Ha Jylle, HE UMEIOLIeH O1aroJaTHOro XpUCTHAHCKOTO
BOCIIMTAHHA W 3allIUThI, HCTATUBHBIC CIICABI TATYUPOBOK OTIICUATBIBAIOTCA OYCHDb JICTKO, 4 BOT
CBETIIbIC U AOOPHIC BIMSHUS €10 BIUTHIBAIOTCS OYEHb TPYAHO. DTO U MOHSATHO, BEAb COPHSIKH
BCEI/1a IPOpacTaroT ObICTpee.

E.H.: «MHOrna Ha miske NpuxoAWIOCh BCTPEYaTh JIML, Y KOTOPBIX HAaHECEHbI TaTYUPOBKHU B
BUJIC LIEPKBEH, MKOH U Jaxe, mpoctu [ocnoau, Xpucra u boropoguiel. MoxkeT ObITh, ¢ UX
n300paKeHUEM B YEIIOBEKE MOSBISIFOTCS KaKHUe-TO A0OpbIe KadecTBa?»

B.JL.: VBBl Het! Takue TaTyMpOBKH BCTPEUYAIOTCS BECbMA 4acTO, HO BOT JJOOPBIX KaUeCTB OHU
HUKOMY HE MpHOaBIsAOT. be3HpaBCTBEHHOCTb, arpeccusi, *KECTOKOCTb, IMPECTYMHOCTb, C
OJJHOW CTOPOHBI, U TaTyHMPOBKH, C JAPYTOH, HE TOJIBKO OKa3bIBAKOTCS TECHO B3aMMOCBS3aHBI
JIpyr € JAPYTOM - OHM MPEACTaBISIOT NUTATEIbHYIO IMOYBY OIHO Uil Jpyroro. Hemapowm
TaTyMPOBKH SIBJISIIOTCSI HEIPEMEHHBIM aTpUOyTOM YrOJIOBHOTO MUPa».

E.H.: A 4o Xe nenarb, €CJIM TaTYUPOBKHU YK€ HAHECEHBI?»

B.JI.:«1) Ecnu 3T0 BO3MOXHO, TO HY>)KHO HOMBITaTbCi MX yAAJIUTh WIH, 110 MEHbIIEH Mepe,
CBECTH 10 MUHMMYMa.

2) XKenareabHO MPUHECTH LIEPKOBHOE MOKAHUE U MOIYYUTh OTITYILIEHUE I'PEXOB.

3) HeobxonuMo oOpaTUTh BHUMaHHE Ha CBOE JIyXOBHO-HPAaBCTBEHHOE COCTOSHME W HadaTb
IIOCTETIEHHO TePeCcTpanuBaTh CBOW 00pa3 >KU3HH, CTapasch OCBOOOKIATHCS OT HETaTHBHBIX
NPOSIBIICHUN CBOETO XapakTepa. [Ipum 3TOM Hy)XHO NMOHMMAaTh, YTO AOOHTHCS ycIieXa B 3TOM
Jie7ie MOYKHO TOJIBKO C MOMoIIbi0 Bokuel, a MOoNyduTh ee MOXKHO, JIMIIb OOPaTUBIINCH K
OTIBITY TIPABOCIIABH.



4) B nTore CJIeayeT cacjiaTb TAKOC IMOBCACHUC ITPAaBUJIIOM CBOCH KHM3HH.

Taxoe npe06pa3OBaHHe CBOETO OBITHS ITO3BOIUT YCJIOBEKY HC TOJIBKO 3arjlaaiuTh MOCICACTBUA
TaTYUPOBOK, HO U TPCOAOJICTb MHOT'UC APYTUC HCYCTpOﬁCTBa.

MoyKHO cKa3aTh €Ie MPOINe: BCe ATH PEKOMEHJAIMM HE BBIXOASAT 32 PaMKH IPOCTOTO H
YECTHOTO TMPaBOCIAaBHOTO ObITHs. JlepKUCh TpaBociaBusi, M TeOS OOOWIYyT MHOTHE
HEB3TOIbI!»

E.H.: «IlogBenem utormy.
B.JI.: «/la, ckazaHO yXke I0CTaTOYHO MHOTO U SICHO, UTOOBI BCE BCE MOHSLIH.

Korna taTtyupoBKy nenany UHACUIIBI WK WHBIE TOJ00HBIE UM TUIEMEHa, 3TO ObLIO OoJee Win
MEHEe OIpaBJaHO: MHOTHE COTHH JIET Ha3aJa B WX OOphOE 3a BBDKHBAHHE MM, MOXKET OBITH,
ObUTH HEO0OXOMMBI 3BEpUHAs MOIIIb M KaueCTBA; 3a/Ja4M PACKPBITH B CBOEH myiie oOpasa u
nono6ust boxkust mepes; HUIMHU HE CTOSUTH. A BOT €CJIM COBPEMEHHBIN YeJIOBEK XPUCTHAHCKOU
UBUIM3AIMH HAYHET O0€3lyMHOE 3aUTPhIBAHUE C ITOM OKKYJIBTHO-MarnueCKuii TEXHUKOH, TO
9TO MOYKET NMPUBECTH TOJIBKO K 3aIyTHIBAHUIO €T0 TyIIU B MHPEPHAIHLHOU MayTHHE.

He uckirodeno, 4To MeAuIMHA OyIyIIero HalIeT Kakoi-HuOyIbh CIIoco0 ux Ooiee Wik MEHee
OBICTPOrO U MOJIHOTO yAalleHUs, OTHAKO M B 9TOM cllyuyae UX HaHeceHue He Oy/eT MoJie3HbIM
HU JJI4 TeJa, HU, TeM OoJiee, IS TyIIIH.

I'maBHBINM BBIBOJ M3 BCEro 3[€Ch CKAa3aHHOIO TAKOM: TaTyMpPOBKA IPHUBOAUT K TOMY, YTO B
MIPOU3BOJISIIEM €€ YEJIOBEKE HM3BPAIIAlOTCS BAKHEWIINE JTyXOBHbIE Kaue€CTBa WJIM, TOYHEE,
3aJI0)KEHHBIH OT POXJEHHs B ero ayme obpas u nomodue bokume. Jlyma uckaxkaercs u
opaboIIaeTCsi HECBONCTBEHHBIMU €W, MCKYCCTBEHHO HAaBEIEHHBIMHM CHJIAaMU, B CTapuHY
CKa3aiu Obl - YapaMH.

3nech yMECTHO BCIIOMHHTH YKOPU3HEHHOE oOpalleHue cBaTtoro amocroia I[laBma
HEKOTOpBIM JtofsiM: «He 3HaeTe nu, 4To Tena BamM CyTh XpaM KHUByIIEro B Bac Cesitaro
Hyxa, Koroporo umeere Bbl oT bora?» (1 Kop. 6.19). Bor Tak, Hamm Tema - 3To Xpam
BoxxectBennoro Jlyxa, W ykpamaTh €ro HaJo OJaro4ecTHeM M JOOPHIMH JelaMHu, a He
HACKaJIbHBIMU PUCYHKaMH TaTyHPOBOK. MBI - HE MHIEHIBI U HE 3aTepSBIIMECS B JHKYHIVISIX
TuieMeHa. XO0Tenoch Obl, YTOOBI HAIM CIYIIATEIH paccKa3add 00 3TOM CBOMM JCTSAM MU
CBOMM 3HAKOMBIM, M, MOXET OBbITh, OHHU 33JAyMAIOTCS - 3a4eM HaM HaBA3bIBAIOT
pa3pylIUTENbHbIE MAarHYeCKUe TEXHUKH U TSHYT Ha3aJ B JIajiekoe U JUKoe mporuioe? A eciu
9Ty Mepeaady yCIbIIIany MOJIOJbIE IO, TO MYCTh OHU JIENAal0T COOTBETCTBYIOIINE BBIBOIBI
Y HE TOJIAI0TCS Ha MOI00HBIE, XOTSI U MOAHBIE, HO OYEHb BPEIHbIE UCKYIICHHUS.

Kax rosopun caroit anocron [laen: «Bce MHE MO3BOIUTENBHO, HO HE BCE MOJIE3HO». JTO B
TIOJTHOM MEPE OTHOCUTCS U K TATYUPOBKaM.

Buxtop Jlapkun 26 nexadps 2013 .

HOW THE FATHERS WALK WITH ANGELS ON
THEOPHANY

Priest Sergei Begivan
Translation by OrthoChristian.com

The feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a special day for all Christians. And the reason for this
is in the greatest of the gift that the Lord gives us through the Church.


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/authors/3446.htm

Giving Theophany water to the faithful. Photo: Anton Pospelov/Pravoslavie.ru

Many people are not very familiar with the reason why this feast is called the Theophany,
and what is the essence is of these events recalled by the Church. But all of us know that on
this day water is blessed in the Church; furthermore, on the feast of the Lord’s Baptism, all
the water in the world is sanctified. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the “nature of water”
is sanctified on this day, and this sanctified water, in a certain sense, cleanses the whole
planet and sanctifies it.

The most important trait of holy water is its incorruptibility, without having any change to its
chemical composition. Incorruption belongs to the Kingdom of Heaven, and when we
sprinkle something with holy water, we want to impart to it God’s grace, present in the water.
And the first place we all want to see sanctified is our home.

The period between the feast of Theophany and the leavetaking of the feast (January 6/19—
14/27) has always been used to this aim. The first thing that points to this is the request
during the ectenia on the day of the Theophany “for those who draw and take it [holy water]
for the sanctification of homes.”

It must be noted that house blessings can be complete or abbreviated. The complete house
blessing is only performed once (like the consecration of a church). A complete house
blessing can only be repeated in special cases (for example, after desecration, fire, or
something of that nature), just as in certain cases a full consecration of a church is performed
(for example, in 1923 when St. Hilarion (Troitsky) re-consecrated the cathedral in the
Sretensky Monastery after it was defiled by renovationists). A lesser house blessing can be
repeated often.



A house blessing

A lesser house blessing does not have a fixed rite, and different priests practice it in
different ways. But in every case, there is the singing of the troparion of the feast of
Theophany[1] and sprinkling with holy water. Many of the faithful often ask why it is
necessary to have a lesser house blessing if the house was previously consecrated according
to the complete rite, and if they can bless it themselves.

The first question can be answered in the same way as it would about a church, as noted
above. Especially since, during the period of early Christianity, private homes were used as
churches for the serving of the sacraments. Even in our own times, confession, Communion,
and Unction can be administered in private homes to the ailing, and sometimes even Baptism;
therefore the comparison of a home with a church is perfectly appropriate.

So, a church is normally consecrated according to the complete rite only once. However,
every time it is appointed to have a lesser blessing of the waters, the inside of the church is
sprinkled again (for example, on the day of the icon of the Mother of God “Of the Life-
Giving Spring” on Bright Friday; on the feast of the Procession of the Honorable Wood of the
Cross of the Lord on August 1/14; and a few other days). On a church’s patronal feast day it
is customary to sprinkle the church on the outside as well, during the cross procession around
it. On August 1/14, the Typicon appoints the sprinkling not only of the church, but of all the
parish or monastery buildings (Typicon for August 1).

Why should this be done if the church or monastery has already been sanctified once and is
also continually sanctified by our prayers and the Liturgy?


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/67647.htm#_ftn1

A house blessing

Let us remember that the grace of a holy person permeates even his clothing and other objects
that come into contact with him. Thus, for example, the cloak and belt of the Apostle Paul
healed the sick (cf. Acts 19:12). That is why we revere not only the saints’ relics, but also
their clothing, household goods (for example St. Seraphim’s iron pot, where the famous dried
bread is blessed), or abode. It also happens the other way around. As St. John of Kronstadt
wrote, “All of nature, all the elements are constantly defiled and corrupted by human sins and
the dark and evil spirits who live in the air, infecting it with various corrupting breaths and
sicknesses.” Also, for Adam’s sin the whole earth was cursed (cf. Gen. 3:17), and the Apostle
Jude in his epistle calls us to hate even the garment that has been spotted by the flesh (cf.
Jude 1:23). And of course, this defilement also touches human habitations, and even God’s
churches. Therefore, as righteous John of Kronstadt continues his thought, “There is an
urgent need for church sanctification and healing of these elements.”

Now let us answer the question of whether we can sanctify our homes ourselves. Of course,
the Church does not forbid this. If it is not possible to invite a priest, you can sing the
troparion of the feast and go through the house sprinkling the walls with holy water from the
Theophany. But if a priest can bless the house, it is better to do it that way. It is obvious that
the prayer of a layperson is not the same as the prayer of a priest, who is a bearer of apostolic
grace. Along with the priest, as the troparion in the rite of a house blessing says, holy angels
enter the house: “Now here with the entrance of Thy priestly servants and with them Thy
holy Angels, grant Thy peace to this house...”



The lesser house blessing is not only done after the feast of Theophany—it can be done any
time there is a need. For example, if there has been a protracted sickness in the house.

Not everyone who desires it can have his house blessed. After all, the first condition for being
given God’s gift is faith in Christ. It is not possible to bless the house of people living in
unrepented mortal sin. For example, it not possible to bless the house of an occultist, drug
dealer, sectarian, etc. Often such people have no intention of changing their lives, and
blessing their house would be like a blessing on them to continue in their sin. However, it
does happen sometimes that within such a family there is believer who suffers from the
behavior of the other family members. For instance, I once blessed the apartment of a man
whose wife was dabbling in the occult.

Of course, a person who participates in Church life should have his housed blessed according
to the complete rite. But there are many places where people never heard of such a thing, and
Orthodox Christians in those places have always simply sprinkled holy water in their houses
themselves. God sees their simplicity and gives them grace according to their faith. Thus, in
one village where I provide spiritual counsel, there was one such case. One of these homes
always invited me to sprinkle their abode and pray there. A couple of years ago there was a
severe thunderstorm in the village, and ball lightning flew into that parishioner’s house
through an open window. It flew through the entire house including the bedroom, where they
were sleeping in the bed, and then flew out the window. God preserved them from harm, and
there was no fire. The worst that happened was the damage to a few electrical wires. That is
how powerful the lesser house blessing is!

Nevertheless, we must all remember that although the Church sanctifies everything around a
person—his house, car, and fields—he can defile it all in a day by his behavior. Then the gift
of grace will be scorned, and this will become one more cause of his condemnation.
Therefore, we must first of all strive to sanctify our heart by prayer and good thoughts, and
then the blessing of our external abode will bring benefit and peace to our souls.

Priest Sergei Begivan
18/01/2014
[1] When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made
manifest. For the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, calling Thee the beloved Son.
And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed His word as sure and steadfast. Thou, O Christ
Who hast appeared, and enlightened the world, glory to Thee.

THE JORDAN REVERSED ITS FLOW!

http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/67581.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player embedded&v=CfmrqZwUjCQ
Source: [Report

This specific video was recorded through a cell phone camera on the day before Epiphany
Day (according to the Julian Calendar, on January 18, according to the “new”, so-called
Gregorian Calendar) in 2006, during the blessing of the waters which takes place every year
on the same day in the Jordan, at the very same spot where Jesus Christ himself was baptized.


http://www.ireport.com/docs/DOC-40252
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/67581.htm
file:///C:%5C%5CUsers%5C%5Cuser%5C%5CDownloads%5C%5CHow%20the%20Fathers%20Walk%20with%20Angels%20on%20Theophany.docx#_ftnref1
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/authors/3446.htm

Those who have visited the Holy Land or those who plan to visit in the future, should know
that when one stands on the Israeli side the current of the Jordan always flows toward the
right. This can be confirmed by anyone who visits the Jordan at any time of the year.
Every year, however, on the same day (the day before Epiphany Day according to the Julian
Calendar, January 18, according to the “new” Gregorian Calendar) during the blessing of the
waters, the same miracle is repeated (some years with more intensity) that, according to our
Holy Church, occurred when Jesus entered the Jordan to get baptized by Saint John: “the
Jordan reversed its flow!”

On January 2006, I had the opportunity to witness the occurrence of the miracle and along
with more than 4,000 pilgrims from various nations, observed in awe this Great and Unique
miracle, which was recorded with a cell phone camera by one of the pilgrims we knew and
which we considered our spiritual responsibility to share with you as infallible evidence of
our Lord’s presence amongst us.

During the ceremony which was led by Theophilus the Third, the Patriarch of Jerusalem (who
was standing on the same bank with us, that is on Israel’s side), and by one of Jordan’s
Orthodox priests (whom we were able to see on the other bank of the river, on the Jordanian
side) the waters continue to flow as usual toward the right. However, as soon as the Patriarch
and the Jordanian priest dropped the Cross into the river, chanting “En Iorthani Vaptizomenou
Sou Kyrie” (that means “During your Baptism in Jordan, Lord”), the waters started
mysteriously to bubble in places. The bubbling then spread, and the river developped two
currents (!), one running to the right and another running to the left, with the two currents
finally merging into each other! Eventually, after a few minutes, the miracle was completed!
The new current was steadily flowing! The Jordan had reversed its flow like then, when God
Himself was baptized in it and Blessed it!

This miraculous occurrence lasted (more or less) as long as the two Crosses remained in the
river. Right after the Crosses were taken out, the Jordan started reverting to its original course
(to the right) until the change was complete.

In the next few days the news of the miracle started spreading all over the world. For example
in Russia, the news service “Interfax-Religion” reported the news as follows:

“Moscow, 24 January 2006: around 5,000 pilgrims from around the world became witnesses
of a miracle, which took place in the holy river Jordan on Epiphany day.

Immediately after the Patriarch Theophilus of Jerusalem blessed the waters, the Jordan started
flowing backwards, exactly as it did after Jesus’s baptism, as the daily newspaper Zhizn
(Life) wrote.

At the very moment when the silver crosses were dropped into the calm waters after the
blessing, the river started bubbling, and there was turbulence in the water, while the flow of
the river was reversed for several minutes.

A yell of surprise and awe from the 5,000 people present enlivened the Judaic desert. People
had difficulty believing what their very own eyes could see, exactly as it was 2,000 years ago,
when Jordan reversed its flow the moment Jesus Christ entered its waters.”

See the Jordan River reversing its flow after the Holy Cross was dropped into its waters and
believe the Truth, because, as the greatest prophet of Orthodoxy Saint Kosmas the Aetolian



has taught us, “the depths of wisdom I explored; all religions are fake. This I truly
understood: only the Orthodox Christian Faith is correct and holy. And this I finally tell you,
you must be happy to be Orthodox Christians and you must lament for the unfaithful and the
heretics that walk in the dark.”
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