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Pacnucanue oorocavikennii / Timetable of Services

Saturday 6 June
5.30: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6ienue

Sunday 7 June: All Saints / Beex ¢BATBIX
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacer u boxectBennast Jlutyprus

Monday 8 June: Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast / Hauaso IleTpoBa nocra

Saturday 13 June
5.30: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6ienue

Sunday 14 June: All the Saints who have Shone forth in Rus / Beex cBATBIX, B 3emMJ1e
Pycckoii npocusiBIinx
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxectBennast Jlutyprus

Saturday 20 June
5.30: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6acuane

Sundav 21 June: All the Saints who have shone forth in these Isles / CoGop Bcex

CBATHIX, HA bpuTanckux ocTpoBax U B pJaHauy NpocusiBIINX
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10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxectBennas Jlutyprus

Monday /monenenbHuk 22 June / 22 urons 18.00-
23.00:
Visit of the Wonderworking Kursk Root Icon of the
Mother of God / Ilocelnenue HaNIero xpama

4yyn10TBOpHON MKOHOM IlpecBsaTol boropoaunbl
Kypckoii-KopeHHoi

Saturday 27 June
5.30: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 61enune

Sunday 28 June
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxectBennas Jlutyprus

Patronal Feast: Saturday 4 July
IIpecToabHbii npa3aHuk: Cyo0ora 4 uiojs

Church News

Baptisms in May
3 May: Anastasia Rogers

15 May: Sara Blanaru
23 May: Nikita Bursacovschi

Wedding in May
Mihai Crasmaru to Elena Crasmaru

INPASAHUWUK OCBOBOXKJIAEHUA

XpucruaHckue napaswieau Beankou [1o6eabt
®edop Iaiida
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Mo6ena 1945 (cbparmeHT). XyaoxHuk: M. KpmBoHoros. 1949

ITacxa — mpa3guuk Mcxona, mpa3gauk OcBoboxkaerus u [1o6eapl. 3HaMeHaTeIbHBIM CTaJI0
To, uro Ilacxa 1945 roma mpumnuiach Ha 6 wmas (H.CT.), Korja IIpa3aHyeTcs /IeHb
BesmmkomyueHnka ['eoprusa ITobemnonocra. 1[epKOBbIO CBATON BOWH OBLI MPOCJTIABIEH KakK
«IUJIGHHBIX CBOOOJMMITENTh W HUIIUX 3allUTUTENIb, HEMOIICTBYIOIIUX Bpay, Ilapeu
nmobopHuue». Mmsa T'eopruil ¢ rpeyeckoro 3HAYUT «3emiezesien». YV Mmojo0HO CBATOMY
leopruto, MUWLIHOHBI MYy4YE€HHKOB-3e€MJIEIEIbIIEB, OTOPBAHHBIX OT POJAUMOM CTOPOHBI,
[marajyd BCJIEZ] 3a COJIHIIEM, OCBOOOKIAs, 3allMINas, Bpadys W OOpsch, AOOBIBasi CBOIO
mobesry HaJ CMepThio. M yIMBUTENBHO JIM, YTO Te IOOE/Hble BECEeHHWE JHU ObLIu
MIPEUCIIOJTHEHbl XPUCTUAHCKON CUMBOJIMKH? Beap B3akaHUMBasach KpYMHEHIIass U
KPOBOIIDOJIUTHeMIIas B MHUPOBOM HCTODHUM BOMHA — BOMHA, /UIA Halled CcTpaHbl
HauaBIasicsA B JeHb Bcex cBATBHIX, B 3emye POCCHICKON NMPOCUABIINX (22 HUIOHA 1941 T.).
HauaBiivch HEBEPOSITHBIM BCEPOCCHUICKUM CT€HAHMEM, OHA 3aBepIliajiach TaKOH MO0OeIoM,
KOTOpOH Mup eme He Buaaia. [lobemoil, 03apeHHOUN MpPEIBEYHBIM CBETOM VICTUHHOU
ITacxanwsHoi ITo6esaml. ..
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MoabuTckas TiopbMa

Tspxeneiimue 6om 3a bepnmH nmpunuinch Ha okoH4aHwe Benmkoro ITocra. B JlazapeBy
cy00oTy 28 ampensa Obuta B3fATa W3BECTHASA CBOMMH IIBITKAMH OEpPJIMHCKAs TIOPbhMa
«Moabut». B Hell comep:kaii IPOTUBHUKOB PEKUMA, IIOCTENIEHHO U METOIMYHO ITpeBpaIas
UX B JKHBble Tpymnbl. Temeph CKJelN CTaj ImycT.. TioppbMa U BeChb OJTHOMMEHHBIH palioH
Bepsiuna mosydmim HasBaHUE B 4ecTh Oubielickoil 3emutn MoaB, KUTETH KOTOPOH
IBITAJINCh  BoclpenATcTBoBath Hapoay bBoxkpemy poctuub OO6GeTOBaHHOU — 3€MJIU.
MoasuTckuil 1japb obparasics K npopunarenio Bamaamy: «IIpokysHu MHe Hapoy ceid, 160
OH CIJIbHEH MEHs: MOXKeT ObITh, 1 TOr/Ia Oy/y B COCTOSHUU IIOPA3UTh €r0 U BBITHATDH €r0 U3
demsin». Ho Bor ckazan Bamaamy: «He mpoxsimHaii Hapoaa cero, 00 OH 0J1arocIOBEH».
Banaam GsiarocsioBusI M3pawINTSAH, IpescKasas: «BocxoauT 3Be3na ot MakoBa u BoccTaer
’ke3J1 oT V3pawis, u pa3uT kHA3eil MoaBa u cokpyuiaer Bcex cblHOB CudoBbix. Eqom Oyzer
oz, BiasieaneM, Ceup OyzieT 1oy, BjIaieHHEM BpParoB CBOUX, a VI3pawmspb SIBUT CHUJIy CBOIO.
[Tpoucmenmmuii ot MakoBa oBJajieeT M MOTyOUT ocTaBIeecs oT ropoga» (Yucia. 22:6, 12;
24:17-19). ...B 3TOT /1eHb BOMCKa BHINILIU K IIEHTPY bepsnHa, a 29 anpess, B mpa3gHuK Bxona
Tocniogusa B Mepycannm, MPUCTYIWIH K TypMy Pefixcrara. Torma ke Ha pa3HbIX ppOHTAX
HayaIach KauUTYJIAIU HEMEIKUX BOMCK, 3aHUMABIITHUX 000POHY IPOTUB COI03HUKOB.

lenepan Moanb nognucsiBaeT kanuTtynaumio Nepmanum B Penimce 7 mas 1945 roga

30 ampess HacTal BeJIMKUi TIOHEeeIbHUK, KOT/Ia 0eCIIOHOW CMOKOBHUIlE OBLIO CKa3aHO
«/la He OyzeT ke BIIpeab OT TebsI I10/1a BOBEK» — U OHa ToTuac uccoxyia (Md. 21:19). B ToT
JIeHb IOKOHYIJI ¢ cob0it Astonbd ['utinep. Ho 6ou mpoopkaauch ele ABa IHA, U TUIHHA B
Bepiune Hacrasa simmib K Bennkomy derBepry. K 3TOMy BpeMeHHU B IIEJIOM 3aBEPIIHIINCH
CTOJIKHOBEHMs M Ha UHBIX ydacTkax ¢poHra. Hauanace MaccoBas cpada B IIEH.
HO6€,Z[OHOCHI)I€ BOfICKa BbIXOAWJIX HaA JIMHUIO COIIPDUKOCHOBEHHA C COX3HHKaMU.
[TpeanacxaJibHBIM Be€YEPOM 5 Mas HAYaJIbHHUK INTaba cor3HUKoB Y.b. Cmur mnepeman
HeMellKkoMy ImpeacTaBuTesro  Opumedypry TpeboBaHHe TeHepasa OH3eHXayspa o
ITOBCEMECTHOH KAIUTYJISIUK KaK Ha 3arazie, TaK ¥ Ha BOCTOKE.
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OcBobOXEHHbIE 3aKntoYeHHble koHunareps Jaxay

6 Mas HacTynwiIa npaBocsiaBHasd [lacxa. B ocBOOOKIEHHOM 3a HEIEJIIO /IO TOTO KOHIIarepe
Jaxay macxajpHOe OOTrociay:KeHHe II0 IaMATH COBEpIIAd TIpeueckue M cepOcKue
CBSIIIEHHUKY, HAJ[EBIIIME CcaMOJeJbHble OOJIaueHUusT Ha CBOM II0JIocaThie POOBI... Tem
BpeMeHEeM HeMeIlKOe KOMAaH/IOBaHMEe Hauajlo MePEroBOPhI O MOJTHON KanmuTyJIsanuu. B HOUb
Ha CBeTJIBIH ITOHEIEILHUK B PeliMce akT ObLT mojimucaH. Yepes ABoe CyTOK 110 TPeOOBAHUIO
COBETCKOT0 KOMaH/I0BaHUs OH ObLI MpoaybiupoBaH B bepinHe ¢ ygacTtreM opUIIHaTILHOTO
npencrasuresnsa CCCP mapmasta 'eoprus 2Kykosa.

K. XykoB Bo Bpems noanucaHus Akta o 6€30roBopoqHON kanutynauum Frepmannm
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llenn IToGenwr mpasmHOBasicss 9 Mass B CBETJIyIO Cpealy, B JieHb MaMATH Bcex CBATBHIX, HA
CuHalicKOl rope moaBu3aBIINXCsS. [IepBbIM M3 HHUX ObLIT MPOPOK Mowcel, y3peBIIUd Ha
Cunae HeomajimMylo KyNmUHY U TIOJYYHUBIIUH OTKPOBEHHE O TPSYIIEM OCBOOOMKIEHHUHU
cBoero Hapojia. Otkposenue o [Tobene, Mcxone, o ITacxe.

Cantot Nobeabl B Mockse

“I WORE THE CROSS AND FELT THAT I COULDN’T LIVE
WITHOUT IT”

Interview with a former Krishnaite Andrei Kolobov

Priest George Maximov
More than a year ago, Spas TV channel introduced a new missionary program, “My Path
To God”. The host of the program, Priest George Maximov, interviews people who
converted to Orthodoxy from various non-Orthodox denominations and confessions.
Today we present to our readers an English translation of Father George’s interview with
former Krishnaite Andrei Kolobov.
Father George Maximov: Hello. You are watching My Path To God, a program about people
whose path to Orthodoxy was challenging and who had to re-consider their ways for the sake
of this conversion. Today our guest is Andrei Alexandrovich Kolobov. For a long time he was
very closely involved with the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON).
Many of you met the representatives of this movement. They often call themselves
Vaishnavas, but in our country the term Krishnaites is more common. Andrei Alexandrovich,
please tell us how you got involved with this organization.
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Andrei Kolobov

Andrei Kolobov: I joined them just like everybody does. I met people from this organization,
started reading their books and attending their meetings regularly. So gradually, I became a
member.

Father George: Did you consider yourself Christian at that time or were you simply searching
for the truth?

Andrei Kolobov: I was on an active spiritual quest then, and had absolutely no experience of
church life.

Father George: What was it that attracted you to ISKCON? Their teachings or organization?
Communication? Maybe somebody’s personal example?

Andrei Kolobov: It is difficult to single something out, as it was all of the above. I can’t say
that the teaching was very appealing. It is fairly confusing, non-systemic and self-
contradictory. Just like Hinduism in general. But as an inquisitive person, I got interested
and thought I should pay some attention to it. That is how my gradual submersion into these
teachings began.

Father George: You spent a fairly large part of your life in that organization...

Andrei Kolobov: About 13 years, if you count from the moment I first learned about the
movement to the moment when I abruptly quit it.

Father George: This is a lot. You probably made friends and built your social circle during
that period?

Andrei Kolobov: Yes, my social circle almost entirely consisted of Vaishnavas, as you
correctly called them using their internal terminology.

Father George: Were there any initiations?

Andrei Kolobov: Yes, I was initiated.

Father George: I can imagine that a person whose life was connected to that movement for a
long time and who had his entire social circle there must have a very serious reason to quit.
What was that reason for you? Did you start doubting the teachings or the organization? Or
was it something else?



Krishnaites and the idol of Swami Prabhupada

Andrei Kolobov: I was always doubtful about the teachings. As I mentioned earlier, they are
contradictory and inconsistent. I asked the senior devotees™ who, according to their rank,
must answer or at least try to answer my questions. But during my involvement with that
movement I never got any answers. They either said something vague or laughed it off. There
were some reasonable answers, of course, but the main questions remained unanswered.

Father George: Which ones, for example?

Andrei Kolobov: Firstly, the books by Bhaktivedanta Swami that the teaching is based on are
self-contradictory. This is the first thing that catches the eye of a person who received a
secular education and has a consistent worldview. It is difficult to destroy this worldview as
our school forms it fairly clearly and consistently. But that is what the Society for Krishna
Consciousness does. You can say it is destructive in that respect. It gradually destroys your
worldview and when your worldview is fragmented, they fill your mind with a multitude of
myths, so you live as if in a fairy tale, in some kind of delusion. These fairy tales are
inconsistent and their plots are always contradictory. You have to give up, stop noticing these
inconsistencies and learn to live with them. Otherwise, you cannot become a Krishnaite and
you are treated like disposable material. Those who cannot be broken leave the organization.

I will demonstrate this by an example. The teaching is based on a myth. It is so primitive,
that it isn’t even a philosophical system; it is in fact a myth based on Mahabharata. These are
the fairy tales that are told to newcomers. The first thing that they start bombarding
newcomers with is “This is five thousand years old! This is ancient! This is the most ancient!
Human civilization is based on all this, the rest was just added later...This is the ancient
language, ancient wise men lived for hundred thousand years, then people’s lives became
shorter,” and many other things... If you try to understand all this without unconditionally
believing everything right away, questions arise. If this was written five thousand years ago
and passed from mouth to mouth before that, and there was an advanced civilization, there
should be some traces of this civilization. This is the first question. Such civilization could
not have disappeared without a trace, right? Why, then, in India they only find artifacts of
primitive people from that period of 5000 years ago—polished stones, bones, etc.—that is,
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evidence of very primitive life? Why can’t they find any evidence of that civilization? With
time, the number of these questions increases, and I am not the only one asking them.
However, all you get is pseudo-scientific answers.

Sri Srimad A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Besides, there are many inaccuracies. Prabhupada fabricated a story about new “ancient wise
men” that never existed. He also put his own words in the mouth of famous authors who
really did exist. He referenced various works saying that this is where it was said. Ok, but
what if you take the time and find that reference? You find that book and read it, but those
words and even thoughts aren’t there. So, where did he quote them from? In India exact
quoting is generally uncommon. It is part of the culture. Over there, people fully rely on the
person’s authority. If he is a recognized wise man, everybody worships him anyway. So if he
says “It was said in Purana” or “According to Upanishads this mantra is redeeming,” nobody
checks if it is true. Even if you're in a big meeting of your peers, they just say, “It is said so
there”. And that’s it. Nobody checks the quote. It is part of the culture. Here this doesn’t
work and if it does, it is not easy, because if you say, “It is said so”, you have to prove it,
which is quite easy to do as the texts are available. This is indeed their big problem. I think I
would have quit this delusion earlier, if at that time more texts and studies were available. I
really missed having serious literature. While in this sect, I was ready to read, as I was open
to their ideas. But there was very little I could find. Later I dug myself in scientific literature,
but this was research, not simply reading. There was no reader-friendly literature about this
after the breakup of the Soviet Union. That is why we were defenseless against this massive
attack.

This was promoted aggressively, not in terms of attitude, but in terms of quantity. That is,
you are simply overwhelmed by a huge amount of information, including a mass of legends
and statements like “Look, this temple is 2.5 million years old...” How can you check, refute
or confirm that? It can’t be done. So most people think “Ok, it is probably so.” Imagine
yourself as such a person, you would probably think: “There are three hundred
knowledgeable people in this hall, should I be the only one to stand up and object? I'm not



an India scholar, I've never been to India... So, maybe it is true, let’s assume that this is
correct.” In the end, your mind is so full of these assumptions that this quantity transforms
into quality. You become lost and simply try to follow at least some train of thought, without
losing your mind in the process. In general, it seems interesting, so you feel you need to learn
that. This is how it happens.

Father George: What did they say about Christianity? They can’t hush up the fact that Russia
is a country with Christian culture and people that come to them have more or less a
Christian upbringing.

Andrei Kolobov: Of course, they can’t avoid it. They don’t really hide their derogatory
attitude. They say that “Christianity is a secondary religion. It is not at all ancient and is
considerably younger than Krishnaism. Basically, they say that Jesus came for people who
were desperate. He is just one of the teachers, one of possible ways for those who cannot
reach the higher level. God is merciful, though, so for those freaks who can’t even refrain
from eating meat, there is such a concession in the form of Jesus’s teaching.” This attitude is
not even concealed, they speak of it openly at their meetings. It is even recorded and
available on YouTube.

Father George: You said that during all this time you had some things you didn’t understand
in the teaching. However quite a few years passed before you decided to quit the
organization. What motivated you to do so?
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Krishnaite feast

Andrei Kolobov: Yes, there was a motivation. A great personal tragedy happened and it
shook me. I must note that people are leaving ISKCON'! all the time. At least this used to be
the case. I don’t know the current situation, but it is unlikely that anything drastically
changed since I left. When I left, this was very common. Many people joined, but many
people quit too. All their teachers talked about this during the meetings. They said that this
was their problem and that we needed to do something to stop people from leaving. I have
my social circle and I saw how people changed. Many of them changed in a frightening way.
All of a sudden, people developed the qualities that are not only considered sins in
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Krishnaism, but are disgusting from a general point of view. And when your close
acquaintance, your friend, somebody you prepared feasts with, suddenly does this...

Father George: What feasts do you mean?

Andrei Kolobov: Krishnaism has a kind of food cult, and joint eating of consecrated food is
very important. In the Western world, this all started with Prabhupada. A very intimate
atmosphere is created at such a feast. You feel closeness to people you cook with, consecrate
all that food in a ritual and then, as Krishnaists call it, “partake” of it; i.e., in plain words,
simply eat it. You feel very festive and joyful at that moment and get close to people. That is
how the friendship starts usually, at the table or rather “on the floor” because all of this
happens on the floor. The plates are placed on the floor. In India they just use some sort of
leaves, but we used disposable plastic plates. People just walk between the rows and put food
on them.

So, coming back to my quitting. I was among the cohorts of pupils of Harikesa Swami. All
current leaders of Russian Krishnaism are his former pupils. He quit ISKCON, resigned from
the sannyasin®! status and got married. This story was quite popular in 1998. This was a
serious shock for me. God did not simply lead me away from them—He actually pushed me
away. Then one Krishnaite who was very close to me died. That was when I was really...
overwhelmed. I started seriously thinking about what was happening. Where am I? What is
happening to me? How did I get here? And during that time—I think it is important to
emphasise—someone was praying for me. I know who it was. I know how long that person
has been praying. I know how tearful that prayer was. As a result, I started seeing things
more clearly. I lived in Moscow at that time and still went to Krishnaist temple on Begovaya
street. Once I was taken to Sretensky monastery where I bought a cross. I still wear it. Many
year later, I was baptized with that cross. But at that time, when I first wore it, I realized that
I am not going to take if off. That is how it started. About that time I also got my prayer
beads...

Father George: Krishnaist prayer beads?

Andrei Kolobov: Yes. Using prayer beads is not a simple thing, it is very serious. As required,
I used the prayer beads when I was chanting 16 rounds every day. 25 rounds on Ekadasi.™* I
followed the rules and did everything that was necessary... Krishnaists know what I mean. I
didn’t stop my communications with people—it is a very important issue in Krishnaism—you
can’t isolate yourself. They always emphasize that if you are alone, if you are away from the
community and you are not communicating with Vaishnavas, you will burn out very soon.
So, once I took the prayer beads and suddenly realized that I will never chant those rounds
again. I didn’t throw the beads out. Just placed them carefully and respectfully on the table.
My wife threw them away few days later. I also removed mala from my neck at that time (the
prayer beads and mala are made from a wood that is sacred for Hindus). I understood that I
will never chant japa® again. It’s not like I gave myself a word not to do it, I just had this
inner understanding. I felt I didn’t need chanting any more. I once counted how many of
those “sacred words” I recited while I was a Krishnaite. I don’t remember the exact number
now, but it was more than a million for sure. They all simply turned to dust, like an idol. You
know, like the miracles you read about in the lives of saints, the idol just turned to dust.
Imagine this, I was there for so many years, chanted, meditated, devoted my time to it. I
brought in many people, distributed books, preached and delivered lectures. This was
important for me, this was a huge part of my life, this was the song of my heart... And
suddenly all this is turned to dust by a lightest breeze. I just touched it with my finger, and it
all collapsed.
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Campagnola with his wife

Father George: But you didn’t come to Christianity right away?

Andrei Kolobov: No. I wore the cross and felt inside that this was mine. I thought I'd just
wear it and that would be it. No obligations. So what if I felt something... I also took prayer
beads some time ago and was wearing mala, so I was more realistic about it. However, I
understood: I want to wear that cross. I need it. I can’t be without it. We’ll see what will
happen next. Then there was another memorable moment. I was taken to Kolomenskoye.
There is a river bend, a very beautiful church with tent-shaped architecture from the times of
Ivan the Terrible. I got out of the car, saw that snow white church, the sun on a summer
day... There was a guy with semantron, he just stood there and played it. And I heard the
music of Russian spirituality, as I understood it at that time. This was how Rus’ sounded.
This was something that my ancestors listened to. I stood and listened, and then suddenly I
was overwhelmed. This was not sentimentality that is so popular with Krishnaists. I
practically experienced catharsis. I suddenly saw Rus’. I lived in Russia for so many years, yet
I saw nothing Russian. It’s not that it wasn’t there—I simply didn’t see it. And here it
suddenly came to me. This was my second step, and it gave me the air I could breathe. I
suddenly realized that I was in a Christian world. Then came the books. A lot of books. I like
to read, I read a lot even when I was a Krishnaite. So a simple thought came to me: Why
don’t I read some Christian literature?

I should emphasize a very important aspect: I was very skeptical about Christianity. I tried to
test it, find faults with it. I remembered how Krishnaism collapsed for me, simply turned to
dust. I really didn’t like that experience. When you’ve been building your spirituality and
trying to reach God for 13 years and then discover that not only didn’t you move from your
starting point, but got you buried up to your head in the sand, in some kind of desert... You
feel very uncomfortable. This experience made me try to attack Christianity. I tried to crush



it. I had aggressive arguments with all the Christians that talked to me. I tried to find faults
with them. I tried to find faults with the Bible. I tried to find contradictions there as well. But
Christianity was solid as a rock; I couldn’t even chip off a little piece.

And all those Krishnaite lies about Christianity turned out to be baseless. During those years,
I didn’t know anything about Orthodoxy. Our teachers told us: “Well, they are some kind of
meat-eaters... Jesus was a good guy, but they murdered Him... He was their teacher, their
guru, and what did they do? We here honor our gurus. He came to those barbaric ancient
Jews and they killed their guru. What can you expect from this culture? There is nothing to
talk about.” That was it; Krishnaites do not go any further in their views on Christianity. The
same thing is happening today. Krishnaites mostly try to influence young people. What can a
young person understand there? A few days ago I talked to one such person. A young guy, 20
years old, a student. His mind is completely blank and he doesn’t hear what you say. He is
overexcited and filled with all that information... 5000 years, culture, Bhagavad-Gita, etc. I
told him: “Let’s just think about it, there is more information that you can read”. It is very
difficult to talk to such people.

Father George: Did your old friends try to talk to you to get you back?

Andrei Kolobov: I quit very abruptly, so no such attempts were made.

™

Missionary Krishnaite

Father George: Just recently, I learned that at some skating rink in the northern Moscow
Krishnaites opened an outlet where they give away free food and tell people that they are
Vaishnavas, that they have this culture, etc... I understand this is their missionary activity.
With Krishnaites, it frequently involves giving away free food. Why is that? Why is it so
important for them to share their food with strangers?

Andrei Kolobov: There are both religious and social aspects. From a religious point of view,
according to their internal mythology, the consecrated food is Krishna himself. That is, from
Christian point of view, this food represents things sacrificed unto idols. From Krishnaites’
point of view, this food is consecrated and the person who eats it comes into contact with a
deity and is thus blessed. This is a magical form of preaching. When somebody eats that



food, Krishnaites watch that person with anticipation, thinking: "Well, did you understand?
Do you get how great He is?” From a social standpoint, this is a method of creating a positive
image in the society. They say, we're feeding the hungry, what can be wrong with that? This
is good from all points of view. When there is any conflict, a war, people shoot at each other,
children and elderly suffer as they are obviously the most vulnerable, immediately these
easy-going guys show up and start giving away free food. It is risky, so they come off as
heroes. The bullets are flying, for example in Chechnya, and we are cooking rice and offering
it on the altar for the hungry. Well, we don’t have to tell people about the altar, otherwise
they might refuse to accept the food. In general, from the society’s point of view, it is a good
deed. All of this is very carefully documented by Krishnaites. Official thank-you letters are
collected, for example from the head of administration of some district or city. Later these
letters are used to promote the organization. This is a very well thought out policy that allows
them to get their foot in the door and create a positive image of the organization. Krishnaites
don’t have many things like that. Their other actions just irritate people. So they have two
strong arguments like that. First: We are feeding the hungry and you treat us badly. And we
have a thank-you letter from this official and from the other important person... even signed
by so-and-so himself... How can you argue with us? Second: We were persecuted during the
Soviet times. It is true, several people died in prisons during the Soviet times. They were
deliberately humiliated and given only meat because their jailers knew that they were
Vaishnavas and were not supposed to eat meat. This did happen. Several people were indeed
imprisoned. But not more than that. However, Krishnaites always show it off and, to a

Krishnaites give away prasada in Grozny

Father George: In the Soviet Union every religion was persecuted, even shamans from
Siberia were arrested and imprisoned in the 1930s. So, one can say that persecution was a
general policy and doesn’t prove the validity of any religion. Although it may demonstrate
the degree of people’s commitment to their beliefs.

Andrei Kolobov: This shows the perseverance of people, nothing more. Deluded people are
sometimes very steadfast.

Father George: Is there something that people converting from Krishnaism to Orthodoxy
should pay a special attention to when they start leading a churched-based life? The systems
are very different. Perhaps, many things in Orthodoxy seem very strange to such people?



Andrei Kolobov: I don’t think so. We live in Russia and know Russian culture from
childhood. These Hindu teachings are brought from the outside and are very artificial—all
those karmas, reincarnations... Even if we don’t know Christianity in depth, inside we still
unconsciously agree with Christ, with many of His commandments and teachings. It is in our
blood, in our air. Krishnaites actively use that, and in originally Christian countries
Krishnaism has a very distinct Christian character.

Father George: This is an attempt to blend in, to make missionary work easier.

Andrei Kolobov: Yes, they include things that are not and cannot be present in classic
Vaishnavism. It inevitably becomes apparent in the western adapted neo-Krishnaism. This
really upset me when I got to understand both systems to a certain extent. Something that
doesn’t even have any roots in Krishnaism is suddenly presented as originally Krishnaite.
Krishnaism itself is fairly ancient in the Hindu culture, but this Hindu Krishnaism is
different from what is described by western Krishnaites.

Father George: Thank you very much for your story, Andrei Alexandrovich. I hope to God
that many of those who are far from Christ but have the love for the Truth in their hearts
would find the strength and courage to come to Christ and find the consolation, peace and
solid support that you found.

Andrei Kolobov was interviewed by Priest George Maximouv

[1] “Senior devotees” are the most trained, active and respected people in each Krishnaite community.

[2] ISKCON is transliteration of English abbreviated name of the organization - International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

[3] In Hinduism, sannyasin is a wandering hermit and preacher who chooses the life of complete self-
renunciation. Harikesa Swami (real name Robert Campagnola) is an associate and personal secretary of
Prabhupada, the founder of ISKCON. Based on Prabhupada’s instructions Campagnola was promoting
Krishnaism in Eastern Europe. In 1998, he quit ISKCON and criticized this organization.

[4] in Hinduism, ekadasi is the eleventh day after the full moon and new moon of every month. These days
are considered favourable for spiritual practices and “purification”.

[5] In Hinduism, japa is a practice of meditative repetition of mantras or divine names. Prayer beads used
for chanting japa, usually consisting of 108 beads, are called japa-mala.
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