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Pycckass n Ykpaunckas Illkona, Tearp u Pucoanmne / Russian and Ukrainian School,
Drama and Drawing Classes: Sophia Bown: safi@mail.ru

Bockpecnas Illkona / Sunday School: Mary Kisliakova: mary0170@yahoo.com

Cropox / Caretaker: Paul Hopkins, 69, Military Road

Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sY Ty8s

Pacnucanmne borocavikenuii / Services in December

Thursday 3 December
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6nenue mpasnauka Beenenus Bo xpam IlpecBsatoit boropoauisl.

Friday 4 December
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHas uTyprus npa3aHuka Beenenus Bo
xpam I[IpecssaToit boroponuus!.

Saturday 5 December
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6enue

Sunday 6 December
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u BoxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturdayv 12 December
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6enue

Sunday 13 December
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u BoxxecTBeHHast TuTYyprust



mailto:safi@mail.ru
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s

Saturday 19 December
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6xenue

Sunday 20 December
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacel u bokecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Saturday 26 December
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6xenue

Sunday 27 December: Sunday of the Holy Ancestors / CsB. IIpaoTiioB
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u bokecTBeHHast TUTYPTHsI

Baptisms in November:

14 November: Dimitri Owens

14 November: Maxima Burrage
14 November: Alexander Raducan
15 November: Nikhail Antonov

21 November: Elena Zaharia

Wedding in November:
15 November: O. and husband

«Camom cTpawHon yrpo3omn PycckomMy MUpPY ABNAETCA KPanHUN
HaLUWOHaNU3My

06.11.2015

Cesmediwud MNampuapx Kupunn npuHsan ydyacmue 8 omkpbimuu V' BcemupHo20 KoHepecca
€COOMEeYeCcCmMeeHHUKO8, NPOXUBaOWUX 3a Pybexom ...

Buepa Ceametiwul Nampuapx Mockosckuli u ecesi Pycu Kupunn npuHsn yyacmue 6 omKpbimuu u
nneHapHom 3acedaHuu V' BceMupHo20 KOHepecca COOMmeYecmeEeHHUKO8, MPpOoXusarouwux 3a pybexom,
coobwaem [Nampuapxus.ru.

Meponpusimue cocmosnock 6 KoHapecc-3arne LieHmpa MexdyHapodHol mopaoenu 6 Mockese.

Cobpasuwuxcs npusemcmeosasniu MUHUCMP UHocmpaHHbIx 0enl Poccuu Cepeeli Jlagpoe u npedcedamerib
Cosema ®edepauuu Poccuu BaneHmuHa MameueHKo.

Bamewm k yyacmHukam KoHepecca obpamurics [Npedcmosimens Pycckol lNpasocnasHou Llepksu.

«51 cepaevHO NpPUBETCTBYHO BCEX Bac, COOpaBLUMXCA B cTonuue Poccun Ha cTaBlueMm yxe TpaguUMOHHBLIM
BCEMMPHOM hopyme npeacTaBUTenelt pycckos3blvHbIX 0BLUH, - npousHec CeaTenwmn Brnagpika. - Xoten
Obl OT AyLUM NO34paBUTb NPUCYTCTBYIOLIMX C OTMEYaBLUMMCS HakaHyHe obLlleHaunoHanbHbIM Npa3aHUKOM
— [Hem HapogHoro epguHCTBa, AHEM npocnaenenna KasaHckom ukoHbl bBboxuen Matepn. Bces
MHOroBekoBas uctopus Hawero OTedecTBa ybeauTenbHO CBUAETENbCTBYET O TOM, YTO CMNOCOBHOCTb K
NpeofoneHnio pasgeneHuin, KoHconuaaunsa nepes NUMUOM BHELIHWX U BHYTPEHHWX BbI30OBOB HEU3MEHHO
Obira 1 0CTaeTCcsl OAHUM U3 BaXKHENLINX, ONPEAEnsoLMX Ka4ecTB Hallero Hapoga.


http://www.patriarchia.ru/

«3HameHaTenbHOo, - NPOAOIKUN OH, - YTO AaHHbLIA OopyM npoxoauT B rof npasgHoBaHus 1000-neTtus co
OHS npecTaBneHnsl CBATOrO PaBHOANOCTONbHOrO BENUKOro KkHA3s Bnagwmupa, Kpectutens Pycw,
YHUVKanbHoOM urypbl B oTedecTBeHHoW nctopum. NogobHo paBHOANOCTONbHOMY Lapto KOHCTaHTWHY, KHA3b
Bnagnmup He noGosncst NpoTUBOCTaTh BO33PEHNSIM CBOETO OKPYXKEHUS, CBA3LIBABLUENO A3bIYECKME KyNbThbI
C BnacTbto, 6oraTtcTBOM U, Kak Mbl 6bl CEerogHsa ckasanu, KapbepHbiM ycrnexoM. OH U3MeHUN LEeHHOCTHbIe
OPUEHTUPLI CBOEro Hapoaa, Ha Beka onpegenun LMBUNN3auMOHHbIA BEKTOP ero JyXOBHO-HPABCTBEHHOMO U
KynbTYpHOro pa3sutus. CBoMM XUTUEM CBATON KHA3b Bnagnmup siBun Bcem Ham Jo6pbin npumep nogsura
— Kak NNMYHOro, Tak M OOLIEeCTBEHHOro — nogBura, okasaBllero CyabOOHOCHOE BNUSHUE Ha UCTOPUIO
MHOMMX HAPOA4OB U XMU3Hb MUINIMOHOB NIOAEN».

«B npownom rogy mbl oTmeyanu gpyryto 3Hadmmyto gaty: 700-netue co OHSA poXaeHus npenogobHoro
Ceprus, nrymeHa PagoHexcKkoro, MpocnaBuBLLETOCS HE TOMbKO BbICOTOW CBOEW MOABMXKXHUYECKON XU3HHU, -
HanoMHun Ero CesiTenwecTtBo. - 13 uCTopmum Mbl 3HaeM, 4YTO B YCINoOBUsSIX dpeogarnbHOM pasgpobrneHHoCTm
PYCCKOro rocyaapcTBa M KECTKOro MPOTUBOCTOSIHUSI PasfMYHbIX KHSHKeCTB Apyr apyry [lpenogoGHbin
npu3biBan CBOMX COBPEMEHHUKOB K MUPY WU €OMHCTBY, K OObEeAMHEHUI0 pPYCCKMX 3emenb pagu 6opbbbl €
BHELWHUM BparoM. W nobegma, ogepXaHHas HawWMM BOMHCTBOM Ha KynvukoBom none nopg
NpeaBoAnNTENbCTBOM KHA3A dumuntpusa [JoHcKoro, o3HameHoBana cobon Havyamno AyXOBHOMO M KyNbTYPHOIO
BO3pOXaeHus Pycny.

«BHyTpeHHee eOuHCTBO — BOT KIIHOY, OTKPbIBaOWMA OBEPU MHOMMX BO3MOXHOCTEW, - MOAYEPKHYI
Mpeacroatens Pycckon Llepkeu. - Begb Tam, roe eQuHCTBO, — TaM HeobopuMasi cuna v LOyXOBHOE
6parctBo. Tam, rae eQuHCTBO, — TaM HacTosiwasa noboBb M B3auMHas nogdepxka. Tam, rae eQuHCTBO,
CTaHOBATCA BO3MOXHbIMW BEMVKUE «MPOPbLIBLI» B YENOBEYECKOW UCTOPUU: MaTtepuaribHble, OYXOBHble 1
umBunmn3auuoHHble. MNprmep nogobHoro HapoAaHoro eanHeHwWs Gbin SBRAEeH HawuMKW oTuamMu U defamun B
rogbl Benukon OteuvecTBeHHON BoOWHbI, 70-netue Mobeabl B KOTOPOW OTMEYaeTCs B HblHELHEM rogy. Mbl
MPeKknoHseM CBOMW [MaBsbl Nepef NoABUIOM Hallero Hapoga, BCTasllero Ha 3awumty PoguHbl. Llepkosb,
B3Mpas Ha MCTOPMIO YenoBeyecTBa CKBO3b MPM3MYy Bepbl, CBUOETENLCTBYET O TOM, 4TO nobega B 3Tom
BOMHe Takke Oblna nposiBneHnem Munoctn boxuen K Hawum Hapogam, CRAOTUBLUMMCH OIS
NPOTMBOCTOSHUSA 3axBaTYMKaM».

«OpaHako oTevecTBEHHasi UICTOPUSI 3HAET He TONbKO Nobeabl, - OTMETUI OH. - Mbl MOMHUM M O NOPaXEHUSIX,
KOTOpble ObiNU BbI3BaHbl AyXOBHbIM OCrnabneHvem Hapoda, yManeHueM HauumoHamnbHoro eauHcTea. W,
MOXeET ObITb, MPOBUAEHLMANBHO, YTO Mbl OTMEYaeM nNpas3gHMK HAPOA4HOrO €AMHCTBA B [EHb, Korga
noknoHsiemcst KasaHckon ukoHe boxuen MaTepu, B OeHb, KOTOPbIA CBUOETENLCTBYET 00 MCTOPUYECKON
nobene Hawero Hapoga, 0 CNOCOBHOCTM HaLLEro Hapoda K CaMOoOpraHu3aumm, K CUIIbHOMY U CNII0OYEHHOMY
NPOTMBOCTOSIHUIO BHYTPEHHEMY Bpary. CMyTa B yMax, B MOUTUYECKOA M SKOHOMUYECKOW XM3HU Pycu B
XVII Beke Obina onacHenLWnM UCnbITaHNEM, KOTOPOE HAPOA HaLL NPOLLEN C YeCTbio, COXpaHMB cebsl 1 CBOKO
cTpaHy. Cpean OyxOBHbIX MOPaXKEHWI MOXHO Ha3BaTb M peBonoumnto 1917 roga, n 6paToybUNCTBEHHYO
rpaXkgaHCKyl0 BOWMHY, MOPOAMBLUME HECIbIXaHHY BOSIHY 3MUrpaumMm cooTedecTBEHHUKOB. OKTABPbLbCKMI
nepeBopoT, rmbenb Llapckon Cembu, BakxaHanus 6e33akoHWsi, nMpedaTtenbcTBa M Teppopa, MaccoBble
penpeccun — BCE 3TO CTano OrpoMHONM Tpareguen Ans Hawero Hapoga. CTpaHa noTtepsina MUMMMOHbI
nogewn, kotopble Nbo Normbnu, Nnbo GbINK BbIHYXAEHbI HABCEraa NOKUHYTbL Poccuioy.

«OkasaBLUMCb Ha YyXOMHe, HalKM corpaxgaHe BCTanu nepea gunemmon: nnbo yTpaTnTb CBOK OyXOBHYHO
N KyNbTYPHYIO WOEHTUYHOCTb, @ 3aTeM PacTBOPUTLCS, aCCMMUITMPOBATBLCA C APYrMMU Hapodamu, nmbo
BHOBb SIBUTb CBOI CMOCOBHOCTb K eAuMHeHUI0. B ¢BA3M ¢ aTuM s xoTen 6bl NpouUMTUPOBaTh OYEHb BaXKHbIE
cnoBa cBaAtuTens WoaHHa, apxuenuckona LWanxanckoro u  Can-®paHumcckoro, Bblaaowerocsi
npencraBuTeNnss pycCKOW amMurpaummn, 3amedaTernbHOro CBSLLEeHHOCHYXuTens, mepapxa Pycckon Llepksu
3arpanuuen. OH roBopun cneaytoulee: "Pycckum 3a pybexom 0aHo o eceli 8ceqieHHOU ceemumbs c8emom
lpasocnasusi, 0abbl Opyaue HapoObi, sudsi dobpbie Oena ux, npocnaasunu Omya Haweeo... He 8binonHss
)Xe ceoeeo 3adaHusi, Oaxke yHUxasi [Npasocrnasue ceoeli XU3Hbto, Hawe 3apybexbe umeem neped cobol
0ge Oopoeu: unu obpamumscsi Ha nymb MokasHus u u3monus y boza cebe npoweHue, 803po0UBLILCH
dyxo8HO, cOenambcs CrocobHbIM 803p00umb U cmpadarwyto Hawy PoduHy, unu 6bimb emy
OKOHYamersibHO OMeEePXKeHHbIM bo2oM u ocmasambCcsi 8 U32HaHUU, 20HUMbIM 8CEMU, 1oKa nocmerneHHo
OHO He 8bipodumcsi U He uc4ye3Hem c nuua 3emnu”. ImeHHO B 3apybexbe poguncsa cdeHomeH "gpyron”
Poccuun. Ee "mHakoBOCTb" nposiBnsinack B OTHOLUEHUW ToraaluHen, coBeTckon Poccun, HO 9T0 Bbino To xe
camoe OTe4yeCcTBO C €r0 MHOrOBEKOBOW MCTOPUEN U AYXOBHOW KynsTYpol. BOCMOMUHAHUSA M UCKPEHHIO
noboBb K HEMY U yBO3UNN ¢ cobon Hawwm 6paTba U cecTpbl. CKONBbKO Mbl 3HAEM paccKa3oB O TOM, YTO
M3rHaHHWKK, NoKuaas oTyuiA AOM, 3aBOpavMBanu B MIaTOYKM HECKOMbKO rOpCTer pogHon 3emnu, nabbl B
OanbHWX CTpaHax, rae NpUMAeTCs UM OCecTb, YyBCTBOBAaTb CBOK HepaspbiBHYHO CBA3b ¢ PoguHon!» - npusen
OOVH 13 npumepoB CeaTenwunn Bnagpika.

«[OBOPSAT, - MPOJOIMKMM OH, - YTO PYCCKUA Hapod HeApYXHbIA, MpUBOAS B NPUMEP BHYTPEHHIOW
opraHv3auuio 1 B3auMOMOMOLLb APYrMX HauuoHanbHbIX Auacnop. Ho nepeasi BonHa pycckoin amurpauuu,



npyv HanmMunM B HEW Pa3HOMbLICIINS, BCE-Taku OMpOBEpPraeT 3TO yTBepXxaeHue. Hawm amurpaHTbl, cnops
apyr ¢ apyrom Ha ynuuax MNapwka, benrpaga n gpyrux 3anagHbix ropogoB o cyabbe Poccum, o npuydmHax
obLleHaluMoHanbHON Tpareguu, TeM He MeHee, COXpaHsinM CBs3b ApYyr C OPYromMm K co3ganu ¢eHomeH
Pycckoro 3apybexbsi, OTNUYMTENBHOW 4epTOW KOTOPOro Obil HE TOMBbKO BbLICOKUIA WHTENMEKTYarbHbIN
YPOBEHb, OTPaXXeHMEeM Yero cTanu BblgalLmnecs JOCTUXKEHNS COOTEHECTBEHHMKOB B pa3fnyHbIX obnacTtax
HayKu, WCKYCCTBa, TEXHUKM, HO M CMOCOOHOCTb K COXPaHEHMWIO Bepbl, OyXOBHbIX LEHHOCTEN Hapoaa,
POAHOro s3blka M KynbTypbl. IMEHHO B cpefe pycCKUX U3rHaHHWKOB MOSIBUIMCb MHOTOYMUCIIEHHbBIE COHO3bI,
o0LLecTBa, KPYXKW, BOMHCKME 0ObeanHEHWs, KadeTCKne Kopnyca, HayyHble 1 O0rocrnoBCKME LUKOIbI, APKO
Bblpa3uBLLME CTPEMIIEHNE COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB K KOHconuaauun. [MaBHas OCOBGEHHOCTb PYCCKOM
NocnepeBoNOLMOHHON SMUrpaLMmn 3aknodaeTcs B MPOTUBOAENCTBUN aCCUMUASLMN U B COXPAHEHMN CBOEN
BEPbI U KynbTypbl. Pycckue B U3rHaHum B OONbLUMHCTBE CBOEM HE CTaHOBMIUCH (hpaHLly3amMun, HemMUaMu n
amepukaHuamn c "pycckumun KopHamu". OHM Bcerga ocTaBanuCb PYyCCKUMM, MpaBOCMaBHbIMW, Bcerga
Bepunu B Bo3poxaeHue Poccum, nobBM K KOTOpPOM ObINM BeEpHbI M NPUBMBaNM e€e MocneayroLmm
MOKOSNEHNSAMY.

«Cnyxa B 70-e rogbl 3a pybexom, S eLle 3acTan npegctaBUTENel To caMon NepBoOn aMuUrpauum, Kotopble
Bblexanu ns Poccuun, - BcnommHaeTt Ero CeaTenwectBo. - MHorme ns HUx gaxe Ha ucxoge CBOUX OHEWN He
MMENn NacrnopToB TEX CTPaH, B KOTOPbIX XWnu. OHU LWINKM Ha CO3HaTENbHOE CaMOOrpaHNYeHne BO MHOMMX
cdhepax X13HWU, HO Aenanu 3To ToNbKOo 4118 Toro, YTobbl Yepes nornyyYeHne nacnopra MHOrO rocygapcTea He
npeceyb Ty CBs3b C PoanHONM, KOTOPYK OHW nobunum ckBo3b cresbl. OrpoMHOE 3HavyeHue Ons BCew
MHOFOMWIIIMOHHOW pycCkon auacnopbl MMena LlepkoBb, cTaBlasi 00beauHsIoWENR CUMOW, LIEHTPOM
NPUTSKEHUS ANA Hawwmux 3apybexHbix 6patbeB 1 cectep. OHa yTelwana ux, nogaepxueana 1 BOCMonHsaNa
UX OQyLIeBHbIE U AYXOBHbIE cuMbl. CTPEMMeHNe HalMX COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB COXPaHATbL BEPY NPEAKoB Obino
HACTOMbKO CUMbHO, YTO Moau, nepebpaBLunecs Ha HOBOE MECTO XUTENbCTBa, NepBbIM AenoM 3aboTmnmch
0 NOCTPOEHMMN Xpama Wnu, No KpanHen mepe, YCTPOMUCTBE MOMNUTBEHHLIX NoMelleHnin. MHorve nepegaeanm
B Ka4yecTBe fapa BblBE3€HHble U3 Poccum cemerHble CBATBIHU U PENUKBUKM, KOTOPbIE M MOHLIHE MOXHO
BCTPETUTbL B Hawwmx 3apybexHbix npuxogax. Hecnn n nocnegHue cbepexeHns ¢ Hagexgoon obwmmmn
ycunuammn obpectn Mecto MOMUTBbI U OyXOBHOrO yTeweHus. [NokasaTenbHO, YTO 3TO MPOMCXOAMIIO Ha
¢OoHe HEMMOBEPHbIX TPYAHOCTEN C 0OYCTPOMCTBOM COBCTBEHHOMO ObITa SMUIPAHTOB, KOTOPLIE KTUNCE BO
BPEMEHHbIX XUIULLIAX».

«Takas HeoOblkHOBeHHasd nbOBbL K OOMy Bboxmemy npvBMBanacb M NOCNEAYIOLIMM MOKOMEHUAM, -
OTMETWN OH. - Bcerga ¢ ocobbiM YyBCTBOM BCMOMMHAK CBOW OMbIT XXW3HW BAANM OoT POAMHBI, CBA3AHHbIV C
Has3HayeHnem MeHs HacTosaTenem xpama PoxpgectBa [NpecBsiton Bboropoguubl B XKeHee. Xpam Obin
COBCEM MarneHbKuiA, JOMOBbIN, U B HEMO Marno KTO X0A4ur, NOTOMY YTO NPOCTo 6osnuck: Takoe Obino Bpewms,
"xonogHas" BomHa. OpgHako Obina rpynna npuxoxaH, Gnarogapsi y4acTuMi KOTOPbIX OCYLLeCTBAsNach
perynsipHaa ©orocnyxebHast xu3Hb. B Te rogbl npuxogunock no kpynuuam obbeamHATb BOKpYr cebs
npegcrasuTenent MOCMNEPEBOMIOLUMOHHON aMuUrpaumn, MX OeTe U BHYKOB, a TakkKe TexX, KTO MOKWHyM
OteyecTtBO B Gonee nosgHee Bpems. A 6Gnarogapto bora, yto OH npoBen MeHs 4Yepe3 3TOT ONbIT
COMPUKOCHOBEHUSA C NOAbMW, MOCTPafaBLUMMKM B pesynbTate Halwen HauuoHanbHOW Tpareauu, Ho
COXpaHUBLUUMW U CUIy Bepbl, U No60Bb kK cBoeMy OTeyecTBy».

«W cerogHsa Hawa LlepkoBb NpoaosmkaeT HECTU CBOKO OTBETCTBEHHYH MUCCUIO CPEAU COOTEHECTBEHHMKOB,
npebbiBatowmnx 3a pybexom, - 3aBepun lMNMpegcroarens Pycckon Liepkeu. - Hepegku cnyyau, Korga MMEHHO
Ha 4YyxO6uHe nogun obpaluatotces k Liepkeu, nepeocMbICrMBalOT CBOE OTHOLLEHUE K BOnpocaMm Bepbl. Kak Hu
napagokcarnbHO, 3a4acTyto B COTHSIX U TbiCSHax KUMOMETPOB OT UCTopUYeckor PoanHbl COOTEYECTBEHHUKN
Ha4YMHAKT 3HakoMUTbCs C [lpaBocnaBMeEM, XOTS B CBOE BpEMSs, MNPOXMBAsi Ha POAHOW 3emrle, He
NPosIBNSANM K HEMY 0COBEHHOro MHTepeca. Mbl MOCTOSIHHO CTarlkMBaeMcsl C 3TUM SIBNEHUEM U MOHMMAaEM,
YTO 3TO Hecrny4YanHo, Bedb YENOBEK, XMBYLIMIA Boanu oT PoauHbl, Hy)XgaeTcsa B TeX curnax, KoTopble emy
npvaaeT CBsA3b C POAHON CTPaHOW, CO CBOEN 3eMriel, a camoe rfaBHOe — C TeM AYyXOBHbIM CTEPXHEM,
KOTOpbIi Bcerga o0ObeauHsNn Haw Hapogd. [lacTblpckMii  OMbIT  MokasbliBaeT, 4YTo Haunbonbluen
COMPOTUBNSAEMOCTBIO K MOTEpPe KynbTYPHOW WOEHTUYHOCTM obnagalT Bepylowme nogn. JTo cTano
0COBEHHO O4EBUAHBLIM NPU PACCMOTPEHNUM XKMU3HW NOCHEAHMUX BOSIH HaLlLen aMurpauun. Tam, roe HeT Bepbl,
nacnopta cpasy MeHstoTca n PoguHa 3abbiBaetcsa. YTo6bl nonyvatb 6onee BbICOKYHO 3aprnary, 4Yenosek
paspbiBaeT CBSA3b C POAHON KONbIGENbo. A N0AM BEPYIOLLME COXPaHSOT 3Ty CBS3b, NOTOMY YTO LIEHTPOM
MX OYXOBHOW XU3HW CTAHOBUTCS XpaM, yyacTue B LIEPKOBHbIX TaumHCTBaX, B OOLUEN MOMMTBE, B >KU3HU
npuxoaa, B XM3HU 0OLMHBLI. KOHEYHO, 3TO MMEET OYeHb BaXKHOE 3HadYeHWe, B TOM YUCre Ans counanbHoro
cnnoyeHus pycckor amurpauumn. OuveHb 4acTo MMEHHO Mpu NpuUXodax co3galTcs pasHoro poaa
opraHuMsaumy, OUCKYCCUOHHbIE Krybbl, KMHOMEKTOPWUM, TBOPYECKUE KPYXKM WU LIKOMbl. VI 9TO TOXe OYeHb
Ba)XHasi CTOPOHA LIEPKOBHOWM XM3HW, XOTSl, KOHEYHO, CaMOM OCHOBHOWN, CamoW [naBHOW siBnsdeTca obwasd
MONMTBA, KOTOpasi YacTO COEAMHSAET NMtoaen CurbHee, YeM y3bl KPOBHOIO poacTBa».

«LlepkoBb Gbina 1 oCcTaeTcA XpaHUTENbHULEN eauMHCTBa Hapoaa, - noddepkHyn CesTeiwwuin MaTtpuapx. -
OHa He Mo3BONSET PackonoTb BEpPYHLWMUX MO HAUMOHANbHOMY, TEPPUTOPUANbHOMY UMKU NONUTUYECKOMY



Npu3Haky. BaxkHbIM NPUHLMNOM YCTPOEHUS HalmX 3apybexHbIX NpMxodoB sBnseTca obbeamHeHne B Bepe
NMoBepX HaLMOHamnbHbIX U A3LIKOBLIX pPa3nuyni, a Takke NonuTUYecknx npeanodteHnin. W 1o Tparnyeckoe,
YTO CerogHsi NMPoOUCXOAUT B OTHOLUEHWsIX BpaTcKMx HapodoB Ha npocTpaHcTBax ObiBwero CoBeTCKOro
Coto3a, — B nepBylo odepedb UMEK B BMAY YKPAMHCKYIO Tpareguto, — MPUHLMNNANbLHO HE U3MEHWOo
XapaKkTep NpUXOoACKOW XM3HW Hallero Hapoga 3a pybexom. Tam, rae 6binv pycckue 1 yKpauHLbl, TaM OHU 1
NpoJoMmKakT ocTaBaTbCa BMecTe. M HecnyyanmHo Ha ocnabnexve Hawen LlepkBu cerogHs HanpasneHbl
YCUMNUSA KPaMHUX HaLMOHANUCTUYECKNX CUM Ha YKpauHe, MOTOMY YTO OHW SICHO MOHWMAIOT: NOKyaa ecTb
obLlee OyXOBHOE NPOCTPAHCTBO, HWKaKMe CyBEPEHWUTETbI, HUKAKUe rpaHuLbl, HUKaKnMe 3KOHOMUYEeCcKue
NPOTMBOPEYUS HE MOTYT Pa3pyLUNTb 3TY BHYTPEHHIOK, AYXOBHYIO OOLLHOCTb ftogemny.

«[lMo3BonbTe MHE NMPOACIKUTL 3TY MbICIb U CKa3aTb, YTO CaMOWN, MOXET ObiTb, CTPALLUHOW YrpO30N BCEMY
Pycckomy mMupy siIBNAOTCA KpalHWA HaUMOHanNM3M U Henpuatue NpeactaBuTenss MHOM HauMOHaNbHOCTH,
WHOW KynbTypbl, - yoexaeH MNepBonepapx. - Takne niogn He yxueatotcsa B LlepkBu, M Tam TeCHO, OyLUHO.
OHK He cornawalTcst ¢ rMmaBHbIMU Mocbinamu Llepkeu, obbeauHsaowmmmn nogen. Bot novemy cerogHsi
LlepkoBb Halua, Kak HUKakas gpyrasi opraHu3aumsi, cTpagaeTt oT AEWCTBUN KPaNHUX HALMOHANMUCTUYECKMX
curn, B TOM 4ucrie MNOANUTLIBAIOLUX CBOEN HEeratvBHOW 3Heprven OpaToyOuACTBEHHBIN KOHMMMKT Ha
YkpauHe. [locnaHue Hawen LlepkBM COOTEYECTBEHHMKAM, Haxogawmmcs 3a pybexom, npocTto u
HEW3MEHHO: MOMHUTb, YTO Mbl — OAWH Hapoa Boxun, KOTopbIi co3vpaeT cBoe Oyayliee B BEPHOCTU
MHOIOBEKOBOW AYXOBHOW TPaavuMM U B OTKPBLITOCTM K OKpyXatowwemy mupy. Ho ansa Toro 4tolObl BbIXOALbI
M3 CcTpaH ucTopuyeckon Pycu Mornm ocTaBaTbCs 4acTbilo €AMHOW LUMBUNU3auuK, COXPaHATb CBOKO
CaMOObITHOCTb, Bepy, TPaAULUMOHHYIO CUCTEMY LEHHOCTEM W, KOHEYHO Xe, OOLWWIA SA3blK, OOHUX NULb
ycunun Llepken HegocTaTtovHo. Heobxooumbl COBMECTHbIE LEPKOBHO-TOCY4AapPCTBEHHbIE TPyAbl, @ Takke
YCUMWIA OpraHM3aumin COoTeYECTBEHHUKOB. OTO TOT MyTb, KOTOPLIA HAM NPEACTOUT NPONTM BMECTEY.

«Hawe OTe4yecTBO M Hall Hapop nNepexuBanu B3neTbl U NageHus, nobenbl M nopaxeHusl. M Bcerga
BEPHLIM CPEACTBOM YyCTOSAITb B Gopbbe ocTaBanocb eaMHCTBO Hapoga. Xoten Obl npu3BaTb BCHO
MHOFOMWUIIIMOHHYIO PYCCKYH AMAacnopy XpaHWTb, Kak OparoueHHYH XEeMYYXMHY, €OUHCTBO CO CBOeM
nctopuyeckon PoavHon, apyr ¢ ApyromM, CoOXpaHsiTe eQuHCTBO Llepkeu, koTopas Bcerda HaxoauTcs BMecTe
CO CBOMM HapopaowM, kak B OTeyecTBe, Tak M 3a ero npeaenamu. focnofb Aa XpaHUT BCEX Bacy, - 3aKMHO4UI
Ceatenwuni MNatpunapx Knpunn.

TERRORISM IS SATANISM

Metropolitan Hilarion's (Alfeyev) address to the Russian Duma

Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev)

On November 20, 2015, Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk, head of the Moscow
Patriarchate’s department for external church relations (DECR), addressed the united
session of the Federation Council and the State Duma devoted to problems involved in the
struggle against terrorism.

Met. Hilarion, emphasized that the perpetrators of these heinous acts are not religious but
satanist, and all of us must transcend politics to form a united front against this current
evil.

Esteemed Participants in the Session,

Brothers and Sisters:

On behalf of His Holiness Kirill, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, and on behalf of the
whole Russian Orthodox Church I would like once again to expressed deep, heartfelt and
sincere condolences to all those who have lost their loved ones in the plane crash over the
Sinai.

War has been declared on Russia. It has been declared by a criminal terror grouping which
names itself ‘Islamic State’ and which has been notorious for its monstrous evil deeds
throughout the world.

We must clearly realize that it is not a war of one religious confession against another. The
very notion of ‘religious terrorism’ can only lead us astray. There is no religious terrorism
whatsoever. Those who have unleashed this war do not deserve to be called the faithful. They
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are Satanists because they do the will of the Devil, bringing to people grief, death and
destruction. They are cursed by both religious leaders of all confessions and ordinary people
— believers and non-believers alike throughout the world. And the only way to cope with
them is to destroy them systematically and purposefully, tracking them down wherever they
are hiding and eliminating them collectively and individually, for each of them poses a threat
to tens, hundreds and thousands of lives.

The whole world community must unite in the struggle against terrorism. The events of
recent weeks have pointed to the acute need to create without delay a real mechanism for
opposing terrorism on the global level. Actions are needed, not words. And contradictions
among states and differences on political issues should be sidelined.

Let us recall the last great war. Citizens of the Soviet Union, America, Great Britain and
France fought side by side in it. Weren'’t there serious and profound contradiction among the
countries of the anti-Hitler Coalition? But those contradictions were sidelined when it was
needed to defeat the brown plague.

The time has come to rally against the new plague, to rally and to win.

But along with the destruction of the already existing armed bands, the most important task
is to ensure the prevention of terrorism. And here it is necessary to establish another
coalition — one that would unite secular and religious leaders. This coalition is needed above
all in order to safeguard our people, especially the youth, against the influence of the
criminal ideology which uses religious slogans as a cover.

War against terrorism is a war in the spiritual field. The principal frontline goes through
people’s souls. For this reason, we should struggle against terrorism not only in the theatre of
hostilities, but in the first place in the battlefield for souls and hearts.

The thing that happened to a student of a major state university, recruited by terrorists,
should serve for us as a serious warning. If we do not take urgent measures, there will be
many more such student girls and boys before long.

What are these measures? First of all, it is the education of children and youth for respect of
traditional religions. It is no secret to anyone that extremism under the banner of religion is
developed first of all on the ground of complete illiteracy with regard to religious matters,
when people without conscience or positive moral guidelines claim as Islam what is not
Islam and call upon people in the name of Allah to commit grave crimes running contrary to
the very essence of religion.

It is time at last to decline the understanding of separation of the Church from the state and
school from the Church which presupposes that religion should not be directly present in the
secular education space. Today as never before the teaching of the Basics of Religious
Culture is needed in school and this experience should be broadened. Our children must
know the truth about religions, not the falsehood that Satanists dressed up as believers may
inculcate in them.

We should complete the work to create the academic field of Theology in the secular
education space with all the ensuing consequences including the right to be granted state-
recognized academic degrees in this discipline. How does it bear on the problem of
terrorism? Most directly. In the Russian context, theology — not secular, nor ‘super-
confessional’, as some seek to impose on us after the western fashion, but bound to
traditional confessions — may become a unique platform for cooperation among the
traditional religions of our country.

It is time to reject liberal clichés. The thing to be afraid of is not religion but ignorance in the
matters of religion. The thing to be afraid of is not the much-talked-about ‘clericalism’, which
is used by westernizers to intimidate our public, but the thing that may happen if our
children and youth are cut off the source of true knowledge about religion.

Special responsibility lies today on the clergy of various religious confessions. An important
role belongs to Islamic leaders who are called to tirelessly show to their faithful that what
terrorists present as Islam is not Islam in reality.

It is necessary for the state and religious communities, through their common efforts, to
promote the preservation of the traditional values in our people on which their life has been



built for centuries. Young people in Europe could not be recruited in the ranks of militants so
massively if spiritual values and the institution of family have not been ruined and if
consumerism, sexual perversions and the ideology of profit have not been inculcated in them
so consistently in the last decades.
Multiculturalism, so popular in Europe, presupposing not only the equality of all religions
but also their absence from the public space, has fully exhausted and discredited itself today.
Ideologically Europe has nothing to set against terrorists. It is only a Europe, strong and not
ashamed of her roots and her own religious identity, that will be able to oppose fanatics who
are so sure of their rightness that they do not spare their own lives to destroy the lives of
others.
Russia has a unique role to play today. Millions of people in the Middle East are looking to
Russia with hope. Indeed, they have pinned their hope on the West for a long time but have
ended up with nothing. Russia has become a world leader today in the struggle against the
plague of terrorism, and in this we see the historic role of our people brought up on Christian
spiritual and moral values and ideals with full respect for the faithful of other traditional
religions.
Yet because Russia has found herself in the forefront of the struggle with global evil, risks are
growing too, as the tragedy in the sky over the Sinai showed. Bowing our heads before the
memory of all the dead, let us give a promise today, no, not to avenge them but to do
everything that depends on us to prevent such a thing from recurring.

Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev)

DECR Communication Service

23/11/ 2015

DISCOVERING THE GRAND DUCHESS ELIZABETH
A Conversation with English Pilgrims in Moscow
Jesse Dominick, John Harwood, Maria Harwood, Paul Oxborrow
A group of sixteen pilgrims from England recently made their way to Russia to explore the
spiritual treasures of Moscow, and particularly those relating to the lives of their parish
patron St. Elizabeth the Grand Duchess and New Martyr, and all the New Martyrs and
Confessors who suffered under the Communist Yoke in the twentieth century.

They took some time out of their busy schedule to chat with us at Sretensky Monastery and
offer their thoughts and reflections on their trip, as well as the history and current state of
Orthodoxy in England.

Comments by pilgrim John Harwood are introduced simply with "—", those by his wife
Maria with "—(M)", and those by fellow pilgrim Paul Oxborrow with "—(P)".

—Tell us about the group you’re here with and the community in England

—The community that we come from, which nearly all of us are attached to in some wayj, is a
small chapel on the south coast of England in Sussex. Technically it’s the bishop’s podvoriye
but in fact it’s really just the local Orthodox community, with one nun, Mother Martha who’s
with us now. We had a priest but unfortunately we lost the priest who lived locally—he’s gone
to live in the Netherlands, so now we have a priest who comes from Oxford because the
bishop can’t find us a local priest yet. So we just have two services a month now which is very
sad. We used to have many, frequent services.

So that is our group. Some of us are not Orthodox but are very interested. There are four
non-Orthodox and one of them is particularly close. The rest of us are Orthodox—some
English, and all sorts of different ethnicities. Mother Martha is Russian. We have a
Belorussian lady. Maria, my wife is Russian. We have a Bulgarian man who is very nice who
goes on pilgrimages frequently. He’s always somewhere exciting and interesting, and the rest
of us are English—several converts to Orthodoxy. Our priest, Fr. Stephen, is English. We

"
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have with us a girl who has lived nearly all her life in England but is of Russian parentage. So
that is our group—a mixed and friendly group.

—And who is the patron saint of your community?

—Our community is the New Martyr Grand Duchess Elizabeth, and all the New Martyrs of
Russia. Originally there were great plans of having two altars so that’s why we have two
dedications. Our pilgrimage is, in fact, centered on the New Martyr Elizabeth and the other
New Martyrs. So we’re going to the Martha-Mary Convent, and this afternoon we came here
to the New Hieromartyr Hilarion.™!

—Will you go to Butovo?[2]

—Yes, we’ll go to Butovo, Novospassky ...

—(M): And also to places connected with the life of the Grand Duchess Elizabeth and Sergei
Alexandrovich.

—My wife is very interested in the life of the couple when they were married before the
assassination of Sergei Alexandrovich, so we’ve seen various places from their lives.

—(M): We were at Neskuchnii Sad today where they had a house where the headquarters of
the Russian Academy of Sciences is now, and the governor-general house on Tverskaya. We
have people with us who have never been to Moscow, so this is also an opportunity to see all
of the city.

And Sretensky Monastery is important for us of course because of the New Martyrs," and
especially St. Hilarion Troitsky. And we were very excited to see this new church.[4]

—Yes, it’s very wonderful and we hope to come back and see it when it’s completed. But the
whole itinerary was very expertly organized by Maria and it’s really turning out so far to be a
great success, and we hope it will continue to proceed the same as it has these two days. And
our last day we will see the Moscow parish house—the Patriarch recently consecrated the
church. It’s the eparchy headquarters, and it has connections with the Council of 1917 where
some of the meetings were called. I believe it’s the administrative headquarters for the
Moscow Diocese.

—(M): And of course there is the Martha and Mary Convent, which we will visit tomorrow for
the Sunday Liturgy. That will be a high point in our pilgrimage and we will be shown around
the convent and meet the sisters. We are very excited about it.

John is an expert on Orthodoxy in England and he has written a lot of articles. He knew
people who are now saints such as St. John Maximovitch, and he also knew Fr. Nicholas
Gibbes, who was the English teacher for the Tsar’s children.

—Fr. Nicholas died in England of course.

The bishop who was bishop when I first became Orthodox actually remembered attending
liturgies of St. John of Kronstadt. Can you imagine?

—That’s amazing! Could you share some of your memories of St. John, or what this priest
remembers about St. John of Kronstadt?

—He remembered it wasn’t all happy as the books tell you. There were many people who
were very opposed to St. John of Kronstadt and when you went to the church there would be
crowds of people outside making a big row and shouting and telling people not to go to this
nonsense. There were always many disturbances around the church doors. A lot of people
were very opposed to him for various reasons—political reasons, because he was a strong
supporter of the monarchy.

—How was it that you knew St. John Maximovitch?

—He was actually the local bishop when I first became Orthodox.

—In England?

—No, but England was part of his diocese. He had the title then of Bishop of Brussels and
Western Europe, but I don’t know why Brussels. He never lived there. He lived in a tiny
Russian house in Versailles, outside Paris. He used to come over a few times a year on the big
days to serve. Then after he went to America they split England and made it a separate
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diocese, but while he was here it was part of his diocese. So he was our bishop. I remember
the services beginning with a long list of hierarchical names. We would remember
Metropolitan Anastasy who was still alive until 1965. I don’t know how old he was—he’d been
a bishop for sixty years—can you imagine? It was a unique length of time.

—(M): It was he who wrote the first work about the Grand Duchess Elizabeth. He realized
her importance and her personality. I always come back to his article.

—And he was a poet. He wrote several poetic pieces in her memory. He was a very cultured
man.

Anyways, there would be this great string of bishops. They would commemorate Met.
Philaret because Met. Anastasy had retired, and then Abp. John, and then Bp. Nikodim who
was the vicar bishop.

—(M): Why don’t you tell him about your spiritual father?

—My spiritual father was a most interesting man—Fr. George Sheremetev, from the family
Sheremetev.

—The airport family? There is a major airport in Moscow named Sheremetovo.

—Yes, absolutely. He went from being one of the wealthiest young people in Moscow to being
penniless. He had a cardboard suitcase that was very feeble. He showed me and said, “This
was all I was able to bring, and when I find I can’t get my possessions into it, I throw some
away, so that everything fits into it.” And this was a man who before the revolution used to
come to England three times a year to get new suits—once for the first fitting, then for a
second fitting, and then the third time to take it home.

—I was at the Sheremetevo palace a few weekends ago. To go from that to a cardboard
suitcase is indeed a huge change!

—Absolutely. Yes I used to go to him for confession and he lived in a tiny flat in Kensington
that had been given to him by some wealthy person, and it was just a tiny room—there
wasn’t even room for a table, and he would just sit on the edge of the bed because there was
nowhere else to sit.

—Did he give any typical advice that you can remember?

—Oh yes, he said lots of memorable things. He used to say, “Never let the words of the
Gospel become stale by over familiarity. And if you find that they do, that you know them so
well that they’re not getting through or striking you at all, stop reading them and read them
in a language you don’t know very well.” For me it wasn’t difficult to find such a language,
and he said that you'll be forced to slow down to such an extent that you’ll find something
fresh. This is wonderful advice that I've never heard from anyone else. Yes, he had wonderful
things to say.

—(M): Our Fr. Stephen inspires us to use two languages, which is usual in England—Russian
and English during the service. He says it’s very important for you to listen to Slavonic if
your native language is English, so that maybe you’ll get some fresh understanding of the
Gospel, and vice versa for the Russians—don’t be angered by too much English, because it’s’
very important for you to listen to these familiar texts in a language which you're trying to
understand; and in comparing, new ideas come to you—“Ah! This is how it sounds in
English,” and “Oh, do we understand the same in Slavonic?” So, it’s quite an interesting
experience that we have with our various languages.

—Another pilgrim with us is Paul who has been Orthodox for a very short time, and I think
maybe his perspective could be interesting.

—(P): I don’t have a great deal to say. I've been Orthodox for about two months. I've been
coming mostly to the Greek church for about eighteen months, but also to the Russian
church. I find the whole story about the Grand Duchess Elizabeth very inspiring and I'm very
interested to find out more about her life.

—Of course she also had English blood.

—She was English in a way, because her mother had enormous influence on her and she was
English. I think she was more at home with the English language than with German. I don’t
think they used much German in the family—only with her father.



—(M): Maybe sometimes with her sister too, but the biggest part of her letters are written in
English. Her letters to Tsar Nicholas are in English. And she had English servants.

—On our site we often post lives of the western saints. Did the English pre-schism saints play
any role in your conversion, Paul? Or is there much veneration for them in your
communities? Is there much awareness of them?

—We have been on pilgrimage to several local saints. We do it less now because we don’t
have a priest that’s close to us, but we did go on a number of local pilgrimages and they were
very successful. The authorities of wherever we went were very kind to us and allowed us to
have molebens and so on at the sites of the saints.

—(P): I think there’s an awareness of them.

—Yes, much more so than when I became Orthodox. Greeks and Russians were only
interested in their saints and would have had a horror at the idea of adding these saints to
their calendar, but now everybody adds the western saints to their calendars, and icons are
painted. Wherever you go now in Western Europe you find Orthodox have been there and
have left icons at these places. It’s a great change.

—(P): I think it’s something that’s probably less pronounced in the Anglican and Catholic
communities. People know about them but they don’t really play a very lively or active part in
their spirituality or lives. But they’re there in the background.

—(M): There is a great deal of interest in things like icons. A local Anglican vicar, who had a
church dedicated to St Mary Magdalene, asked us to bring an icon from Sofrino, and he very
solemnly installed it in the church and asked us to show everybody how to venerate the icon
properly, and this icon is still there. It’s in a little chapel. So there is a kind of influence. The
Vladimir Mother of God and Christ the Savior are everywhere—St. Paul’s cathedral for
example.

—At Westminster Abbey the first thing you see now when you go in is icons on either side.
—(M): And by the way, our saint, the Grand Duchess Elizabeth, is just above the main
entrance at Westminster Abbey where they have martyrs of the twentieth century.

—Things have changed a great deal. People grumble a lot about how terrible things are, but
things have changed in some ways for the better. For example, ecumenism that people get so
worried about, when I became Orthodox was very one-sided. The Anglicans especially were
very patronizing to Orthodoxy and thought they owned it, and would tell everyone all about
it and not be interested in what the Orthodox said about themselves. Now that is gone. Now
they're anxious to get things from us, which was never the case. They would never have
owned that they needed anything from Orthodoxy in the early 1960’s.

—(M): The most fascinating case was the previous archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan
Williams, who was a Russophile and wrote a book on Dostoyevsky as well as many other
articles on Russian spirituality. Recently we had a charitable concert in Paul’s house, and a
Russian pianist came to play. Lots of rich people came, and they donated some money
towards our community! And an icon of St. Seraphim was there in front of everyone because
it was on his day. Everyone was quite happy about it. We met the former secretary of
Archbishop Williams. We also have a number of people from Anglican and Catholic
communities who regularly come to us. One of them is very remarkable.

— He’s a Catholic priest and he is an expert on all things having to do with the Russian royal
family—he knows everything.

—(M): When you go to his house it’s like a temple to Tsar Nicholas and there are pictures of
them all, and really he has some treasures, including some photos of Grand Duchess
Elizabeth which he said he will give to us when he reposes, including an original portrait of
the Grand Duchess.

—And he’s transcribed all sorts of diaries and unpublished things.

There’s a great interest. Some of it drifts into purely an interest in royalty. At its best it’s
healthy but some of it is mixed up with worship of royalty.

—You said the bishop sends a priest to you from Oxford—how far are you from Oxford? Are
you an Oxford community?
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—We’re not part of the Oxford parish. It’s simply that the bishop decided that this priest
could do it, because we needed a priest who knows Russian and English and not many in
England know both. He’s in the south of England.

—(M): Our communities are quite inter-mixed though. Many people from Oxford come to
our services. It isn’t near but people still come from there and we go there very often to their
feasts. We know each other very well.

Actually, our community is a future convent. We have a nun, Mother Martha, who is on the
trip with us, and she came there nine years ago and started living at this place. We still have
hope that it will become a convent, but it’s very difficult to find nuns to increase the
community. So for now it’s a parish attached to this hierarchical metochion. The place is
unique. It’s beautiful, it’s a big space. It’s very interesting because it’s a very English place.
—English scenery, anyway.

—(M): There’s a very famous castle right next to us, so people come. All the south of England
is our parish. Usually about fifty or seventy people come to the services.

—Mother Martha is wonderfully hospitable so we always have a beautiful trapeza. It’s a very
pleasant place and the children like it.

—(M): The Oxford community was established by Fr. Nicholas Gibbes. He was the first
Orthodox priest there.

—The Oxford parish was founded by Fr. Nicholas Gibbes who became a priest in Harbin,
China, and later came to England and founded the first community in Oxford. He founded a
chapel dedicated to St. Nicholas and then they had a combined parish with the Greeks under
a different name, but now Fr. Stephen has found a beautiful former Anglican chapel, and he
found that it had been dedicated to St. Nicholas, so it’s back to the way that Fr. Nicholas
Gibbes wanted it to be. And that community has been well established for many years, from
just before the Second World War. Of course there are other communities in the south of
England, but these are the two that we know.

Fr. Stephen is the dean for southeast England and he has many university links as well.
We're very lucky to have a priest of such caliber—intellectual, spiritual, and linguistic. As I
said, it’s not common to have a priest that knows both languages well enough to find it easy
to switch back and forth.

—(M): He runs a wonderful summer camp for children, which is his pride and joy. And we
also have Sunday school that we run. This is experimental and quite unusual for the
Orthodox world because we teach over Skype, and the children live in so many different
places. It’s very difficult to meet with them. Skype allows us to meet every week, and I can
write on Skype in two languages to explain some terms, to open some new icons, etc. It gives
lots of technological possibilities.

—If we have the technology we should use it for the glory of God. This is certainly the first
Skype Sunday School that I've heard of.

What is the future of Orthodoxy in England in general? Do you have a sense of this, or is it all
up in the air?

—A lot of people are still attached to their different national backgrounds. For instance, we
have a very good Greek priest nearby, so that’s where we go on Sunday, and he is extremely
near to us, knows our community, and comes up to help with confession when it’s a big day.
He’s a wonderful man. But his community has other concerns and interests. I don’t think this
business of jurisdictional unity is the main thing. When communities come together in
worship, then things will change. In London people are very attached to their ethnic
backgrounds because they’re recent immigrants. It’s a bit easier for us, but it’s still a
problem. You can’t talk about Orthodoxy in England very easily.

—(P): It’s going to remain a minority I think. In a land where religious practice in general is
going down, Orthodoxy is always going to be a minority of an increasingly dwindling
[Christian] minority.
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—The religious situation is very bad in England now. Churches are closing at a great rate.
Even the Catholic Church, which always was very impressive from a point of view of religious
practice, is now in severe decline. They have churches having only one Sunday service while
they used to have six, with huge crowds of people going to them.

—(P): In that sense it’s possibly a bit of opportunity because I don’t think Orthodoxy suffers
from that problem of inherited social position or status—it’s always an outsider.

—It’s the underdog.

—(P): Yes, the underdog. And I think thus it’s in a comparative position of strength and
doesn’t suffer from the familiarity that breeds contempt; perhaps this an opportunity for
development. I think also it has strength in the eyes of other Christians. Speaking for myself,
I've always looked very longingly at various aspects of Orthodoxy and found it very appealing
and attractive, without ever committing myself to it. And I think that’s probably true of a lot
of Anglicans, and probably quite a number of Catholics.

—What got you to finally take that step?

—(P): I suppose it was both negative and positive. There was a sense of desiring a deeper
spiritual life and not being able to find that really in my Catholic experience—feeling rather
jaded, in despair of finding the life I wanted to lead as a Christian. So that was a sort of
negativity about my experience as a Catholic. There was the sense that all those things that
had appealed to me over my life about Orthodoxy were maybe pushing me in that direction,
and the more I experienced of it—when I gave up going to Mass and started going to Liturgy
—rather confirmed my feeling, and I felt that there was a possibility and a spiritual life which
would be more meaningful and would make me pay attention to myself and where I was in a
way that I had really failed to do previously.

—So maybe that could be true of many others if they could just get themselves to take that
step.

—(P): I think there is a great disillusion amongst Catholics, at least in the pew in what they
experience as religion. Or there ought to be. And that’s not true in Orthodoxy. You see that
there’s something interior happening in people. There is spiritual direction happening, and
prayer happening, which means people are taking it seriously. And there’s a great richness
that you could just miss in the Western tradition. There’s a strength about Eastern religion
that I found very appealing, and I think others would too if they could just move in that
direction.

—I think some people are frightened of making the step because they think it’s such a
different culture, and they get themselves into a terrible fix over this. All they need to do is to
come along a little bit to see, and join in and they’ll find it’s not—they’re meeting ordinary
people, they are not strange creatures from another planet ...

—We might be a little weird.

— [Laughs] Well, just a little bit!

—(P): There are some cultural differences—the language, the whole style of everything is very
strange and different, and can be quite opaque, and you might not understand what’s going
on.

—But not quite as strange as they think it is.

—(P): But the more you get to understand what’s happening you realize that most of it is
what you’d already been doing, in a different form.

—The outlines of the Mass and the Liturgy are basically the same.

—(P): Right. And most of what’s believed is the same; but when you go to Catholic Mass and
hear the music and compare that with the music you hear in the Liturgy, there’s no
competition.

—You're not hearing Gregorian chant anymore, unfortunately.

—(P): No, and it’s not even nice chant of any sort. I think there may be an opportunity, but
whether we’ll take that opportunity, I don’t know. It’s not an easy one to grasp and see what
might be done. The fact that Christianity has retreated so far in our generation and the



previous generation means there’s a great vacuum in society which is calling for something
to fill it—it should be something good rather than something bad.

—(M): There is a very special case that we have in our group, which I must mention. One
woman, who came with us, who is non-Orthodox, was simply my acquaintance and she and
her husband wanted just to see Moscow. They booked this tour in May, thinking, “OK, we’ll
join this pilgrimage to see the churches.” They’re not believers very much. In July this
woman was diagnosed with cancer. And now she’s going to all the places we’ve gone, praying
deeply. I think the same must happen to the Western society someday—people must come to
the true Orthodox faith finding there this deep, religious experience.

—I think that’s a good note to end on. Thank you very much for taking your time to talk with
us!

Jesse Dominick spoke with John Harwood, Maria Harwood, and Paul Oxborrow
18 /11 /2015

b The relics of New Martyr Hilarion (Troitsky), Archbishop of Verea, lie in the church of Sretensky
Monastery.
[2] The Butovo firing range in the Yuzhnoye Butovo District of Moscow is a site where more than 20,000
were executed during the Communist period. Today there stands there a church in honor of the New
Martyrs.
13l Sretensky Monastery is on the spot where formerly were KGB buildings where many were martyred.
[4] A church is presently being constructed on the grounds of Sretensky Monastery in honor of the New
Martyrs and Confessors.
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