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Pycckasi n Ykpaunckas Illkona, Tearp n PucoBanue / Russian and Ukrainian School,
Drama and Drawing Classes: Sophia Bown: safi@mail.ru

Bockpecnas Illkosa / Sunday School: Mary Kisliakova: mary0170@yahoo.com

Cropox / Caretaker: Paul Hopkins, 69, Military Road
Youtube:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sY Ty8s

Pacnucanue oorocavikennii / Timetable of Services

Saturday 3 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6xenue

Sunday 4 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxectBennas nutyprus. Service for those
going back to school or studies / Kparkuii MoneOeH /it yqanuxcs

Saturday 10 September
No services in Colchester — services in Norwich
borocnyxennii HeT B Konuectepe — borocinyxenus B Hopuue

Sunday 11 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacel u bokecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Saturday 17 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6xenue

Sunday 18 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u bokecTBeHHast TUTYPTHst

Tuesday 20 September



mailto:safi@mail.ru
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s

5.30 pm: Vigil for the Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Bcenomnoe 6nenune
npasaauka Poxxaecrsa [Ipecsstoit boropoauust

Wednesday 21 September: Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Po:xxaecTBo

IIpecssitoii boropoannei
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u BoxxecTBeHHast TuTyprusi.

Saturday 24 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6enue

Sunday 25 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u BoxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Monday 26 September
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bcenomnoe 61eHre npa3iHuka
Bosnsumxenus JKusorsopsimero Kpecra ['ocniogus

Sunday 27 September: Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bo3nBuikenne
Kusorpopsamero Kpecra l'ocionus
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u BoxxecTBeHHast TuTyprust

Baptisms in July and August:

9 July: Edward Taran

10 July: Nikolay Cockersell
6 August: Maria Vinyukova
13 August: Matilda Body
27 August: Eva Savitchii

Church News

Protodeacon Christopher Henderson — Eternal Memory!

We are saddened to tell you that Protodeacon Christopher passed away in Sydney, Australia
on 16 August, aged 73. He had been suffering from cancer for many years. Father
Protodeacon last served with us at Pascha 2015 and was a dear friend and supporter. Our
condolances to Matushka Juliana. We held a memorial service for him after the Liturgy on 21
August.

The New Church in Norwich

We blessed the new church at 134 Oak Street, Norwich NR3 3BP on 20 August and the first
Liturgy will be held on Saturday 10 September. In all we raised £63,000 in order to buy and
equip the church, which is the first ever permanent Russian Orthodox church in Norwich, as
also is our church the first ever such church in Colchester. It is our hope that we will with
time be able to create other permanent Russian Orthodox churches in other counties.

Church Car Park

At long last the new car park has been registered with the government Land Registry and car
parking notices have been put up to make sure that non-Church users do not use it. If they do,
they will be fined £60, unless they have a parking permit. If you come to Church and park
there, this will not apply to you.



Scaffolding Work
Our carpenter is mending windows and replacing any rotten wood. This is why there is a

scaffold at the back of the church. Please warn the children.

Domes
Our thanks to Alban Phillips who has made onion-domes with a 3-D laser for the six icon-
shrines on the pillars at church and installed them.

Honey
We now have beehives behind the church thanks to Galina and Spasimir Ivanov, so we will

be able to make church honey, called St John’s Bees. Please make sure that the children keep
away from the hives.

Children’s Choir
The Children’s Choir will begin singing on 25 September

1N MUJIOCTD K ITAAIIINM ITPU3BIBAJI...

ApxumaHapuT 3axapus (LLUKypuxuH)
UNcTo4YHuK: XXypHas "[lokpoB"

B 1954 r. 25 aBrycta 6bis1 MOCTPUXEH B MOHaLLeCcTBO MBaH MuTpueBuy
MaBnoB - apxumaHapuT Kupuan. cnonHaowm 06513aHHOCTU AYXOBHUKA
bpatun Tpouuye-Cepruesovi JlaBpbl apxuMaHapuT 3axapus (LLUKypuxuH)
paccka3blBaeT cTapue Kupuine.

A TONbKO MCNONHAKWMNA 00653aHHOCTU OYXOBHUKa OGpaTuun, NMOTOMY 4TO
OYXOBHMKOM Yy Hac [0 cero gHa asnsetca oteuy Kumpunn (Masnos). U
HaBepHOe, 3TO O4Ha W3 MNPUYUH, NoYeMmy cCTapeu XuB. [Jake Bpaywu


http://pokrov.pro/i-milost-k-padshim-prizyval/

pPa3BoOAAT pyKaMu, YAUBASAIOTCA: KaK MOXXET XUTb Ye/I0BEK CTOJIbKO NeT,
Korga He B COCTOSAHUW HW eCTb, HU rnoTaTb. TeM He MeHee ['ocnoab ero
XPaHUT, 3HAYUT, OH €ele HYXEeH - HY)XeH ero noasBuir MOJUTBbI 3a
bpaTuio. ECTb MHEHMe, 4YTO CTapey CTpajaeT 3a Hawwnm rpexu, 3a Tex,
KOro OH npowian v paspewlasn, He pasas enntumbu. OTey Kupunn Bce
Opan Ha cBow nne4yu, cTpajas 3a Haww rpexu. Y Hero y camoro Bcerpga
6b1710 MHOro 60s1ie3Hen: CTOUT UMMNAHT JIYKOBULbI ABEHaALATUNEepPCTHON
KUK nocsie nepeHeceHnsa 4YacTbiX 060CTpeHunn a3BeHHoW 6onesHwu,
baTiowka 6bI1  onepupoBaH MO MNOBOAY [OBYCTOPOHHEN  IPbIXW,
HeoZHOKpaTHO 6onesn BoCnaneHneM fierknx, nepeHec, BO3MOXXHO, Apyrue
60one3Hn, 0 KOTOPLIX A HE 3Hal0.

O cTapuax roBopuTb BCerga HernpocTo, MOTOMY 4YTO MX BHELUHAS »XW3Hb
KaXeTcsa coBeplleHHo ogHoobpa3Hon. C yTpa A0 Bevyepa OAHO U TO Xe: C
yTpa bpaTcknii monebeH, NOTOM MocaywaHuda, Tpanesa, Npasuio, OTAbIX
- ecnn bbiBaeT, BevyepHee Borocny>xeHue, BevepHee npasuio...

Brnepsoie s yBunen orua Kupumia B 1980 . Oto Obina mepBast ceamuna Benukoro nocra.
Bcerna B Benukuii nmoct Ha nepByro u CrpacTHyro cenMuubl oreny Kupumn npuxonnn B
CemuHapuio, MPOBOIXI OOIIYIO HCTIOBEb, 3aTeM B LIepKOBHO-apXeoI0THUYEeCKOM KaOMHETE B
Tpoune-CeprueBoit  JlaBpe, wucnoBenoBan npodeccopoB, MpernopaBareneil AkajaeMuy,
BJIAJIBIKY PEKTOpa, KOTO-TO M3 cTyaeHToB. Korma s BnepBwie yBHuen orma Kupwiia, To Obul
IMOpaK€H €ro BHCIIHUM BUJAOM — ACKCTHYHBIM, U3MOXKIACHHLIM, Y 0aTIOIKU OBLUTH FJ'Iy6OI(O
3amaBlIMe DJIA3HULBI («HEYXenu cienoi?» — mnoaymanock). Orten Kupwin rosopuin
HCIPOMKO, HO €Io OBLIIO OYEHB XOpOoIIO CJBIINIHO BO BCEM XpaMe. B Ttot JC€Hb OH CKa3al
HG60J’II)HIYIO IMPOIMOBEAb O TEX I'PE€Xax, KOTOPLIC CIIYyHAIOTCA CpEAU CEMUHAPHUCTOB N KOTOPBIM
HC MCCTO B AYXOBHBIX IIKOJIaX. OTCI_I KI/IpI/IJ'IJ'I TOBOpUI C OYCHb OOJIBIINM CCpACYHBIM
nepeKuBaHueM, 0OJIbIO. ..

BrepBble NoONaB B MOHALIECKNIA KOpNyC, 9 PU3NYECKN OLLY TN, HACKOJIbKO
BCe 34eCb NponnTaHo MoauTeon. Kenbs oTua Knpunna 6bina HebonbLias,
CO MHOXXEeCTBOM MKOH, KapTWUH AYXOBHOrO COAEpP>XaHMSA, NamMnagoyek, a
TakXe 60sblonN 4YacTblo KaMHA npenogobHoro Cepagumma CapoBCKOro,
Ha KOTopoM OH Monuncsa. Ha Ceatyio [lacxy 6aTiowky Bcerga
no3apasnasan, N OH, PAafLOCTHbIN, O4YeHb TemnJjo BCEX MNpUHMMas, BpyYan
nogapku, OeHbrn, kKaxketcsa, no 10 pybnen - AOBOJIbHO MHOrO Mo TOMY
BpemMeHu. lNMoMmorasa oH U MUPCKUM, MPUYEM HEKOTOPblIEe TaK Ha3blBaeMble
OYXOBHble Yafa, KakK MNOTOM  BbIACHWNOCb, 3TUM  OTKPOBEHHO
3noynotpebnsann.
Benukasa CybboTta

baTlowka o4eHb NOOUT MOHaAWeECTBO, CaM OH HacToAWwMKM MOHax. U oH
O4YeHb Cepbe3HO OTHOCUICA K BbIOOPY YESIOBEKOM XXU3HEHHOI0 NyTU. Ecan
BUOEs, 4TO 4YenoBek Konebnercsd, 4TO y Hero He TBepAoe pellieHue B
>XeNnaHnm ctaTb NHOKOM, - COBETOBaJ1 UICKaTb BTOPYIO MONOBUHY. HO ecnu
4yBCTBOBaJ1 TBEPAOCTb HaMepeHus, nan Focnogb eMy Kak-ToO OTKpbIBas -
6narocnoBnsn nOTN B MOHaCTbIpb. IHOrAa cnpawmnBanmn: Kakyt XOpoLUyto
obutenb nocoseTyeTe, baToWKa? - oTBeYas: MWKTe caMu, MO Aylle
Bawen 41obbl HBbINO...

s MeHst ocoOeHHO mamsATHA mepBas ceamuua Bemuwkoro mocra 1983 1. — Torma s yxke
yumics Ha | kypce Axagemuu. Ilomuro, 3amen B IIAK, moxnmancs cBoeil ouyepenn Ha
HCIIOBCIb, BCTAJI HA KOJICHU U KPATKO pacCKa3all 0aTIOIIKE BCIO CBOIO KHU3Hb, C06CTB€HHO, HE



KHU3Hb, a Tpexu. CHpocuil, BCAYECKH CKpbIBash CBOE CEPAECYHOE KEJIaHHE, TATOTEHHE K
MoHalecTBy: «bariomika, Kak Bbl OJarocioBUTE, YTO MMOCOBETYETe: UATH B MOHACTBHIPh WJIH
UCKaTh BTOpyro mosnoBuHy?» Oteny Kupmin 3agymancs. [l MeHs 3TO BpeMsl MOKa3aloch
BEUHOCTBIO — pelaiiack Mosi cyab0a. M BApyr OH Mpou3HEC YIUBHUTEIbHBIE CIOBa: «3HAETE,
BO 4TO OBl TO HM CTaJl0, KAK MOXKHO OBICTpEe BbI JOJKHBI OKA3aThCs B HAILLIEM MOHACTBIPE».
MeHs 3TO OueHb OKPBUIMIJIO, S Hadall TMPOXOIUTh HEOOXOIUMBIE cOOeCeOBaHMs C KIaCCHBIM
HACTaBHUKOM (HbIHE MHUTpONOIUTOM EBjorueM), MHCIEKTOpOoM AKaJeMHM, BIIAJBIKON
pexktopoM. Bce OmaromonmyuHo u OwicTpo ¢ bokmel momomieio ymamuinochk. HamecTHHK
MoHacThIps otell EBceBuii mpuHsin MeHs B Benukyto cy06oty nepen [Tacxoit — 8 mast 1983-ro
— u OJarocjioBWJI CTaTh NOCITYHIHUKOM MoHacTeips. A 30 HosiOps 1983 r, B neHm
TPaIULMOHHOIO MOCTPUTa, 51 ObLT NOCTPpUXKEH B MOHamecTBo. Orery Kupuiii B TOT AeHb MEHs
nocrpura ogaHoro. C TOro MOMEHTa S CTajl KAaHOHMYECKHUM TyXOBHBIM CBIHOM OTIA
Kupunna.

BnazocnoseHue cmapua Kupunna

Teno cnuT, gywa MoanTcs

O6blYHbIN geHb 6aTowWwKN - BpaTckun MonebeH y paku lNpenogobHoro
Ceprus, Ha KOTOpbIAN OH HWUKOrga He onasfgblBas, UCrNosBegb Hapona B
«MOCbIJIOYHOM» - 00 U nocne obena, MOMTBEHHOE nMpaBuio. Beyepom oH
OblBan B Kenbe, YnTan nucbMa, OTBeYasl Ha HUX. Torga MOXHO 6bIo K
cTapuy npunTv, 3ajaTb Kakue-To BoOMpocbl. [loMHIO, s 6bl1  ewe
NOC/IYLUHNKOM, N MHE KaK-TO O4YeHb TSXKeJsi0 CTaso Ha Ayle OT KaKuUX-TO
CBOUX FPEXOBHbIX BOCMOMWHAHWN, AyXOBHOW 6paHu. A npuwen K oTuy
Kupunny, KOTOpbIA B 3TOT MOMEHT 4YuTan MucbMa, CUAA B Kpecse, U
nogenunca ¢ HUM csoen bepnon. OH HAKJIOHUCHA HafO MHOM, U A Kak
OyOTo owyTnA HEBbIpa3nMoe Ternao, OXBaTuBLLee BCero MeHs. 1 n3 moen
AyLln, MOero cepua BCe nepexxmpaHus, ckopbu, TSKeCcTn - MrHOBEHHO



ywnu. N B aywe Bouapwuiacb Tuxas pafocTtb. A Obil o4eHb yauBAEH
Takomn BbICTPON NepeMeHe MOero BHyTPEHHEro COCTOAHUSA.

A cTapanca Bcerga xoauTb K OaTiowKe Ha NpaBuIo, KOTopoe
coBeplwanocb nepen obegom B 12 yacos. OTeuy Kupunn npuxogun us
MOCbLIJIOYHOW, rae OH MNpUHUMaN Al4Aen MUPCKUX, U Mbl HYUTaan Tpu
KaHoOHa Cc akaductoMm Nucycy Cnagvanwemy. 3atem b6aTioWwKa CaM yxe
yuTan lMcantupb - ogHy Kadumimy mnum 6onee, Anocton un EBaHrenue.
NHorga, 6biBano, KTo-HMbyab Ha lNMpaBuie 3acbinan oT nepeyToMsieHus, n
Toraa OaTioWwKa roBOpWJ: He TporamTte - Teno CnuT, Aylwa MOJINTCS.
MHoroa KTo-TO ona3gbiBas Ha [lpaBuio, U eMy He [0CTaBaloCb
npoYnTaTb HMYero. Toraa 6aToWKa B KOHLE Hallen BCTPeYn BO3raallan:
«OTyy TakoMy-TO (MepOMOHaxy, WNoAMaKoHy), npuweglweMy B
ABYHaOecATbIN Yac Ha [NpaBuao, Tak, 4YTO eMy He A0CTajloCb NPo4YUTaTh
akagucTt, - MHorasa neta». U Bce nenn «MHoras neta». N 310 6bINO
yamentenoHo. A 6paTy, KOTOpOro BpOAE M He pyrakwT, a XBajAT,
MHOrosieTme nowT, B caepgywowmn pa3 6bi10 CTbIAHO oOMa3abiBaTb K
baTiowke Ha Mpasuno.

ApxumaHdpum Kupunn (lMasnos) y mowiell lNpernodobHoeo Cepaus

Batromika Bcerga ObUT OYE€HB COCPEIOTOYCHHBIM, XOTS BHEIIHE HUKOT/IA HE MOKa3bIBajl CBOCH
Cyry0oil MOJIMTBEHHOCTH, HE HOCWJI YE€TOK — HEKOTOpBIX 3TO Jake cMyluano. bparbs
cuuTany, 4ro Oatromka MuCycOBy MOJHMTBY YMTAeT HEMPECTaHHO, MO3TOMY YETKH eMy
IIPOCTO HE HY>KHBI.

TanHbl ncnosegn

OTeu, Knpunn roBopua: CEMUHAPUCTOB MCMOBEeAOBaTb UM 6paTuo - 3To
He TPYZHO, a BOT MUPCKUX JIloAeN - TaxKeno. TeM He MeHee BaTiollKa Hec
3TOT KpecT.



Ha ncnosenn oH monyan, He 3agaBaj BONPOCOB, €C/IN TOJIbKO €ro caMoro
0 4YeM-TO He crnpawwuBann. Ecnn cnpawmBanm - KpaTKO M YETKO OTBeYan,
HUKOrAa HUKOro He pyran. WckaYeHne CoCTaBNAM Cepbe3Hble
NPOCTYNKU. A, NoMHI0, bbiN yKe AyxoBHUKOM 6oromosnbLeB, Korga otey,
Kupunnn cTporo MeHs oTyuTan. «Tbl MOHax, Kyda Tbl Jie3elWb, Tbl He
3Haelb, YTO TakKoe CEeMEeWMHash XW3Hb, HeNb3d B HEW [aBaTb Takue
KaTeropu4yHble COBETbI, HACTaBNEHNA».

baTloWwkKa HuKorga HUMKOro He ocyxpan. Ero kKenemHumk Kak-TO MeHs
npenoynpegoun: ecnam Tbl 3adaewb oTuy Kupunny BOMPOC M MPSMON
YeCTHbIN OTBET npefgnosiaraeT oCyXAeHue Koro Obl ToO HWU ObLIO -
baTiowka byget mon4yaTb.

[Ba pa3a oTey Kupwuan ncnosenoBancsa y MeHd. Bce ywnum, oH cCHUMaeT
ennTpaxuib, HadeBaeT Ha MeHs: «[loncrioBeoym MeHs». Y MeHs,
KOHeYHOo, JAyuwla nepeBepHynack! W BOT 6OaTioWwKa Kasanca oO4vYeHb
CMUPEHHO, KPOTKO - B TaKUX Mesiodax, O KOTOpPbIX s CaM Ha mcnosenwu
HMUKOraa He rosopwi. loToMm, Korga S aHanAM3MpoBasl 3Ty WUCMOBEnb,
nogyMman: HaBepHoe, bOaTloWKa 3a MeHs Kasacs, MokKasbliBajsl MHe, 4TO
HY>XHO MCNOBEeAO0BaTbCSA BO BCEM, B TOM YMUCJIE B 3TUX Fpexax.

ApxumaHdpum Kupunn (lMasnos) 8 Kpbimy

HexoTopele cumTanu, 4to Oarionika Mpo30pNUBEIA. Sl HE MOTY 3TOTO CKa3aTh, IIOTOMY YTO
SBHBIX (paKTOB He 3Ha0. Jaxke Ha00OpPOT, MHE OIMH CTYIEHT PACCKA3bIBaJl: Y HEro Kak-TO
BO3HUKJIM IMPOOJIEMBbI H3-3a KBAPTHPHI, KOTOPYIO OH MOJy4Ymsa MO HacaenctBy. OH peuru



TIOCOBETOBATHCS ¢ OTIIOM KupmioMm — kak moctynuTh. M korma OaTroiika men u3 Tpourkoro
cobopa yTpoM mociie OpaTckoro MoJjieOHa, OKPY>KEHHBIH TOJIMONW CBOMX JYXOBHBIX Ya,
CTYJICHT TPOTHUCHYJICS K HEMY M Ha yXO CTall paccKa3bpiBaTh O mpoliieMe. A B 3TO BpeMs
0aTomIKy TepedsT CO BCEX CTOPOH: OnarocioBuUTe, MOMoiuTech U mp. bariomka Bcem
OTBEYAET M OJHOBPEMEHHO €ro ciiymaet. J[onum oHu 10 MpOXoaHOH, oTer] Kupuit roBopur:
BOT TaK MOCTYNH. «ITO pEIIeHHE, — PACCKa3bIBaJl CTYIACHT, — MEHS Kak-TO Cpa3y CHJIBHO
CMYTHIIO, TyMalo, HaBepHOE, OaTiolIKka He COBCEM MeEHs MOHsU». M OH mpwinen erie pa3 K
oty Kupumty BedepoMm M B CIIOKOMHOM 0OCTaHOBKE Bce eMy pacckaszan. M Oarromka gain
COBET, JMaMETPaJbHO MPOTHUBOIOJIIOKHBIA TEPBOMY. DTO TOKa3bIBACT, YTO Kak pa3 He
IpO30pIMBOCTD ObLTa y oTia Kupuiia, a paccyIuTeabHOCTb.

XMBU HE KaK Xo4eTcs, a Kak bor senunt

baTiowkKa cTapancs cTporo cobnaiogaTh LEPKOBHbIE KaHOHbI. Y Hac 6bin
neYyanbHbIN Cnyyvanm B obuTtenn, Korga nsa bpaTa exannm Ha MalnHe U
wodep - MepoanakoH - YCHys 3a pyseMm. ABTomMobuib nepeBepHy’sCS,
naccaxup nornb, a BoguTenb MNONYYUS TSHKesylo TpaBMy, HO OCTasiCcs
XXMB. OH NonpaBunJCA, NPOLUAN FroAbl, U €ro peLnsin pykonosioxXntb. OTey,
Kupunn 6bin1 npotue. Ckasan: HeT, ero pykonosnaraTb Hesib35, MOCKONbKY
n3-3a Hero norub 4enosek. [pyrom ciayyanm - CTyOEeHT, BbIMYCKHUK
Akagemuun, nonwobun pgesywky. Ho y Hee ©ObliIM  KaHOHUYeCKME
NpensaTcTBMA ANA TOro, 4Tobbl ObITb MaTYyLWKON, CYnpyron CBSALLEHHUKA.
XeHunx npuwen K otuy Knpunny, ToT ckasan: «Het, Henb3s, 6paT, 34ech
MHOro JAeByLleK Y4uTCs, vy Apyryto». OH - K TMOMOLHMKY OTua
Kupunna, TOT ToXe oTKaszanca 6narocnosutb Opak. OnaTb K oTuy
Knpunnny. baTowka rosoput: «on Torga K Bhagblke». A Bhafblka
CKasan: «ITO >e He TBoA npobnema, a ee, He nepexusan, bor
6narocnoBuT, >XeHuTtecb». OHU noXeHunucb. [Mpoxunm net 15, ¢
YyeTblpbMA OeTbMW OHa YylJla OT Hero, M y Hero ocTtaJjiacb TsaxXenas
AylweBHasa TpaBMa.

baTiowka Bcerga ctosan 3a cobnwogeHne nocta. OamH 6paT pacckasbiBai:
y Hero BO3HUKIN npobaemMbl CO 300pOBbEM, OH peLnsa ocnabuTb NOCT ©
npuwen K otuy Kupunnay 3a 6bnarocsoBeHuMemMm Ha MOJ04HOe. A TOT
cnpawmBaeT: «OTel, a Tbl MOMHULb, KakK A yMUpas, HO MOJIOKa He nun?»
A y 6aTiowkn 6biim A3Bbl. M TOT 6paT pacckasbiBaeT: «MHe CTano
CTblOHO. [lencTtBuTenbHO, oTel Kupunn Takom 60sbHON, a MOCT HUKOrga
He Hapylwan. I 9 ToxKe He CTas1 3TOro gesatb».

OTeu Kwupunn 6bln 04eHb BO3AEpP)XaHHbLIM, 0COBEHHO 3TO KacanoCb
BUHONMTUA. CaM HUKOrga HumYyero He ynoTpebnan. Hecnyxawux He
bnarocnosnan gaxe nnTb 3annBKy. Pas He CNYXXWU - HUKAKNX 3aruBOK.
MoToMy 4TO 3Has, Kak MOTUXOHEYKY MOXKHO MPUBbLIKHYTb K CMIMPTHOMY.
OTeu Kupunn MyxecTBeHHO nepeHocun 6onesHn. TOMHIO, KakK OH
3abonen 4yem-to BpoAe BpoHXUTa, U A NPensioXui UCnbiTaTb HapogHoe
BpayeBaHMe - koMmnpecc n3 penbkn. OH cornacunca. Mbel Bce caenanun, u
OH MIHOBEHHO YCHYJ, XOTA MOAOOHbLIN KOMMPECC »>XeT O4YeHb CUJIbHO.
CnycTa HeCKONbKO 4acOB Mbl CHSAJIM MNOBA3KY M B OAHOM MecCTe
0OHapyXunum XXnMByto paHy. A BaTIOWKY, OKa3blBaeTCs, Y)Xe Jie4nin 4yem-
TO XUMNYECKMUM N COXIIN KOXY, @ Mbl Ha 3TO 60bHOE MeCTO NMOCTaBUIN
koMmnpecc. N1 oTeuy Kmpunn HM cnoBa He ckKasaJs, 4To 6osbHO. [oBOpIO:



«baTlowkKa, NnpocTuTe». - «<HeT-HeT, 4TOo Bbl, 3TO HMUYero. NaBHoe - 4TOObI
BbI3J0OPOBETbL>».
Cunctema 3na

B 2000 r. B JlaBpe 3acepnana borocsoBckas KoMuccusa, pewlascsa Bonpoc
06 oTHoweHnn Bepytowmx K MHH, n 6aTowKa HaoTpe3 O0TKa3asiCAa B HeN
y4acTBOBaTb, @ NOC/e He noanucan peleHns KOMNUCCUKM, Ckasa: Koraa
yesloBeK TrMpuHMUMaeT HOMep, OH BXOAUT B CUCTEMY 3Jla, cuctemy
KOHTPOJ1 Ha 4eJI0OBEKOM.
MOMHIO, Y3KMM KpPYyrom Mbl Torga cobpanmcb y otua Kupunna mn ctanum
npennaraTb €My pa3jinyHblie pelleHns - 4To aenaTtb. Ho baTiowkKa H14yero
He BnarocnoBnsan. TONbLKO MOAUTLCA. A NMOTOM ero 6amxanwmm y4yeHuk
O4YeHb MPaBWIbHO CKa3afn, 4To ecam 6Gopbba ¢ WHH, nacnopTtamum,
KapTO4YKaMu, KOAAMWM He pacTBOpeHa rnybokMM cMupeHuem, TO OHa
obpevyeHa Ha nposan. [MOTOMYy 4YTO 4YeslOBEK HernpeMeHHO BMNafaeT B
ropablHiO, B TLlecNaBue, ero HayYMmHalT XBaJINTb: Bbl CBATON, Bbl
MOABUXXHUK, Bbl NCMOBEAHUK.
Hy>XHO xopoLlo BCe B3BeCUTb N obaymMaTb. Korga Ko MHe obpalatoTca ¢
npocbbon «baTiowkKa, bnarocnosnTe NPUHNMATbL NN HE MPUHUMATL YTO-
HMByOb Takoe» - A roBOpIO: pewwante camu. MNMovyemy? MNMOTOMY 4YTO A XXUBY
B MOHacCTbIpe, HUKTO NMHH MHe He npucBamBan. Ecam 6 A ckasan: «{ He
6pan MIHH - n Bbl He BepuTe...» A NOCKONbKY CaM 1 Takon 6opbbObl He Ben,
Kak MOry ApyruMm pekoMeHnoBaTb? [ymato, 4TO Ha CrnaceHme 3TO He
BangeT. [loTOMy 4YTO Ha CrnaceHme npexnahe BCero BAMAET Hawa
rPexXoBHOCTb W/ NMpaBefHOCTb.
MoMHIO, NOHa4vany, Korga TOJIbKO MOSABUNCH 3TU WITPUX-KOAbLI, 1 U CaM
BCe cockabnmean, Bbipe3as, CTuUpasa. A NMOTOM MPOWO BPEMS - PYKOWU
MaxHysl. YnTan Kak-TO KHury, bpowtopky npotmes WMHH, npotusB wWTpux-
KOLOB, NepeBopaymBalo ee, a c3agn Ha 06/10KKe - LWTPUX-KOoA.

Brna>xeHHbl MNPOTBOPLLbI

Mpn 3ToM B 0ObIYHOM XN3HM OaTOWKa CTapanca BCcex MUpuUTb. MNMoMHIO,
ABa bpaTa cTapwmx Noccopuincb - 0AMH Nogo3pesas APYroro B 4eM-TO
HexopoweM. N BOoT Ha T[lacxy oTeu Kupwunn nonpocun UX OCTaBUTb
Bpaxkay. 1 oHn noMupunmnce, K obLuen pagocTn BCeX OKPYKatoLnx.

HOpyron cny4anm 4yTb ObIIO HE 3aKOHYWICHA Tpareamen. Ha npoxogHom B
MOHacTblpe OAWH, BUAMMO, HE COBCEM 3[10POBbLIN YesI0BEK, NMpuexasLummn
KaBka3a, C KeM-TO U3 MOHaxO0B MOroBopwus, U ToT AKobbl noobeltan emy
BbIHECTN KHUMM OYXOBHOIro cogep>kaHusa. bpaT ywen, a KaBkasew, ocTascs
xpaTb. [lpowen 4ac, BTOpPOW, HUKTO He BbixoauT. Wpet oTeu
6naroymHHbIn. KaBkKasel - K HeMy: Baw MOHax obelwan BbIHECTU
nmTepaTypy M HUYero He BbIHOCUT. TOT cnpawwuBaeT: a KTo obewan?
HeXXypHbIN Mo NpoxoAHoOW (@ TaM MUpCKMe nau paboTaroT) roBopuT: £
He BMAeN TOro MoHaxa, HO, HaBepHoOe, 3TO apXUMaHOPWUT TaKOW-TO W
Ha3blBaeT WMA apxmMaHipuTa. A [ajblle MHe YyXe TOT CcaMbln
ApXUMaHAPUT paccCKasbiBas, Mbl C HAM B 04Y€Hb OJIM3KMX OTHOLUEHUAX
obinn. ToBopuT: «CnbilWly CTYK B [OBEpPb KesbW, OTKPbIBAlD - CTOUT
B6naroymHHbIN: «Teba TyT ABa 4aca XAET Ha NMPOXO4AHON Yesl0BEK, Thbl eMy



obellan KHMWXKM U He BbIHOCULbL». BrnnxmeBaeT MHe 3TOro KaBkasua W
3axJsionbiBaeT ABepb. KaBKa3eL OOCTaeT KUHXXas, MOAHOCUT K ropay u
KPUYNT: TaKoMN-CAKOM, A Ay Tebsa aBa Yaca. U koneT. 4 nepenyrancs o
cMepTun. FoBopto: «TyT eCTb CTapeLl, CBATOW, KHUMM Yy Hero, 3To OT Hero
KHUrK... MNongem Tyda...» A OHM Ha OAHOM 3Ta)XKe XWIM C OTUOM
Kupunnom. U, cnasa bory, baTiowka 6611 Ha mecTe.
«51 3aBOXY 3TOro KaBKa3Ua pa3bgapeHHoro K otuy Kupunny, -
pacCcka3blBaeT apxXMMaHOpUT. - baTowkKa Bce noHaA... CaM-TO A yulen B
CBOIO KeJblo, 3aKpbIJICA TaM Ha BCe 3aMKW, CUXKY TPACYCb. A oTel, Kupunn
KaBKa3ua ycrnokows, cobpan emy uenylo CYMKY KHUFM W OTnpasBus C
MUpPOM. TOT roopuT: «A Byay B aysne Xpucrta nponoBenoBaTh».
Ecnn cny4anucb cnopbl, Kakne-To CCOpbl, BCe Wan K oTuy Kupwunny, oH
rOBOPWJI CBOE CJI0OBO - 3TO 6ObII0 «nocCnefHen UHCTaHuuen», aBTopuTeT
BbaTiowkM Bbl1 HENpepeKaem.

Mbl HN4Yero He 3Haem pyr o gpyre

baTiowka 6611 Ha CTannHrpagckom gpoHTe. OH Kak-To obMoNBUACA, 4TO
Brnepsble 3abonen BocnaneHmem  nerkmx nop  CTanuHrpazom.
PacckasbiBas, Kak Lesibli MeCsL, OHW JieXxasin B CHery, B oKornax, n TaMm OH
NPOCTYAWSICA.
Mocne CtanuHrpaga baTiowky oTnpaBuam B auncbaT (AncUMnAMHAPHbLIA
baTanboH, B KOTOpPOM OT6bIBaM HaKasaHMe BOEHHOC/YyXXallme,
coBepLIMBLUME YroJIOBHble npecTtynneHuns). OH paccKasbiBas, 4TO eMy
NpeasoXnnm ctaTb YJIE€HOM KoMMapTum 6e3 KaHOMOaTCKOro CTaXka, HOo
OH oOTKasanca. OanH wun3 KenemHMKOB CBMAeTenbCcTBOBaA: OaTiowKa
noaTeepXxjasa eMy - OH [OeNUCTBUTEeNbHO BO3rMAaBasas  3alluTy
3HaMeHUTOoro gomMa cep>xaHTta lMassoBa B CTanmHrpage. Ero mmpckoe nms
- BaH OmuTpuesndy lNNasnos. lpaBna, B rasetax nucanm, 4To Cep>KaHT
MaBnoB 6bI1 MyCcysibMaHMHOM. KOHEYHO, AN MycCyJibMaHMHa haMunmsa He
caMas xapaKTepHas.
Mbl 0o4eHb Masio 3HaeM 06 oTue Kupunne. Mbl BooOLWE HNYEro HE 3HAEM
Apyr o gpyre, B MOHAcCTbipe He MPUHATO paccKasbiBaTb, BCMOMUHATb
MWUPCKOE NpoLusioe, fa)Ke NpexxHue MMeHa HUKTO He 3HaeT, haMuinm Tem
bonee. A baToWwKa K TOMY e Bcerga 6bia1 04eHb CMUPEHHBLIM, CKPOMHbIM.
Y Hero 6bina Harpaga, BTOPOW KpecT, OH HaZeBa ero ToJIbKO OAuH pa3 B
rooy - Ha MNacxy. B [eHb XpuctoBa BockpeceHunsa no npocbbe bpaTtum
BbaTioWwKa CNy>Xna ¢ AByMs KpecTaMu.
B kenbe y 6aTowkn Bce obBeTwano, v, NOMHIO, Kak oauH bpaT, ero
KeNenHnkK, npensioxxmn cpenaTtb pemMoHT. Y oTua Kupunna Bucena
npocTteHbKas JswcTpa 40-50-x rr. npowsoro BekKa, a eMy rnoBecumn
KpacuByto, dapdopoByto. Yepes napy Hepesib OHa rnponasa - OnNATb
nosiBUNacb cTapas. A HOBYIO BaTiOLKa NMOXKEepPTBOBasJ B XpaM.

Bubnenckne 4yreHus

Mo HaweMy MOHACTbIPCKOMY npedaHuto, 6aTioWKa B FOHOCTU Ha 3aHATUAX
CTapanca oTBe4YaTb MJIOX0 - Tak 6oponcsa c¢ becom Twecnasus, wu
MoHa4vasy neparorn CTaBUIN €My MJI0OXME OLEHKU. A MOTOM MOHSAMN, 4TO
3HAHNA Y HEro npekpacHble, N Ha4YyaJn OUEHUBaTb BbICOKO. [1OTOMYy 4TO



baToWwKa AencrteuTenbHO 3HaeT CBAweHHoe [lMucaHme u BeCb HoBbIN
3aBeT Hau3ycTb. [lponosBegn ero ObIIM KpacuBble, CTPOWHbLIE, OH
UMTMpPOBAaa OrpoMHbIMKN Kyckamn CesleHHoe lMncaHne. MNMocnegHue rogbl
y baTowkn nposoannncb bubnenckne 4TeHmsa: se4epom, 4acoB B OEBATD,
0kKos10 30 MUHYT 4uTann bnbnumio, CBATbLIX OTUOB - «JlecTBuUy» MoaHHa
NectBnyHuka, AsBy  [opoches, TpeTmm ©n  YeTBepTbIM  TOMa
«[JobpoTonobusa», «Jlyr AyxXOBHbIN» N MHOrMe Apyrme KHuUru. baTwowka
HUKOrga npakTU4YeCKN He KOMMEHTWUPOBasJl TO, 4TO 4uTan. Ecnm KTOo-TO
3agasasn Bornpoc no CesAuweHHoOMY [lncaHuio, oTeu Kupunn npepnaran
OTBETUTb TE€M, KTO uMen Bbicllee obpa3oBaHue, - apxumMaHaputy Wcaune
Unn MHe.
Y GaToowknm 6biinm  KosMoCCasibHble  Harpysku, MpocTo CUHAPOM
XPOHNYECKOM YCTANOCTU. NTOMHIO, YnTaeT OoH bnbnumio nnm CBATbIX OTLLOB U
- MMCHOBEHHO - Ha MO0J1yCJIOBE OTKJ/IloYaeTcA. f CMXKYy pAafoM, nmyratocb -
aymaio - 6aTiowka ymep, WaMm NpucTyn y Hero Kakow. Ho npoxoauTt
HECKOJIbKO CeKyHph - n oTeu Kupwunn npuxoaut B cebsa. «OTeu Makos, -
rOBOPUT OH KeNleMHUKY, - Jan MHe BOAUYKU». BbiNMBaeT HECKOJIbKO
FIOTKOB M CHOBa CTaHOBUTCA 6oapbiMm.
Ha wncnoBegn 4acTeHbKo, OblBaso, CcMOTpulb - OaTowKa HadYMHaeT
NOHEeMHOry KNoHnTbcA. Cepaue 6onnt, ayMaelwsb: baToWwKa, MUNIEHBKUN,
CKOJIbKO XKe BPeMeHW OH Ha HacC TpPaTuT, CKOJIbKO cu!

Jllo6oBb BCe MOKpbIBaET

B MOHaLLeCKOon XU3HU CNy4atoTCa TAXKKNE UCKYLIEeHNS, bbiBaeT, KTO-TO U3
MOHaxOB NafaeT, OCTaBNseT MOHALIeCTBO, 3TO, KOHEeYHO, BCcerga O4eHb
TAXKeno.

baTiowKa MUAOCTUBO OTHOCUICA K TakuMm noasam. Kak pa3 B Te rogsl,
Korga S TOJIbKO Npuwesi B MOHacTbipb, OAWH WEPOANaKOH MOKUHYN
obutenb. OH nle4Ynncsa y Bpaya, XeHLWMHbI MHOro CTapLlle ero, y Hee Obin
pebeHOK OT nepBoro 6paka, 15 neT Manbyumky. Jledymna OHa Hawero
nepoanakoHa, Jiedyunna v BOT pJoJiedynsa [0 TOro, 4YTO OH OCTaBwu
MOHaCTbIpb, 6bl1 INWIEH CaHa, MOHawecTBa. PebeHoK y HUX poawnncsa. Ho
oTey Kupunn He ocTaBun ero. 4 cam nnM4HO Buaen dqoTorpacpun -
baTioWwKa B rocTax y 3Toro beiBwero nepoanakoHa. CTon HakpbIT, oTel,
Kupwunn, aToT 6paT Haw ¢ pebeHOYKOM ManNeHbKUM, MIadeHLeM, cynpyra
ero u paaoM noyYyTu B POCT C HaWKMM BpaTOM - CblH 3TOW XXEHLWMWUHbI OT
nepsoro 6paka.

Kak N'ocnoab MMAOCTUB KO BCEM, Tak 1 BaTioOWKa - He OTBEpr ero.
BaTlowka o4eHb N106UN XKUBOTHbLIX. Y HErO KOLLIEYKa »XKWnjla B NOCbIJIOYHON,
OH KOPMYLUKM ONs NTUYEK BbiBEWMBas C ceMevykamu. [la)xe BbINUCbIBaN
XypHan «HKHbIN HaTypanucT». NOMHIO, TOBOPUT: MNOCAYyLWaNTe, KaKOW
MHTEePECHbIN pacckas, - N YMTaeT. A pacckas 0 TOM, 4YTO rge-To Ha ceBepe
Kapenun Obis10 noBepbe, 4YTO B 03epe BOAMTCSA He4ducTas cuna. N aBa
nccnepoBaTensa pewmnman nocMoTpeTb Ha BCe CBOMMWU rnasamu. MNpuwnu
Ha 6eper o3epa, 3aHAAM No3uuum 6Goesble C pyXbaMU. OONH N3 HUX
pacckasbiBaeT: «CMOTplo, nabiBeT 604Kka No o3epy, NpmbamxKaeTcs K HaM.
BApyr BblHbIpUBAET 3TO CyWeCTBO, NOAHUMAET roJsioBy, Y HEro orpoMHble
KpacHble ropsiwue rnasa, KoTopble B YMNop CMOTPAT Ha MeHA. MeHs
rnapasim3oBasio, Kakoe TaM pyxXbe! 4 NMpoCcTo okaMeHen OT yXaca! A oHO



MOCMOTPENO, HbIPHYNO, W TOJIBKO Kpyrm no Boge nownu. Yepes
HECKONIbKO MWHYT Mbl Npuwanm B cebs, HMKAKOro >KenaHums BeCTU
AasibHenLwmne nccnenoBaHne HU Yy Koro He 6bi10. Ene xnBble yunm».

O6pa3 BEPHbLIM C/IOBOM U XXUTUEM

Kak-To oTel Knpunn cny>xun no3gHow anTypruto B TpanesHoM xpame, U,
Bunanmo, 6onbHOM 4Yenosek 6pocun B Hero kKameHb. [l0 cCYacCTbio,
OYyNbDKHUK nposieTen MuMo 6aTOWKWM M nonan B UKOHY «BockpeceHue
XpuctoBo». bblnnv N Apyrve MOMeEHTbl, Korga Ha »XW3Hb otua Kupwunina
nokylwanunce. Focnoab, cnasa bory, ero xpaHur.

CerogHsa OaTiOWKa >»XWUBET, KOHEYHO, KaKUM-TO 4ynom, [1pOoMbIC/IOM
BoXxnmm n Hawmmm monutBaMu. OaMH Haw O6paT ckasan, 4To baTiowkKa -
3TO yaepxuBatowmn. lMNMomMHUTE, Kak y anoctona [Masna:«MNb6o TanHa
0e33aKoHNA yXXe B OeNCTBUU; TOJIbKO eCTb Tenepb YAep>XMBaLLUNA,
A0Ko1e OH He ByaeT OTHAT OT cpenbl» (2 Pec. 2:7).

MonntBa oTua Kupunna - yaep>xumpawwaa Hawero spemMeHn. OaunH
aOHCKUN apXMUMaHOPUT, Hall PyCcCKMn BpaT, roBopuT: BaTioWwKa y Hac
30ecb, Ha CeaTon Fope, 4acTo 6biBaeT, 4yXOM C HAaMU MPUCYTCTBYET.
Hanocnenok BOT 4TO s BaM CKaxXy, goporuve. [yxoBHbIA OMbIT OTLa
Knpunna nnn gpyroro noaBm>XHMUKa nepefatb Ha CQI0OBaxX O4YeHb CJI0XKHO.
Mpuwnanm MoHaxn K AHTOHUIO Bennkomy, paccrnpawwinBaloT ero o 4yXOBHOMN
XKU3HW, @ OOMH noceTuTesib MosiHa cnanT. FoBOpUT eMy AHTOHUN: «A 4TO
e Tbl HMW O 4YeM He crnpawmsaewb?» A OH oTBevaeT: «OT4e, MHe
AOCTaTOYHO TOJIbKO CMOTPEeTb Ha Tebs».

BoT Tak n ¢ otyom Kmpunnom. OH o4eHb Masio rosopusa, ocobeHHO ecnu
ero He cnpawwuBann. Ho 6onbLIOe 3HAYEeHMEe UMEeN ero JINYHbIN NpumMep -
Hago Oblno BUAeTb €ero Auuo, BCerga pafocTHoe, yhbibawlweecs,
C/MbllWaTb ero nackosble cnosa: «[obpbiMm nogsam - nobpbii Bevep», «Bbl
Kak B pato, Bawe npenogobue», - oT Hero sesno nbosbio. Kak MNocnoab
ckaszan B EBaHrenuun: «...Haydutecb oT MeHs, nbo 4 KpOTOK N CMUpPeEH
cepauem, n HangeTe NokKom aywam sawmm» (Md. 11:29).

Fnags Ha 3TOT XKMBOW NMpuUMep, Tbl MOHUMAJ: HYXXHO XXWUTb U AenaTb Tak
xe.

ApxumaHapuT 3axapus (LLKypuxuH)

NcToyHuk: XXypHasn "[lokpoB"
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ELDER NIKOLAI GURYANOV
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With a deep love for God and the Heavenly Queen, a monk once asked in his sincere prayer,
“Show me what mortal in our sinful world lives like the Holy Fathers and what struggler
pleases Thee in his love for Thee and his neighbor.” After his prayer the Heavenly Queen
appeared to him, pointing directly to the Island of Zalit, where the spirit filled Elder Nikolai
lived. “Go there immediately,” She said, “do not waste time.” The words She spoke to him
entered so clearly into his heart that he was able to write them down after this vision. This is
what the Mother of God told him:

“There lives on the island a man of great spiritual strength, and he is particularly dear to the
Lord, because he is one from the last times. In him all of you can see the precious
manifestations of our faith and the highest love of Christ, which is so rare and uncommon.
The Elder Nikolai loves Christ and his neighbor so excessively that nothing could distract
him from the love of God. That place on the island is to be sacred; a Temple of the Throne of
God will be erected there. Ordinary people shouldn’t work at that place; there should be
monks with pure hearts and righteous thoughts. By God’s Will, the departure time of Father
Nikolai to the Abode of God is approaching. There is no person on this sinful earth who
doesn’t need his holy blessing.”

Thus the Heavenly Queen revealed the otherworldliness of the righteous God-bearing Elder
Nikolai Guryanov.

This eblder of the last times was a chosen vessel of God’s grace from his youth. “Even as a
little kid,” he said, “I was very much attached to the Church of God, her servants, and I have
kept this love all my life. I served in the altar, read and sang in choir, and visited houses
together with priests to sing molebens.” Holy Martyr Benjamin of Petersburg, the spiritual
father of the elder, frequently visited the Church where the young elder served. Before his
martyrdom, Bishop Benjamin embraced and kissed the young Nikolai and said: “What a
lucky man you are that you are with the Lord.” Then the bishop prophetically put a prelate
cross around the neck of the eight-year-old Nikolai. The elder carried the cross of the bishop
reverently and courageously throughout his life and presented himself before Christ with the
same prelate cross in his hands. “I was a monk from my childhood,” said the elder, “I didn’t
know or seek anybody except for the Lord. Because monasticism is a reward from the Lord,
God’s calling, it is such a heavenly joy to serve the Heavenly Bridegroom!”
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In 1926 Nikolai finished Gatchina Pedagogical College and in 1929 he received an incomplete
pedagogical education at the Leningrad Institute, from which he was excluded for having
spoken out at a meeting against the closure of one of the nearby churches. In 1931 when the
elder was 22, he was arrested by the communist authorities for serving the Church of Christ
and thrown in the prison “Kresty” (Crosses) in Leningrad. He was sentenced to suffer in the
gulag labor camps near Kiev in Ukraine and spent 7 years in Syktyvkar (Republic of Komi).
When freed, Fr. Nikolai worked as a teacher of mathematics in Tosno because residence in
Leningrad was denied him. Enduring much persecution and risking his life, he served the
Church in Tosno as a Psalm reader. During WWII, Fr. Nikolai was not mobilized because of a
weakness and pain in his feet that was caused by the severe work forced upon him in the
gulags. When German forces occupied his home district of Gdov, he and other residents were
exiled to the Baltic. In exile, Fr. Nikolai became a student at the Vilnius Theological
Seminary in Lithuania, which opened in 1942. After two semesters of seminary studies the
elder was consecrated to the priesthood by the exarch metropolitan Sergius (Voskresenskiy)
at Riga Orthodox Cathedral of Christ s Nativity in Latvia.

By this time, in Fr. Nikolai’s Russian motherland, all monasteries had been raided; monks
and nuns were shot and sent to gulag camps to die. His entire mother Church was liquidated
at the hands of Godless atheists. Any signs of religiousness in the country were violently
uprooted and all Church hierarchs, priests and lay people were silenced, usually by torture
and death. The totalitarianism of the Godless government strived at any cost to cut the
ground from under the centuries-old tree of Russian Orthodoxy. The preservation of all
ancient monastic traditions and other traditions of the Church seemed doomed. While the
blood of martyrs was being spilt all around him, Fr. Nikolai continued to serve as a priest in
the Baltic States. It seemed that the mind of Fr. Nikolai was being preserved by God for his



Russian people. In a world when monastics were being murdered, Fr. Nikolai preserved
strict monastic tradition without any proper training. He was a lover of truth and therefore a
stranger to this world. The Lord was forming in him the radical characteristics of an
Orthodox elder, a tradition being suppressed by the authorities around him. He portrayed
meekness, longsuffering, love, and purity, imitating his suffering Savior. All these
characteristics were instilled in him by God; he had no great spiritual guidance, but
developed these virtues through his extreme denial of this world.

When Fr. Nikolai was forty years old he went back to Leningrad to study at the Theological
Seminary. During this time the Lord called Fr. Nikolai’s soul from this life and death came
upon him. His soul was then lead to Heaven and then shown the abyss of hell. When gazing
upon hell and the people suffering therein, the righteous Fr. Nikolai cried out in pain, “Lord
how to save them?” The Lord answered him, “Only people living on earth can save them
through their prayers.” Then the elder began to beg the Lord to send him back to his body so
that he could pray for them. He was then restored to life and he always kept this vision in
mind, being mindful always of his death. He would say, “Do not forget about your outcome
and there will be no sin in your soul.” And close to the end of his life he told others, “I was
ready long ago, it is a sin to remain here, my relatives are waiting for me: the Tsar and the
Empress, Father John of Kronstadt, Illarion Gdovski, and my mom is waiting.”

In 1958, the already-formed elder was transferred to the Pskov bishopric as parish priest of
Saint Nicholas’ church on the island of Zalit in Chudskoye Lake where he spent the
remaining 42 years of his life; 40 as a priest and then retiring to a small and humble wooden
cell nearby. During this whole time, the holiness of the elder was kept secret and in
obscurity. Only those who knew him saw glimpses of the otherworldly fervor he possessed.
When the Soviet government collapsed, the elder was able to fling open the doors of his
humble cell to receive all those who were weary and heavy laden. During these times, Russia
was baptized a second time. Churches began to open in all the villages and monasteries were
reborn. Church life began to flourish and Orthodox crosses began to shine once again over
the cities. The Church began to take in many catechumens and books began to be printed
about Christ’s ancient Church and the mysticism of Orthodoxy. The people of Russia were
thirsty for Christ, yet seventy years of atheist oppression had crippled them. The Soviets had
murdered the Church’s leaders, her elders, and all her holy men. This was the elder’s calling
and this is why God had set him apart for so long. In a time when Holy people were scarce
and only found in books, the elder represented a living and breathing link with Russia’s
ancient and spiritually rich past. He was a new Moses, leading people away from the
captivity of the atheist regime. He was the yeast that helped cause the new bread of Russia to
rise from the ashes of a suppressive government. The Island of Zalit became a spiritual
hospital and a safe haven for those on the weary road of life. The elder was a spiritual force,
penetrating into the souls of Christ’s followers, and sometimes even further into the hearts of
yesterday’s communists, making them stand with reverence before God. Thus the elder not
only helped his people, but his previous persecutors, imitating Christ in every part of his life.
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The elder didn’t talk with people in complicated parables like many false self-proclaiming
gurus, but he talked with simplicity and in this God’s will was revealed to the listener. He
spoke to the hearts of many from all corners of the earth. He knew what was in the hearts of
all who came to him; he clearly saw the past, present, and future of his spiritual children and
he would simply great all with what they needed. The Lord gave him the knowledge of man’s
inner state. He would never say something that would affect a person’s feelings, but to those
who were haughty he would give sound advice. To one man who was very severe to his wife,
the elder simply said to him, “Be softer.” With these words the man walked away with a new
revelation about himself. It often happened this way; a man would coming seeking
something and leave with a new understanding about himself and a lesson he didn’t expect
to hear. Fr. Nikolai was gracious and lenient to the repentant people visiting him. One
visitor, standing next to the fence of the elder’s cottage and tormenting from so much shame,
that not only could he not talk to the elder but also couldn’t lift his eyes up on him, suddenly
heard the quiet voice of Fr, Nikolai say to a lay sister, “Go, call him.” She went over and
invited the tormented man to the elder. Fr. Nikolai then anointed him and kept repeating:
“God’s mercy is with you; God’s mercy is with you...” The oppressive condition of the man
thawed and disappeared in this ray of the elder’s love. However the elder could meet
differently those, who didn’t have any repentance: “Don’t visit me anymore.” He told to one
pilgrim. These are frightful words to hear from such a great and righteous man.

No space or time was limited to the otherworldly elder. He was so immersed in the love of
God that he worked many miracles in His name, including appearing to others in need of
help on the other side of the world. The second conductor of the Chicago symphony
orchestra, arriving in St Petersburg on a tour, visited the elder and shared with him his fears.
On the eve of his journey his wife got in a motor-car accident, and this caused a miscarriage


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/79914.htm

to happen. This incident made the conductor to worry in his soul and have the gloomy idea
that these events might mean that their marriage wasn’t God’s Will. The elder consoled the
arriving musician and said that his fears are in vain. The next day the happy husband called
to America to share his gladness with his wife. “I know everything”, answered the wife from
the other end of the line. “How do you know?” the stunned conductor asked. “He came to me
in a light sleep at night with words of love and encouragement.” The elder performed many
miracles like this, comforting the people. There is no doubt that the elder has affected the
consciousness of today’s Orthodox Christian, for even the memory of him brings joy to one’s

soul.
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Shortly before his death, the elder said, “I will fly away on wings, I have huge and strong ones
and I will reach “there” in that moment ... and at Home will pray for you all...” After many
miracles of healing paralytics, the blind, those with cancer, and the mute, the elder said in
his last days, “’Christ is light of my entire life. He fills all around me and in me. I gave all I
could to people, to the people of God and to Mother Church. Now I am ready and leave to the
Sweatiest Savior of the world—Christ.” Upon his deathbed, the elder saw the Holy Archangel
Gabriel enter his room with a bouquet of lilies to symbolize the elder’s purity and holiness.
Seeing this the elder said, “He has blessed me, and crossed with this lily!” The elder then
passed away on April 4th 2002.

After vesting his body and preparing it for the funeral, the priest walked over to the elder’s
coffin to place a blessing cross and Gospel book in his hands. When the priest got close to put
the cross in his right hand, the elder’s hand suddenly moved and grabbed the cross from the
priest. The priest then leaned over and saw the elder left hand open in order for the priest to
put the Gospel in it. In this, Christ already revealed the glorification of the elder, whom
because of his love for Christ, death could not contain. Many of his spiritual children which
were gathered around witnessed this miracle and also continually smelt the fragrant lilies the
elder said the archangel had before. As some were kissing his hands at the last farewell,
myrrh was seen to miraculously flow from his right hand. Thus, not being bound by death,



the elder continues to console and lead people to the last true rebellion, which is faith in
Christ.

John Valadez

Death to the World
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