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Pacnucanmne borocavikenuii / Services in November

Saturday S November
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6aenue

Sunday 6 November
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacsl u boxxecTBeHHas JIUTYprusi.

Saturday 12 November
No Vigil because of Liturgy in Norwich/ Becenoutnoe 61enus Het, nutyprust B Hopuue

Sunday 13 November
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u bojxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 19 November
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6aenue

Sunday 20 November
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus.

Saturdav 26 November
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6aenue
Sunday 27 November
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10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxkecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Baptisms in October:

22 October: Andrei Cebuc

22 October: Giulia Dumitrache
29 October: Gabriela Fekete

29 October: Antonia Rusu

30 October Ekaterina Dumitrascu

Weddings in October:
23 October: Constantin Sorescu and Gheorghita Pelin
30 October: Dmitrijs Ovcherenko and Valentina Smirnova

Funeral in October:

31 October: Irina Lansley, aged 95, the Russo-Greek opera singer descended from the
Imperial Comnenoi family of Constantinople and donor to us of a piece of the True Cross that
is contained inside the cross that you kiss every Sunday. Eternal Memory!

Apologies for the lateness of this Newsletter, caused by the inability of BT to provide an
internet service for nine days!!

ITAPAJA 7 HOABPA 1941 TOJIA

JnakoH Baaanmmup Bacuamk

lMapad 7 Hosibpsi 1941 e. Ha KpacHou nnow,adu
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75 neT Hasag npouv3oLWI0 3Hadumoe cobbiTme B ucTopun Benukon
OTeyvyecTBEHHON BOWHbLI, CPaBHMUMOE C nobenon B BOEHHOW onepaunumn. 3To
— napag 7 HosAbpsa 1941 r. OH sasumnca obpa3uoM He TOJIbKO
BEJZINKONIENMHOW OpraHusaunum, HO U LYXOBHOro My)XecCTBa pPYCCKOro
COBETCKOro 4yesioBeka.

Ecnum 6bl KTO B KOHUE OKTA6pA 1941 r. Mor NpefnosioXXnTb, 4TO 7 HOA6pS
B MockBe nponaeTr TpaguUMOHHLIM nNapag B 4YecTb oO4epenHoun
roOOBLWHbI peBOIOLMK, TO ero 6bl CoYM CcymMacllegwmnm.

Korpa CTtasiuH cnpocuJ, csieayeT Jim NPOBOAUTL Napan, reHepanbl

M HAPKOMbI €ro He cpa3y gaXxe NOoHAJNMU
foTOBWUICA COBCEM ApyroMm napag — C HeMeuKoW CTOopoHbl. [locne
pa3rpoMa LleHTpanbHOro hpoHTa U OKPY>XXeHUdA Tpex apMmuin noa Bazbmon
B Ha4dane okTabpsa MHorme cymtanum, 4To MockBa nageT. M3 ctonmubl 16
oKTAbpA Havanacb MaccoBas 3BaKyauuss, BO MHOMOM CTUXWUNHAS.
JBaKyMnpoBanCb  HapkKoMmaThl, MocosibCTBa,  3aBoAbl n MOCTbI
MWUHNPOBAJINCb Ha CJlydan, eCcnm HeMubl BCe e BOopBYyTCA B Mocksy. B
KoHUe Hosbps Hemubl ctosnm B 70-80 KM OT CTONMUbI, N COBETCKME
BOWCKa Benun Tsxenble obopoHuTesnbHble 6on. UM kKorpga CTanuH Ha
coBewaHnn 28 okKTaAbpsa cnpocwun, cnegyetr nuM NpoBOAUTbL Napag,
reHepasibl U HapKOMbl ero He cpa3y paxke noHann. W nuwe nocne
TpeTbero BOMpoca ropsa4yo nogaepxanu: «Jfla, KOHe4yHo, 3TO nogHuUMeT
AYX N apMunn, N Hapoga».

CywecTtBoBasio ABa npenatcTteud. [lepBoe — BO3MOXHOEe HeMeLKoe
HacTynJeHme B pAeHb Mapaga. OgHako [.K. XXykKoB, KOMaHAYOLNI
LUeHTpanbHbIM (poHTOM C 10 okTabps, pydancs, 4TO HeMUbl ero He
HaYHYT, MOCKOJIbKY MoHecnn Bbonbline noTepm N BblAOXANCL. M HY>XHO

BpeMsi, 4TOObl BHOBb HAKOMUTb CWJbl. /I BTOpoe — BO3MOXHbIN HaneT
HEeMeLKMX caMoJIeTOoB Ha MOCKBY B [leHb Napajia U OMacHOCTb yaapa no
KpacHom naowann, KOTOpPY!0 HaZsexxano nepeg napagom

neMackmpoBaTb. XKYKOB MpensioxXmns HaHecTU MNpeBeHTUBHbIM yadap Mo
HeMeLuKMUM a3pogpomMaM n npueBfedYb ONs 3awunTbl MocKkoBCckoro Heba
aBnayumlo  Opyrux  (QpoHTOoB. [lepBOro-BToporo HosAbpa  npowaw
WHTEHCUBHble OOMGEXKW HeMeuKMX as3poApOMOB, B YHaCTHOCTW, MNoAa
KannHuHoMm, rpe 6asmpoBanncb wuctpebutenn, conpoBoXXgasBLune
bombapavpoBwmKNn Ha MockBy. O4HaKO B CaMbl OeHb Napaga nollesn
CHer n Ha4anacb MeTesib. Yrpo3a € Bo34yxa oTrnana.

MooroTtoBka K Mapady BeslaCcb B COXKaTble Cpoku. OpKecTp npuLlioCh
cobupatb «C 60py MO COCeHKe» U peneTmpoBaTb B YCNOBUAX
cekpeTHocTn. O caMoM Napaje BOeHHbIM 06bABUAN HakKaHyHe B 23-00, a
npeacTtasuTensaM Tpyoawmnxca m Toro nosgHee — B 5-00. B napape
y4acTtBoBasno 28 467 4enosek, B ToM 4ucne: 19 044 nexoTumHueB, 546
KaBanepucTos; 732 cTpenka u nysnemeTydymka , 2165 aptunnepuctos, 450
TaHkucToB, 5520 ononyeHueB (20 6aTanboHOB). B napane Ha KpacHown
njowann yyactsoBasio 16 TayaHOK, BOOPYXeHMEe N BOEeHHas TexHUKa
bl npenctaBneHsl 296 nynemetamu, 18 MmHoMmeTammn, 12 3eHUTHbLIMU
nynemetamu, 12 m™manokanubepHoiMn un 128 opyavsamm cpegHen wu
bonbwon mowHocTn, 160 TaHkamu (70 BT-7, 48 T-60, 40 T-34, 2 KB). B



BO34YLLUHOM Napage npegnosaranocb un ydyactne 300 camoneTtoB. OgHaKo
N3-3a CUIbHOIO CHeronaga v Nypru Bo34yLWHbIN napag 6bis1 OTMEHEH.
Mapan Havancsa posHo B 8:00 7 Hos6psA. BOT Kak onucbiBasna €ro Havano
raseTta «Be4depHas MockBa: «YHacbl Cnacckom bawHwM rynko épocunm Ha
naowanb BoceMb yaapoB. — lMapaa, cMupHo! N3 BopoT Cnacckon 6aluHu
Ha p[obpoM, Trops4YeM KOHe Bble3XKaeT 3aMecTuTeslb HapPOoLAHOro
Komuccapa obopoHbl CCCP Mapwan CoseTckoro Coto3a ToB. byaeHHbIN.
HaBcTpeyy eMy CKayeT KOMaHOYOWMA napanoM reHepasn-nenTeHaHT TOB.
ApTemMbesB.

MpuHAB panopT, TOB. byAeHHbIN B CONPOBOXOEHUN FreHepasn-NenTeHaHTa
obbexas BOWCKaA, BbICTPOEHHbIE K Mapajy, W Mno3gopoBasics C HUMW.
BoapbiM «ypa» oTBe4anu 6onubl Ha npuBeTcTBMe Mapwana CoBeTCKOro
Coto3a. 3akoH4mB obbespn, ToBapuw, byaeHHbIn nogbexan K MaB3oJsielo,
JIErKO COCKO4YMU1 C KOHA 1 NOOHANCA Ha TpUbyHy.

OpkecTp noman curHan «Cnywante Bce!» Ha KpacHonm nsowann
BOUapuaacb NoJIHAA TULIMHA, N C KOPOTKOM peyvybio K BOMCKaM U Hapoay
CTpaHbI obpaTuncs MNpencenatens Ko, BepxoBHbIN
FnaBHOKOMaHAaywLWmn n HapkoMm o6opoHbl CCCP N.B. CTannH».

B peun CtannHa cnepyet BbiAeINTb ABa MOMeHTa. [lepBoe — TO, 4YTO OH,
no3apasnss C PEBOJIIOLNOHHBIM npasgHNKOM, ncnonb3oBan
PEBOJIIOLMOHHYIO PUTOPWUKY MO CaMOMy MUHMMYMY U CBeJl  BCKO
rpa>KQaHCKylo BOMHY K nobene Hag wWHTepBeHTamMu. W HanpoTwuB,
HaMOMHW/T O BEJIMKUX MMEHaX PYCCKOW NCTOPUU BEJIMKOKHSAXKECKOro u
LLApCKOro nepuopga, KoTopble 0CMenBasinCb 1 orJsieBbiBanncb B 1920-e n B
Havane 1930-x ropos: «BowHa, KOTOpPYyKW Bbl BegeTe, eCTb BOWHa
ocsoboaunTenbHas, BOMHa cnpasepnmeas. [NyCcTb BOOXHOB/ISET BAaC B 3TON
BOMHE MY>XeCTBEHHbIN 0bpa3 HalnMx BeIMKUX NpeakoB — AnekcaHapa
Hesckoro, Oumutpua  OoHckoro, Ky3bMbl  MwuHuHa, OumMutpus
Moxxapckoro, AnekcaHgpa CysopoBa, Mwuxawmna KyTy3osal». 3pech
TPYAHO He yBUAETb nepecedyeHnss ¢ obpaweHneMm naTpuapLuero
mecTobnocTutena mutpononmta Ceprus: «BCcnOMHMM CBATbIX BOXAEWN
pycckoro Hapogfa, Hanpumep, AnekcaHgpa Hesckoro, AOuMutpusd
[ OHCKOro, monaraslMX CBOW OyWWM 3a Hapoh U poauHy». Te pycckue
npaBoC/iaBHble JOAW, KOTOpble CAaywanu napag WM 4YuUTalm O HeM,
ocobeHHO rnyboko nepexmBann BOCCTAaHOBMEHME MATPMOTU3IMa W
npon3HeceHne CBATbIX WMEeH pPYCCKUX BOXKOEeW rJfaBou rocynapcTsa.
BecTb 0 mapage B ocaxaéHHom MockBe 6bicTpo obnetena 6ykBasbHO
BECb MUp.

CBnpeTenbCTByeT HblHe 34paBCTByOWMN 6nokagHWK, AO.U.H., Mnpod.
Cnery KO.I'. AnekceeB 0 CBOEW XM3HW B BNoOKagHOM JleHMHrpage m o
BMeYyaT/ieHUX, KOTOpOe OKa3aJl Ha Hero napag v pedb BOXAA: «U3
MarasuHOB McYe3asn NPoAyKTbl, COKpalwanacbk Bbiaadya xneba. Havanuco
NOCTOSAAHHbIe apTobcTpenbl, 6omMbexkn. Ho cambiM CTpawHbLIM OHEM O
MeHa cTano 16 okTabpsd, korga B rasetax A npoduTan: «MockBa Ha
ocafHOM MoJIoXKeHUn». B rosoBy He BMeLllanoCb, 4TO MockBy coaayT. U
HaCKOJIbKO PafoOCTHOW OKa3asiaCcb BeCTb O mMapage 7 Hoabpsa 1941 r. um
pedb CTannHa, ero npusbiBbl: «llog 3HameHamn AnekcaHapa Hesckoro,
OmnTtpna LOoHckoro, MuHmHa wn lMoxxapckoro, CysopoBa n KyTysoBa —
Brepen kK nobene». U gymanocb: «Cnaa bory! KoHel 3TOMy NpoKAATOMY



TPOLLKUCTCKOMY WHTEepHauMOoHaIn3mMy. Bo3BpaltaeTcs pPyCCKNIn
NaTPUOTU3M».

C obpaweHnem mectobnocTntensa Ceprmsa CTaIMHCKYO pedb obbegnHaeT
elle ofHa 4YepTta — WUCTOPUYECKUA ONTUMM3M. BOT 4TO roBopwua rnasa
rocypapcrtea: «BcnomHuTe 1918 roa. Tpu 4eTBepTW Hawen CTpaHbl
HaxoOusioCb Torga B pykKax WHOCTPaHHbIX WHTEPBEHTOB. YKpauHa,
KaBka3, CpegHsasa A3usa, Ypan, Cnbupb, OanbHnin BoCcTok Obli BpEMEHHO
noTepsHbl Hamn. Y Hac He Obl1I0 COK3HUKOB, Y Hac He 6bio KpacHon
ApMnn, — Mbl €e TOJIbKO Havasan co3daBaTb, — He XBaTaso xjeba, He
XBaTasio BOOPYXeHUsA, He XxBaTasno oObMyHOMpoBaHMA. 14 rocynapcTs
Hacefdanu Torga Ha Hally 3emJo. Ho Mbl He yHbIBasIK, HE Najasn OYXOM.
B orHe BOWHbLI opraHn3oBann Torga Mol KpacHyo ApMuio U npespaTuin
Halwy CTpaHy B BOEHHbIN narepb. N 410 xe? Mbl pa3bunm MHTEpPBEHTOB,
BEPHY/IN BCe NOTEPSAHHbIE TeppuTopun n gobunncs nobenbi».

CpaBHMM 3TO CO cnoBamMm MecTobnocTuTensa: «Hawwu npegkn He naganm
AYXOM U Npu XyAweM MNOSIOKEHUN, NOTOMY YTO MOMHWUAN HE O JINYHbIX
OMNAaCHOCTAX W BbIrogax, a O CBALWEHHOM CBOEeM [oJire npen poanHom v
Bepon, 1 Bbixoannm nobegntenamms.

C peuyblo npousowsia Haknagka. KuHoonepaTtopbl HE CMOrJ/iN TOJIKOM ee
3aCHATb, N MO3TOMY MNPULLIOCH MOBTOPSATbL ee 3aHoBO. 14 Hosbps B
CeepanoBckoMm 3ane 6bbiBwero 3pgaHua CeHaTa Obina cobpaHa To4vHas
Konua ueHTpanbHon TpubyHbl MaB3ones, yCTaHOBNEHbI OCBETUTESIbHbIE
npmnbopbl, KMHOKamMepbl, MUKpocdoH. Ha crneaywowmnm aeHb, 15 Hosbps
1941 r., 6bina caenaHa 3anucb BbiCcTynaeHns W.B. CTtannHa, KoTopasa u
Bowia B hunbm pexunccepa J1. BapnamoBa «XXIV-bin OkTa6pb. Peyb U.B.
CranuHa». Kagpbl napaja BNocneacTsmMm BOWAN B PUSIbM pexxmnccepos Jl.
BapnamoBa n W. KonasnnHa «Pa3rpoM HemeuKO-(alUMCTCKUX BOWCK MNOA
MockBomn», BbllLUeALLINA Ha 3KpaHbl 23 ¢despansd 1942 r. v Nony4YmBLINN B
1943 r. nepBbin B CCCP amepukaHCKMn «OcKap» B HOMUHaUUWN «JlyYwimnn
OOKYMEeHTasNbHbIN PUsibM». HN 3pnTenn, HU KUHOKPUTUKK HEe 3aMeTunn,
yTto y CTannHa 130 pTa He wen nap, XoTd N 3TO NpenycMaTpmBaioCh: B
CeHaTe OTKpPbIIN OKHA.
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lMapad 7 Hosi6ps 1941 e. Ha KpacHol nnowadu



Mocne peyn CtanuvHa nopn 3ByKM Mapwa C.A. YepHeukoro «[llapapn»
HayaNoCb TOPXXeCTBEHHOEe [OBMXXEeHMe BOWCK, MepBbiM wWesl CBOAHbIN
baTanboH KYpPCaHTOB 1-ro MocCKOBCKOrro KpacHO3HaMeHHOro
aApTUINIEPUACKOrO0  yyuwauwa BO TrJlaBe C  Ha4YaJIbHUKOM  y4uaumLla
nonkoBHMkom HO.M. Bba)xaHoBbIM. [locne NpPoXoXOeHUs NexoTbl FPAHYN
MapLlw «KaBanepumnckasa pbiCb», U Ha Naowanb BCTYNWIN KaBasepucThl, 3a
KOTOPbIMW HEC/INCb MyNeMeTHble Ta4YaHKW. 3a HUMN LWAn aBToMobuan c
3eHUTHbIMW yCTaHOBKaMu. B 3aBeplleHUW napaja nMporpoxoTasin TaHKU
— nerkune (bT-7), cpegHne (T-34), Taxenole — 2 KB (ocTanbHble Obln
HY>XHbl Ha (poHTe). Ha cnepnywlwnn OeHb MHOrMe y4yacTHUKW napaja
y>xe 6blsin Ha nepeaoBOi.

Bo BpeMs nmapaga roToBUWINCh K XyALleMy — K HEMeLUKOoMYy Hanety. bbinn
pa3BepHyTbl MegULUNHCKME U cnacaTesibHble YacTu. Ho, cnasa bory, oHu
He noTpeboBanucb. Hemeyukon 6ombexkn He 6biN0. N1 HE TONLKO M3-3a
NJoXOoW norogbl, HO, B MepByl o4epenb, 6narogaps MOABUIY HaLIUX
NIeTYMKOB U 3€HUTYMKOB. A NCTOPUSA ero TakoBa.

EcTecTBEHHO, pycCKMe KOMaHQAbl, PyCCKMe MapLinM N rpoOXOT COBETCKUX
canor 6binn ChblWHbI U B bepanHe. HUKTO 13 NpUBANXKEHHbIX HE PUCKHYN
ocBegoMnTb [utnepa o MOCKOBCKOM Mapafe, He »Xesnas paHUTb ero
«HexXHoe» cepaue. OH caMm y3Han o6 >3ToM, C/ly4YalHO BKJIOYUB
MPUEeMHUK, 1N, OaXKe He 3Has PYCCKOro s3blka, MOHAM, 4TO npoucxoout. B
npynagke OUKOM ApOCTM OH NoMYancsa K TenedoHy 1 Bbi3Bas KOMaHAMpa
bombapavpoBoyHonM 3ckagpbl, 6asupoBaBwencsa non Mockson. OH
OoTYMTaN ero Kak MaJlbyULIKYy, He Ccaywas ero <«xKankunm nenet
onpaBhaHNsa» W CCbUJIKW Ha HeNeTHyw norogy, W nNo4 KoHew,
roJIOBOMOMKN CKa3an: «[laito BaM 4ac ON8 UCKYMJeHUs BUHbIL. [Mapan
HY>XHO pa36ombuTb BO 4TO 6bI TO HW CTano. HemenneHHo BblNeTanNTe
BCEM BalWMM coegunHeHuneMm. Bepgute ero camu. JIn4Ho!» 3710 6bIN0
camoybuincTeo: Hag MockeBon byweBana meTenb. TeM He MeHee npukas
eCTb MNMpukKas: coefuHeHne B3JieTesio U nowsio Ha MockBy. HO HM oauH
bombapavpoBWNK 00 Hee He pobpancd. Ha 6aAmkHMX noacTynax K
ropoay nctpebutenm 6 Koprnyca n 3eHUTYUKKU NMBO MOCKBbI YHUYTOXNNN
34 HeMeUKUX camosieTa.

MoMmaHeM Tex, KTO COXpaHUN ANA Hac Hawe OTe4yecTBO, KTO ABUN

MUPY HecrmbaeMocCTb Ayxa PyCcCKOro 4yesioBeKka
B 3T oHM nomsaHeM Tex, KTO COXpaHwun Ang Hac Hawe OTe4yecTBO, Hall
CTOJIbHbIN rpafd MOCKBY, KTO siBUJ1 MUPY HecrmbaemocTb AyXa PYCCKOro
YyesioBeKa, ero Bepy u Bosito K nobene. N B 3ToT AeHb No-ocobomy 3By4aT
CJ/10Ba MecHU n3 knuHouibMa «brutea 3a MoCKBy»:

«CIbILLUNTCA HaM 3X0 AaBHero napaja,

CHATCA HaM MapLUpyTbl r1aBHoOro 6pocka,

Tbl — MOl Hagexxa, Tbl — MOs oTpaja,

B cepaue y conpgata Tbl, MO MoCKBa.

Mbi cBoto nobeny BbICTpagasn HeCTHO,

lpenaHbl CBATOMY KPOBHOMY POACTBY,

B ka>xgomM HOBOM foMe, B KaXXJow HOBOW MNecHe
lMomHUTe ylenlmnx B butey 3a MockBy.



Cepeble WwnHenn. Pycckue TaiaHThl.
CuHee cnsHbe HernoAKyrnHbIX r/ias...

Ha paBHWHax CHEXHbIX — IOHbI€ KYPCaHThI.
Ha4yanocb beccmepTbe. XXn3Hb obopBasiacek.
MHe Ha 3TOM cBeTe HUYero He Hazgo,
Tosibko 6 B inxoseTbe Thl bblsla XXMBa,

Tbl — MOS1 Hagexa, Tbl — MOS 0Tpaja,

B kaxxgom pycckom cepaue Tbl, MOt MockBa».

JunakoH Baaanmup Bacuamk
7 Hos6ps 2016 r.

THE LOVE OF GOD WALKS WOUNDED THROUGH THE
WORLD

Sermon on the day of holy Great Marty Demetrios the Myrrh-
Gusher

Er. Cyprian Negryanu
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Today we have the remarkable and blessed feast of St. Demetrios of Thessaloniki. You know
about the majority of his life, you know that he was the son of the mayor of Thessaloniki, that
his parents were secret Christians and didn’t even tell him about it. And only later, when he
was already ten or twelve, they took him and showed him the room where they secretly went
to pray to God before the icons. They told him that all the idols he heard about and the
statues and temples that filled the city of Thessaloniki were demons, untruths, lies invented
by the people, but the true God is the God of Sabbaoth, the Lord Jesus Christ, manifested in
the flesh.
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Then he came to believe and confessed God and was baptized, and when his father died, he
became the mayor and received much praise and honor from the emperor. But as soon as
Demetrios received authority over the city of Thessaloniki he began to close the places where
people gathered to worship idols and publicly preached the true God. Having learned of this,
the emperor sent him a message, that he himself was coming to hold trial over him and
punish him. However, St. Demetrios did not stop, but only continued to confess Christ and
strengthen the gathering places of the Christians and their abodes, hitherto secret, and
helped them. He turned many to faith before the emperor arrived and threw him into prison
to be tortured.

Perhaps there are three great features that distinguish St. Demetrios from other saints, as the
scent of one flower differs from that of another. First, that he came from a noble family of
rulers, from the mayor, and enjoyed riches and the praise and honor of the emperor. He
could have counted on it in the future and cajoled himself with the hope of reaching Rome
and becoming one of the emperor’s confidants, but deemed it all worthless in comparison
with the confession of Christ.

This was his distinguishing feature. Other martyrs thought alike, but he especially, like those
who had great wealth, left everything and turned to God and confessed Him.

The second characteristic, which I can say is peculiar, which we don’t find in the lives of
other saints, is that he blessed Nestor to duel with Lyaeus who mocked Christians. It was
precisely those whom he converted and helped that were taken to the arena to be killed and
turned into nothing by this Lyaeus, a unique gladiator, reputed to be the strongest in the
whole empire, a favorite of the emperor, mocking Christians, and, perhaps, killing them in
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various ways, to delight the emperor who was entertained by watching Christians in the
arena.

And here some youth named Nestor, perhaps already knowing Demetrios before, came to
him to ask his blessing for a contest with this Lyaeus, that he could no more mock and kill
Christians. Demetrios blessed him. If we know about the Great Martyr Mina that he always
stands for justice, quickly helping when you lose something, or when you are treated
unfairly, when you are despised despite that you have every right to be respected—then St.
Demetrios, before the face of this injustice, this malice, this flood of hatred and
unrighteousness which descends upon Christians, does not behave meekly, as a lamb or
dove. But his blessing possessed the wisdom of a serpent, as the Savior says,[1] and the
mocking of Christians ceased.

That is, his soul burned with a desire for truth. He thirsted for it—blessed are those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness...[2] He was one of those who considered it unjust,
what was happening when these people, these Christians, believers in Christ, the true God,
suffered and underwent such derision. Although he knew that these Christians would not go
unrewarded and that a great recompense awaited them in Heaven, still he stopped this
injustice already here, on earth.

Perhaps, when a multitude of untruths, evil and adverse events one after the other bring such
injustices upon us—even if we deserve them, even if we confess that they should fall upon us,
that we are sent what we deserve—we can have St. Demetrios as our helper and say to him:
“As then you could not bear to see the Christian race persecuted and scorned, and your
blessing made the fragile Nestor stronger than the powerful Lyaeus, and he defeated him, so
now do so. Pray to Christ, the Son of God, Whom you love, that He might help me.”

The third unique characteristic is that when they killed him, he raised his right arm—and so
he is depicted in icons—when they rushed at him with spears to stab him. He raised his right
arm, to be pierced in the right side, as Christ was pierced, and that by his very death he
might confess Christ.

All of this we can see in several small details, and we can form an image of St. Demetrios and
understand why God glorified him and vouchsafed him such esteem among people, as few
saints were blessed with in this age.

Why did Nestor need his blessing? What does a blessing mean? Ultimately, it is prayer. After
all, we are unable to bless by our own power, but we ask the blessings of God upon someone.
Why did he need his blessing? Why does the blessing of many, or our own blessing have no
power, but his had it? Beyond all doubt because he did it for God, out of love for God; he
gave his life for Him.

Our prayer and our blessing have only as much power as we give to God from ourselves, and
exclusively only for God, and not to please people or for the sake of glory, or the sake of
honor and not that people would honor us in the future, but naturally from love for God. And
undoubtedly his prayer and blessing had strength because of the many torments he was able
to endure, because of the pain he was able to bear, for the sake of the cross he was able to
carry on his shoulders with love for Christ, not complaining, not becoming indignant, not
murmuring, but conversely, rejoicing.

You can ask yourself, why do I say “not murmuring” and how I know that he wasn’t afraid in
prison when he awaited death? Perhaps, before the emperor arrived to the city, he easily
performed many great acts, and then he was afraid and trembled and sat in prison in fear,
thinking how stupid he was—should he stop then or do everything in secret or some other
way? Maybe you think, how do we know this? We know this from that same fact that, dying,
he raised his arm. And what does it mean to do this; what does it mean to die in this way?
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We all know that death is terrible, that before the face of death a man becomes sincere, and
therefore the ancient fathers gathered in the desert and by the manner of death of some
monk, they learned what kind of life he had. Before the face of death you don’t want to
pretend; it’s impossible to play with death. In your dying pains and fears, in the experience of
your final moments of life, there you show who you are—you show your true colors. Thus the
fathers gathered in deserts and accompanied a monk departing to that world, laboring in
prayer with him, that his soul would depart more easily, that it would be sent to peace, to the
palaces of the righteous. And by how he died, how he looked at death, they understood what
his life was like.

So in this gesture of St. Demetrios is seen his whole life, especially his mentality, and his love
for God. Before death won’t you think how young you are, and why should you die now? ...
Don’t you think several people whispered this to him? Don’t you think many advised him to
pretend that he worshiped idols in order to save his life? Or told him to flee while the
emperor still had not arrived? He could have done a lot of things, but he didn’t want to.
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And we see how he died, and this gesture of his clearly shows us that he didn’t think about
himself, didn’t cherish himself, didn’t love himself, didn’t cry out of self-pity, but loved
Christ, and the wounds of Christ caused him more pain than his own, and not necessarily the
visible wounds of Christ, but moreso the invisible wounds and sorrow of God at seeing the
fear, the haste with which everyone fell away, the cowardice of man—the sorrow of God, Who
laid down His life for man, fully trusting him.

And what did He, Who as if gave man carte blanche, receive in return? He gives you
everything beforehand, He loves you even before you realize that He loves you. But man,
despite this, retreats and runs away, man, despite this, finds a justification for himself to
stand back and not confess Him

But St. Demetrios was not one of these. St. Demetrios was one of those who are pained by
this sorrow of God, at the site of this pain of God, more than His physical pain on the Cross.
And he desired to die just as Christ died, as if to say: “Let my pain at least a little bit ease the
pain of God”—that pain which is unending.

Christ experienced the pain of man’s renunciation of God not only then when He said: My
soul is exceeding sorrowful.[3] He says it not only then. He says it even now, seeing the
petrification and fear and flight of man. To see man, to whom He appeared every day,
conversed with every day in silent prayer, helped every day, comforted every day by His
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blessings—and to see him now easily disavowing Him and the Church, and barring God from
his heart, and indifferently passing by in silence or disowning Christ in word—this is the
sorrow and pain of God.
The fathers spoke about it and they said that the love of God walks wounded through the
world, finding no rest for itself, for there is no one who would respond to it. It is the
wounded love of God, a grieving love, because love can’t be just from one side—it demands
an answer from the other side. But man doesn’t hurry to give an answer; man’s answer is
elusive. It’s as if you told your loved one that you are attached to him with all your soul, you
love him, that he is your friend, but he answers: “Um, yeah, me too...” His answer—is pain,
pain for him who would lay down his lie for his friend. Such is our Christian answer. It’s
quite evasive, quite timid, standing with its feet in two camps, always ready to drop
everything and run away.
St. Demetrios was not this way. His life clearly shows this, but his death as well. Such a
death, in which everything, right down to his last movement, is done before Christ, before
God, indicates that God was ceaselessly in his heart; it means that in his heart he unceasingly
thought about Him; it means that his heart was in love with God and loved His every
movement. Every movement and everything that happened with God were for him pain and
joy—they were for him everything.
And therefore, I think, God was able to act through him. Therefore God so loved him.
Therefore to this day so many miracles have been performed at his grave, near his sacred
bones. Therefore we now say about him (for those placing all their hope in God will never
die): he that believeth in Me shall never die, but is passed from death to life.[4]
He passed from death to life, and we will remember this both in this age and in the age to
come. And we can say the same as Caesar, being thirty-five or forty years old and speaking
with human reasoning, said to the statue of Alexander the Great: “At twenty-five years old
you conquered the whole world, but I, at forty, have done nothing...”
It is all the more befitting for us to say at the icon of St. Demetrios: “At twenty-one years old
you so loved Christ, but we...” But, having grown old in our wickedness, we are unable to say
this, from year to year, from minute to minute, not adding good to good, but often evil to
evil.
May God help and strengthen us.

Fr. Cyprian Negryanu
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